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London plays down OCME idea 

LQfiDON (AFP) ■ The Foreign Office strove Tuesday 
to calm waves of criticism that met British Foreign Sec- 
Malcolm Rifkmd’s proposition to create a council 
of security and cooperation for the Middle East. London 
had -no intention to detract from the basic importance of 
Ibe peace process,” in launching the idea to set up a new 
institution along the lines of the Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe in the region. John Shepherd, 
I^Lof the Foreign Office Middle East Department said. 
Mr. Rifkiod proposed setting up a Middle East body to 
resolve regional conflicts on Nov. 4 during a visit to Abu 
Dhabi. He said there would be clear benefits in establish- 
ing “what we might call an Organisation for Cooperation 
in the Middle East (OCME)." He said such a body could 
provi de a fra mework for dialogue, but would not detract 
ftbmWworfc of other regional bodies, such as the Gulf 
Cooperation Council or the Arab League. 
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Haensch cancels Orient House visit 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — The president 
of the European parliament, Klaus Haensch, cancelled 
a planned visit Tuesday to Orient House, the unoffi- 
cial Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) head- 
quarters in Arab East Jerusalem. Palestinian officials 
said. Mr. Haensch, on a four-day tour of Israel and the 
Palestinian territories, had been due to meet Tuesday 
evening at the Orient House with Faisal Husseini, the 
top Palestinian official in Jerusalem. But following 
meetings with Israeli officials who are firmly 
opposed to any diplomatic visits to the Orient House, 
Mr. Haensch suggested sending a lower- ranking 
member of his delegation and then cancelled the 
encounter altogether at the last minute, a PLO 
spokesman said.Mr. Haensch was not immediately 
available for commenL 
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ht Jan Bis Majesty King Hussein on Tuesday opens the last regular session of the 12th Parliament with the traditional speech from the Throne (photo by Yousef Allan) 
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, “On Her Majesr- 
:t Service " 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein on Tuesday opened the 
fourth and last ordinary session of 
the 12th Parliament with the tradi- 
tional speech ffom the Throne 
stressing the Kingdom's commit- 
ment to democracy but warned 
against those who violate the law 
-and the Constitution in the name of 
democracy. 

The King also said the economic 
reform process will continue 
through the introduction of new 
legislation that will stem economic 
growth and attract private sector 
investment 

In a 16-page speech that 
addressed domestic and foreign 
policies. King Hussein reiterared 
commitment to peace as a strategic 
choice and urged Israel to imple- 
ment all the agreements it has 
signed with the Palestinian Nation- 
[y, the Indepeodfl* 1 , al Authority, 
ay. Tne interview «• King Hussein emphasised that 
test in a round Jordan will continue to seek posi- 
tul-tiarins. mostly tp live relations with all Arab states on 
television last vA the basis of mutual respect and 
nxon-interference in the internal 
affairs of each other. 

“We will continue in our democ- 
ratic process and in creating the 
environment necessary to make this 
■process prosper further so that the 
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told lawmakers. 
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the majority, the respecr of the 
majority for the opinions of the 
minority and their right to express 
them; that it is a means towards sta- 
bility and one of the pillars of the 
Constitution, not a means to bypass 


it or empty it of its substance.” 

The King criticised political par- 
ties which, he said, have organisa- 
tional and financial links with out- 
side forces but said they will not 
hinder the process of democrarisa- 
tion. 

"The attempt by some who are 
misguided and blinded enough to 
adopt examples from those who are 
way behind us in achievement and 
development is truly pitiful. These 
are futile efforts in search of 
abstract roles or cheap external 
funding.” the King told members of 
the Lower and Upper Houses of 
Parliament. 

"We shall not be hindered by 
those who wallow in self pity and 
insist on belittling the status of their 
country,” the King said. 

Stressing that the government 
will continue to implement the pol- 
icy statement upon which it won 
the confidence of the House. King 
Hussein criticised politicians who 
attack the government for achiev- 
ing personal political goals and 
pledged to review the relationship 
between the executive and legisla- 
tive branches of government 

“The separation between the three 
branches of the state is embodied in 
our Constitution away from person- 
al whims and petty biases,” said the 
King. "We are in the process of 
reviewing gradually and objective- 
ly the relationship between ail three 
branches, particularly between the 
executive and legislative with an 
eye to developing and consolidat- 
ing the relationship so that each 
branch is able to fully perform its 
national role and responsibility.” 

But the King did not say whether 
he will end the practice of including 
members of the House in the gov- 
ernment. The current government 
includes 21 deputies along with 
Prime Minister Abdul Karim 


Kabariti. 

And in what was seen as a new 
vote of confidence in the govern- 
ment, the King said: "My sense of 
hope is renewed when I see my 
government working in earnest and 
in faith and transparency to restruc- 
ture different sectors in order to 
achieve further justice, develop- 
ment and modernity." 

"My government will continue to 
follow the letter of its policy state- 
ment until all the goals envisaged ' 
by us are achieved," said the King. 

The King sent an optimistic mes- 
sage about the effectiveness of the 
economic reform policy in improv- 
ing living standards and attaining 

See page 7 for full text of the 
[King's speech 


tangible economic growth. 

He said the new draft laws on 
companies, securities, customs, 
protection of national products and 
the management and investment of 
state funds will complement the 
economic reform package which 
was endorsed by the House last 
year. He said these Jaws will allow 
for a larger private sector involve- 
ment in the economy and will lead 
to stable economic growth as the 
government continues to pay spe- 
cial attention to needy groups in 
society. 

"Jordan, which managed to make 
serious headway and progress in 

times of war and conflict is still 

quite capable of achieving much 
more in this era of peace which 
will — God willing — uplift the 
entire region once the remaining 
issues on the Palestinian, Syrian 
and Lebanese tracks are resolved," 
said the King. 

Reiterating the Kingdom’s 
declared position on the peace 


process, the King stressed that the 
only way out of the current stale- 
mate is "to implement all the agree- 
ments between the Palestinian 
National Authority and Israel.” 

The King said Jordan will contin- 
ue to support the Palestinians in 
their quest for realising their right 
to statehood on their national soil. 

Highlighting the efforts of Jordan 
and the Hashemites in preserving 
. the holy sites in Jerusalem and pro- 
tecting the Arab and Muslim char- 
acter of the city, the King said: 
"Our responsibilities towards the 
holy sites are held in trust, to be 
handed over by us to the Palestinian 
state once final status negotiations 
are concluded and once the Pales- 
tinian state, with Jerusalem as its 
capital, is established.” 

The King stressed that efforts for 
the attainment of comprehensive 
peace will continue because the 
"alternative to peace is death and 
destruction.” 

The Lower House convenes after 
a summer of political tension that 
reached its height in August when 
the government raised bread prices, 
leading to riots in the southern city 
of Karak. Despite the efforts the 
government has taken to ease the 
tension, especially after King Hus- 
sein’s amnesty of certain groups of 
convicts and instruction to end 
legal procedures against those sus- 
pected of having been involved in 
the Karak riots, opposition deputies 
say the causes of tension between 
the two sides remain. 

"I believe that the causes of ten- 
sion are still there. I believe that the 
government has to go," Islamic 
Action Front (IAF) Deputy Bassara 
Emoush told the Jordan Times after 
the opening of the session. 

Opposition deputies, who had 

(Continued on page 12) 


By Tareq Momani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Incumbent 
Lower: House of Parliament 
Speaker Sa’d Hayel Srour 
was Tuesday reelected for a 
third term after securing 46 
votes against 29 won by his 
sole rival Ibrahim Keilani 
from the Islamic Action 
Front (IAF) party in the first 
Parliament meeting after its 
formal opening by His 
Majesty King Hussein. 

A total of 78 deputies 
attended the initial meeting 
of the Lower House, the 
fourth and last by the 12th 
Parliament before next year’s 
elections. 

Two ballots were found 
blank and one said "no one" 
while two House members. 
Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh and 
Samir Habashneb were 
absent as they are on visits 
abroad. 

Two of the parliamentary 
blocs which supported Mr. 
Srour were elected as first 
and second deputy speakers. 
They were Abdul Baqi 
Jamrao, who won 50 votes 
against 27 for his rival Talal 
Obeidat and Anwar Hadid, 
who received 46 votes 
against 31 votes won by his 
rival Khalil Haddadin. 

The results of the voting 
were seen by observers as a 
blow to the opposition, 
which comprises 22 
deputies who had nominated 



Sa'd Hayel Srour 

Dr. Keilani. Mr. Obeidat and 
Mr. Haddadin. 

The House also elected 
Salem Zawaideh and Samih 
Al Farah to serve as assis- 
tants to the speaker. Deputy 
Abdul Majid Al Aqtasta from 
the opposition received 31 
votes in his bid to become 
assistant to the speaker. 

A government source 
expressed satisfaction over 
the results saying "this is a 
manifestation of true democ- 
racy and we are happy at the 
results,” said the source. 

"Mr. Srour’s management 
of the House’s meetings in 
the earlier sessions has 
proved successful and some 
of the most sensitive issues 
were discussed during his 


mandate in a successful 
manner that prompted most 
of the deputies to reelect him 
for another term.” said the 
source. 

■ ' Mr: Srour delivered a short 
address voicing appreciation 
of the deputies’ support and 
confidence. He said the 
renewed confidence in him 
motivated him to double his 
efforts to serve Parliament 
and shoulder his national 
responsibility. 

The House elected the fol- 
lowing deputies to prepare a 
draft of the reply to the 
speech from die Throne: 
Taha Habahbeh. Bassam 
Emoush. Taher Al Masri, 
Ibrahim Keilani, Abdullah 
Ensur. Abdul Karim Dugh- 
mi. Fawzi Toueimeh, Abdul 
Hadi Majali, Mohammad Al 
Haj, Mohammad Daoudieh, 
Hani Masalha and Man sour 
Ben Tarif. 

Mr. Srour adjourned the 
session saying that the House 
will in the next meeting elect 
members of the House’s 14 
committees but no date has 
been fixed for the next meet- 
ing. 

Also on Tuesday the Upper 
House of Parliament (Sen- 
ate) held a session under the 
chairmanship of its Speaker 
Ahmad Lawzi and elected 
three members — Taber Hik- 
raat, Nassereddin Al Assad 
and Jawdat Sboul — to pre- 
pare the Senate's reply to the 
speech from the Throne. 


) Israelis evacuating Hebron 
HQ despite talks deadlock 


HEBRON (Agencies) — 
They Israeli army began 
^nerving furniture from 
headquarters in Hebron 
overnight even though 
negotiations with the Pales- 
tinians on the extension of 
self-rule to the city 
icmaihed deadlocked, offi- 
cials said Tuesday. 

The Israeli army also 
attested 12 suspected 
Palestinian migran ts in a 
Crackdown in Hebron 
ahead of the expected han- 
dover "of most of the explo- 
sive city to Palestinian self- 
rak, Palestinian sources 

said- 

TbtSources said nine stu- 
dents'were picked up dur- 
ing the night in a dormitory 
Hebron Polytechnic 
jjstihue. Another student 
the institute and two 
o^.men were arrested in 
city .earlier in the day, 
‘hty.said.' 


Hebron is known as a 
stronghold of the militant 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas), but there 
was no immediate confir- 
mation that the 12 arrested 
men were members of the 
group. 

Israeli security officials 
have said they feared 
Hamas or other opponents 
of peace agree menu with 
Israel would try to disrupt 
an eventual Israeli troop 
withdrawal from the 
Hebron. 

An army spokesman said 
meanwhile soldiers emp- 
tied offices in the military 
government building in 
Hebron as part ot prepara- 
tions for its redeployment 
from most Arab sectors ot 
the city. 

But ar the same time the 
army has significantly 
boosted its presence in the 
15 per cent of the city 


where 420 zealous Jewish 
settlers five and will remain 
under Israeli guard after the 
handover, he said. 

The army preparations for 
its withdrawal continued 
despite the lack of progress 
in negotiations with the 
Palestinian self-rule author- 
ity over the exact terms of 
the transfer of power in 
Hebron, the last West Bank 
city under full occupation. 

Both sides said talks were 
continuing, but Israeli offi- 
cials said they had 
regressed in recent days 
with the Palestinians back- 
ing down on some earlier 
positions. 

Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat accused the 
Israelis on Monday of seek- 
ing fundamental changes 
to'the Oslo accords signed 
by the previous Labour 

(Continued on page 12) 


New status with U.S. 
will boost Jordan’s 
Armed Forces — King 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Tuesday sent a message to 
Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs-of-Staff Field Mar- 
shal Abdul Hafez Mirai 
and the directors of the 
Public Security, General 
Intelligence and Civil 
Defence departments 
informing them of the 
recent U.S. decision to 
grant Jordan the status of a 
non-North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) ally. 

King Hussein said the 
decision will facilitate the 
acquisition by Jordan of 
the latest U.S. military 
technology and equip- 
ment. 

King Hussein said the 
designation by U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton of Jordan 
and its army as a major 
non-NATO ally is a gesture 
of appreciation for Jordan's 


unique status at the region- 
al and international levels. 

The King noted that "the 
good reputation of the Jor- 
danian Armed Forces, their 
sacrifices and the profes- 
sional manner in which 
they have performed their 
peace-keeping duties in dif- 
ferent parts of the world 
have contributed signifi- 
cantly to this achievement." 

Under the new situation, 
the Jordanian Armed 
Forces will have priority 
consideration for receiving 
U.S. arms and military 
equipment and for acquir- 
ing the modem technology 
thar Jordan has been denied 
in the past, the King said in 
his message. 

The King said the new 
position places Jordan on 
equal footing with such 

(Continued on page 12) 


U.S. vetoes Ghali reelection, wants 
Africa to nominate new candidate 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) 
— The Uni tod Stales Tues- 
day vetoed Boutros Ghali 
for reelection as secretary 
general by a 14-1 vote in 
die 15-member Security 
Council. 

But U.N. spokesman Syl- 
vana Foa said the 74-year- 
old Egyptian diplomat 
would remain a candidate, 
setting the stage for a pro- 
tracted battle in which the 
United States has so far 
found itself diplomatically 
isolated. 

U.N. rules allow candi- 
dates' names to be resub- 
mitted in subsequent voting 
rounds regardless of 
whether they receive a veto 
from one of the permanent 
council members: the Unit- 
ed States, Britain, France, 
China and Russia. 

“This is just the opening 
round," Ms. Foa said. 
“He’s in it until the Securi- 
ty Council makes a final 
decision" on a new secre- 


tary' general. 

"He is gratified and really 
appreciates the overwhelm- 
ing support shown by the 
member states of the Unit- 
ed Nations.” she said. 

Commenting on the U.S. 
veto, she added: "This is 
obviously not a democratic 
process.” 

While the U.S. veto does 
not technically force Mr. 
Ghali to withdraw his can- 
didacy, it unofficially sig- 
nals to candidates in the 
wings that they may step 
forward. 

Aspirants to the presti- 
gious post had refrained 
from waging open cam- 
paigns until the United 
States, which provides 25 
per cent of the U.N. bud- 
get, took formal steps to 
oppose Mr. Ghali. 

The outcome of the vote 
pining the United States 
against big powers Britain. 
China, France, Russia and 
10 other countries con- 


firmed that Washington 
stood alone in its crusade to 
dislodge the U.N. chief. 

African diplomats assert- 
ed that their governments 
supported Mr. Ghali for the 
post and had no intention of 
submitting new candida- 
cies. 

"We are very pleased with 
the vote,” said Egyptian 
Ambassador Nabil Al 
Araby. who presented Mr. 
Ghali’s candidacy at the 
U.N. Security Council 
along with his counterparts 
from Botswana and 
Guinea-Bissau. 

“It proves that the whole 
world was behind Africa 
and behind the candidate 
that Africa chose, which is 
the current secretary gener- 
al,” Mr. Araby said. 

U.S. Ambassador 
Madeleine Albright said the 
veto set off the race for 
G halt’s succession and 
invited African countries to 
submit names. 
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Amnesty appeals 
for end to killings, 


torture in Algeria 


BRUSSELS (SPECIAL) 

— Growing numbers of 
civilians have died or “dis- 
appeared" in Algeria in 
recent years where killings, 
torture and abductions are 
committed in the name of 
the “anti-terrorist fight" by 
some or “holy war" by oth- 
ers. Amnesty International 
said in a report released 
Tuesday. 

“There is an atmosphere 
of terror and lawlessness in 
Algeria, where security 
forces commit extrajudicial 
executions, torture and 
“disappearances", armed 
opposition groups kill civil- 
ians. often decapitating and 
mutilating their victims, 
and government-backed 
militias have taken the law 
into their own hands.” said 
Pierre Sane, secretary gen- 
eral of Amnesty Inter- 
national. 

Much of the horror which 
haunts the Algerian popula- 
tion is hidden behind a wall 
of silence, as the govern- 
ment censors information 
considered to be security- 
related. and masked by the 
indifference of * the 
international community. In 
its report, based on detailed 
information gathered from 
a wide range of sources, 
including eyewitnesses vic- 
tims. doctors, and army and 
security forces personnel. 
Amnesty International — 
the only international 
human rights organisation 
which has continued to 
visir Algeria in recent years 

— discloses the hidden 
reality. 

"Despite repeated claims 
by the authorities that 
human rights are respected 
and that the security situa- 
tion has improved, the fact 
that the partem of abuses 
continues shows that for 
both security forces and 
armed opposition groups 
human rights abuses ore an 
integral part of their strate- 
gy,” Mr. SamS said. 

Amnesty International 
calls on all armed opposi- 
tion groups to put an end to 
their murderous campaign 
against civilians and on the 
Algerian authorities to 
investigate human rights 
abuses, lift the impunity 
enjoyed by security forces, 
and disband the govern- 
ment-backed militias, as a 
first step to putting an end 
to the mass violations. 

More than 50.000 people 
are reported to have been 
killed in the past five years. 
The identity and motives of 
those responsible tor mur- 
ders and other atrocities 
have become increasingly 
difficult to establish. Secu- 
rity Forces often wear plan 
clothes and do not identify 
themselves, while armed 
opposition groups at times 
wear uniforms and pose as 
security forces. The prolif- 


eration and fragmentation 
of armed opposition 
groups, and government- 
backed militias has further 
added to the confusion. 

“Just citing the numbers 
of those who have lost their 
lives can never convey the 
horror of the suffering of 
each individual, of each 
bereaved family," Mr. San£ 
said. 

The victims come from 
all walks of life: Women, 
children, civil servants, 
teachers, journalists, reli- 
gious figures, political 
activists as well as relatives 
of members of security 
forces, government-backed 
militias and armed opposi- 
tion groups. Many were 
killed in their homes in 
front of their families, some 
after having been abducted, 
and others were victims of 
indiscriminate attacks. As 
the circle of abuses by both 
government forces and 
armed opposition has con- 
tinued to w’iden. civilians 
are increasingly trapped in 
the spiral of violence. 

Extrajudicial executions 
by security forces are wide- 
spread and appear to be 
used as an alternative to 
arrest, to eliminate sus- 
pects, to take revenge for 
killings of security by 
armed opposition groups, 
or to intimidate those who 
may support armed groups. 
Detainees have been killed 
during secret detention, 
weeks or months after their 
arrest. These victims are 
sometimes described by the 
authorities as “terrorists" 
killed during armed con- 
frontations. or as victims of 
“terrorist attacks." 

Government-backed mili- 
tias, defined as “self- 
defence groups" or “patri- 
ots.’' have committed delib- 
erate and arbitrary .killings 
with impunity.- These mili- 
tias. reportedly set up to 
defend their villages 
against armed opposition 
groups, are increasingly 
involved in “anti-terrorist" 
operations, acting outside 
the framework of law- 
enforcement and account- 
ability. Allowing these 
militias to take the law into 
their own hands has further 
eroded and undermined the 
rule of law. 

Armed opposition groups 
who define themselves as 
“Islamic groups" have con- 
tinued to kill civilians, both 
in targeted and indiscrimi- 
nate anacks. Many of their 
victims have had their 
throats cut. or were decapi- 
tated or mutilated, at times 
in front of their children 
and other relatives. 

“Such atrocities have cre- 
ated an atmosphere of ter- 
ror. where people fear not 
just being lolled, but being 
killed in particularly brutal 
wavs." Mr. Sane said. 



KING OPEN’S PARLIAMENT: His Majesty King Hussein on Tuesday inspects a guard of honour mounted at 
the Parliament House on the occasion of his opening of the final regular session of the 12th legislature with a 
speech from the Throne (photo by Yousef Allan ) 


Israeli design aims to divide Hebron 


Bv G. H. Jansen 


The writer, a Middle East 
specialist based in Cyprus, 
has just ended a visit to the 
West Bank. He filed this 
report from Hebron. 


A MERE glance at the map 
of the division of the town 
of Hebron after Israel’s 
redeployment of its troops 
makes very clear why this 
issue, after six weeks of 
fruitless intensive talks, has 
become a major stumbling 
block not only with respect 
to this particular issue but 
also in the entire peace 
.process. The map shpvvs 
that “the area under Israeli 
jurisdiction” comprises 
nothing less than the whole 
of the old town and nor just 
the half-dozen enclaves of 
houses occupied by the 
400,000 Jewish settlers 
scattered throughout the 
central area. 

That area comprises the 
Mosque of Patriarch Abra- 
ham where he is buried in 
the Machpela Cave but also 
the habitations of 20.000 
Palestinian citizens of 
Hebron “proper.” The area 
to be under Palestinian con- 
trol. where 100.000 Arabs 
live, comprises the fi\e 
hills surrounding "Hebron" 
which have their own 
names and local identities 
and ore not considered to be 
“A1 Khalil." “Hebron prop- 
er." 

This astonishing Israeli 
claim on the whole of what 
the local people call 
“Hebron" has not been pub- 



licised so far and is certain 
to be rejected by the Pales- 
tinians once they see the 
scope of Israel’s continued 
occupation. 

That this crucial fact has 
been concealed by the PLO, 
which negotiated the Sec- 
ond Oslo or Taba agree- 
ment. and the Palestinian 
National Authority under 
Yasser Arafat can be 
described as a scandal, or 
worse still, a betrayal of the 
people of Hebron. This 
map. published in an Israeli 
newspaper, came as a shock 
and surprise to Palestinians 
in Hebron to whom i 
showed the map Iasi week. 

But such secrecy is typi- 
cal of how Arafat has been 
negotiating with the 
Israelis. 

The Israelis describe the 
map as showing the “pro- 
posed" Hebron redeploy- 
ment. But this is inaccurate. 
For this map illustrating the 


actual partition of tifcuj; town 
was accepted and signed by 
both the PLO and the 
Israeli government in Sep- 
tember 1995 at Washing- 
ton. 

The partition of the town, 
as illustrated by the map. 
gives 80 per cent to the 
Palestinians and 20 per cent 
to the Israelis. Partition was 
supposedly rejected by the 
PLO. However, but it is 
clear that this was not the 
case. 

According to the first 
Oslo accord the redeploy- 
ment in Hebron should 
have been implemented in 
June 1994. a dale which 
was put back until March 
199b. The subsequent delay 
is due to the attempt by the 
Israelis to rewrite the 1 995 
agree mem. 

Thus the Palestinians 
claim that the Israelis are 
demanding free movement 
for their troops under the 


pretext of "hot pursuit." 
even after their redeploy- 
ment has been completed. 
The Palestinians refuse this 
proposition as negating the 
very principle of “redeploy- 
ment." The use of the 
words "in hot pursuit” is 
simply a feeble pretext for 
the Israelis, in effect, to go 
into the Palestinian areas of 
Hebron wherever and 
whenever they wish. 11' con- 
ceded this will mean, in 
effect, the continuation of 
the occupation. 

The scene in the busy 
fruit and vegetable market 
in the town illustrates the 
cultural divide between the 
(wo Styles. Modern four- 
storied apartment blocks, 
such as Beit Hadassa and 
Beit Romano, which are 
inhabited by Israeli settlers, 
stand in the middle of the 
market cheek-by-jowl with 
low century-old stone-built 
shops and houses. Reli- 
gious Jews in prayer 
shawls, and Muslims in tra- 
ditional dress, drift round 
the mosque which has been 
a Muslim place of worship 
for hundreds of years. That 
shrine is now under Jewish- 
Israeli control and is 
expected to remain so for 
the foreseeable future. A 
couple of Israeli soldiers — 
who arc omnipresent — a 
soldier and his soldier girl- 
friend stroll around hand- 
in-hand. an action which 
amounts to a scandalous 
demonstration in this strict 
and traditional Islamic holy 
city, sacred alike to Jew and 
Muslim. 


Oman is committed to 
peace process — Qaboos 


MUSCAT (AP) — Sultan 
Qaboos says his country is 
committed to the Arab- 
Israeli peace process, 
despite recent setbacks. 

“We reconfirm that we 
have supported the Middle 
East peace process and that 
we still support it." Sultan 
Qaboos said in a speech 
late Monday marking 
Oman's national day. 

“The peace process is ... a 
noble goal from which it 
will not be possible to devi- 
ate because of temporary 
changes in the policies of 
parties to the problem." he 
said. 

It was an apparent refer- 
ence to the hardline policies 
of Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, who 
won election last May on a 
platform opposed to the 
land- for-pe ace formula that 
has underpinned negotia- 
tions for five years. 

In a break with other Gulf 
Arab states. Oman and 
Qatar established trade ties 
with Israel earlier this year. 
Both slowed down the pace 
of economic cooperation 
after Mr. Netanyahu took 
office and the Israeli-Pales- 
tinion talks ran into trouble. 

Sultan Qaboos also said 
his country plans to diversi- 
fy the Sultanate's oil-based 
economy, decrease reliance 
on foreign workers and 
encourage the private sec- 


tor. 
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He said that tourism, 
banking and industrial pro- 
jects would provide alter- 
nate sources of income for 
Oman. Vocational programs 
for omanis would decrease 
reliance on a foreign work 
force, he said. 

Large sectors of the econ- 
omy are currently run by 
the government which is 
heavily reliant on revenues 
from oil and gas. About a 
quarter of Oman’s popula- 
tion of two million are for- 
eigners. mostly Asians. 

Sultan Qaboos added that 
he had decided on political 
reforms that would create 
an appointed state council, 
but did not specify its pow- 
ers. The existing consulta- 
tive council, which has no 
legislative power but can 

advise the ruler on matters hi-.c ;p.j' uv-h. 

of state, is also appointed O .vii ^ [ ''' ‘ t he di^p 
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Earlier this mouth Sultan 

■en 

Qaboos introduced Oman's 

lfcK 

first constitution, dealing 

- Hike. 

with key issues such as how 

•.,ir 

a successor to the childless 


ruler will be named. It said 

..filin' '' l " 

that the ruling family 

.«LJ« 

should decide on an heir. 



ing Qatar announced the 
creation of its own consti- 
tution. which its ruler said 
would incorporate recent 
changes in the country's 

laws. 
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Maid accidentally killed by UAE teenager 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — A United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
boy accidentally shot dead a Sri Lankan housemaid while 
playing with his father's gun. Al Khaleej newspaper report- 
ed on Tuesday. The 13-year-old boy, identified only as AS, 
was fiddling with the licensed gun at his house in the north- 
ern emirate of Ras Al Khaimah on Friday when a bullet hit 
the maid in the jaw. She died on her way to hospital. A pub- 
lic prosecution official said the boy had been released on 
bail but would be tried for “accidental killing." more than 
100,000 Sri Lankan domestic helpers work in the oil-rich 
UAE. which has one of the highest per capita incomes in 
the world. . , 


Lebanon's Daily Star newspaper reborn 


BEIRUT tR) — Lebanon's English-language daily newspa- 
per. the Daily Star, reappeared on newstands on Tuesday, 1 1 
years after closing down during the 1975-90 civil 
war.Founded in 1952 by Kamel Mroue, father of publisher 
Jamil Mroue. the daily star shut down in 1976 soon after the 
war began. It reopened in 1983 during a lull in the Fighting 
but closed again early in I9S5 amid a wave of kidnaps, car 
bombings, assassinations and heavy fighting in Beirut 
between sectarian militias. 


' y France'*!'- < irfacs 




Iraqi group criticise S. Africa visit to Iraq 


JOHANNESBURG 1 AFP) — Iraqi opposition groups have 
written to President Nelson Mandela criticising a south 
African fact-finding mission to the Iraq this week, the 
SAPA news agency reported here Tuesday. The London- 
based Iraqi National Congress (INC), an umbrella group of 
opposition panics, said it “notes with concern" reports that 
South Africa is considering establishing diplomatic ties with 
Baghdad. In a letter dated November 18. the INC urged Mr. 
Mandela to use his "special voice in international affairs" to 
speak out against continuing human rights abuses in Iraq 
and help end President Saddam Hussein's “reign of terror." 
The foreign ministry in Pretoria, however, told AFP Tuesday 
that the South African delegation had visited Iraq as part of 
a broader Middle East tour to gather information for future 
“foreign policy formulation." 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


14:05 .. 


14:30 . 


15:00 .. 
tc- in 

Jeux — Pyramids 

Compasnons de L' Ad venture 
16:00 Doc. — Earth Revealed 

17:00 .. 

News Flash 

17:02 .. 

..The Adventures and Kelly 

18:00 .. 


19:00 .. 


39:15 .. 

....Magazine — Sports 

Et Musique 

19:30 .. 


19:35 .. 

The Four Seasons 

20:00 .. 

..Super Stars of Action 

20:30 .. 


21:10.. 

NBA 

22:00 .. 


no? 


23:59 Comedy — Who's The 

Boss? 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:43.- 


06:03 ... 


11:21 ... 


14:14.... 


16:38.... 


17:59.... 



66)757. 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 77133 1 . 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Td. 77175L 
Amman International 
Church Tel. S27126 
Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Tel. S 24328. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Td. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
In Amman Tel. S 1 1 295 
English-speaking Latin 

Catholics Parish Tel. 614190. 


Yesterday high temperatures: 
Amman 17. Aqaba 27 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 9S per 
cent. Aqaba 45 per cent. 


637' 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

Dr. Issam Ai Asmar 890504 

Dr. Nidal As'ad 751672 

Dr. CHamah AI Hosseini 

.. . *47355 

Dr. Khaldoun Kioub 

886715 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy ...89U2N0 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Al Safcun pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Najih pharmaev 847632 

IRBID: 


Fire Brigade 6|7|tll 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police S43402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints t»6l 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 7S7J 1 1 

Telephone Information 

1 directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

A Mali Telephone Repairs 
66 NOT 

Jordan Television 773! 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 i I 

Water Authority .6X0100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 


642362 

Malhas. J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine. Shmeisani 

607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 660131 
University Hospital 845X45 
Al-Muasher Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 6661 26/37 

Al-Ahli, Ahdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreeo777 101/3 

Al- Bashir, 775111/26 

Army. Marka 89 1611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery 1 ..865199 
ZARQA; 

Zarqu Govt. Hospital 
i tft* 19X3323 

Zarqu National Hospital 
10*0900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital! 09)986732 


INTERNATIONAL 

AIRPORT 

This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (08)53200 where it 
should always he verified, 
information on other flights 
aa* supplied on phone OS 
(52700) or 08(53250). 


ARRIVALS 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 


12:41) . 
13:30. 
15:05 .. 
15:30.. 
20:10.. 
21 : 00 .. 
21:40.. 
22:20 
22:45 .. 
23:10 
23:15 .. 
01:55 .. 


Ahu Dhabi (GFt 

Tunis »TUi 

Vienna t OS) 

Algicr. t AH » 

Beirut (MEt 

..Paris, Damascus (AF> 

Tel Aviv iLY) 

Larnaca fCYj 

....Athens. Beirut tOA) 

Istanbul rTK) 

Amsterdam fKLl 

London (BA; 


1 3:50 Beirut. Abu Dhabi, j 

Karachi ( PK) I 

14:30 Tunis (TUI j 

15:50 Vienna (0S1 I 

16:20 Shariqah (AH) ! 

22:50 Tel Aviv (LY) ! 

23:10 Larnaca fCY) j 

23:55 ...Damascus. Paris (AR i 


Fl LMi 

4 iee ‘ ^?ain” (p^ j 


'P-m. 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

W:50 .Marka (RW: 

20:50 ■ 1 


Aqaba t.RW] 


Plights 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
10:50 Larnaca, Damascus (RJ) 
14:45 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

16:25 ..Toronto. Montreal < RJ i 

16:35 Frankfurt (RJ) 

16:45 Istanbul (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:20 Aqaba iRWi 

1H:55 Tel Avi\ (RW) 


CHURCHES 
Mary of Nazareth 
urch Sweifieh. Tel. S 1 0740 
sembties of God Church 

. 632785. 

Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
urch of the Annunciation 
. 637440. 

Ia Salle Church Tel. 


WEATHER 

Dr. Ghazi Ta'amneh..2500SO 

815615 

Al Hikma Modern 

Hospital 

17:05. 


20:00 

Bulletin supplied by the 

Al Quds pharman r— ) 

Electric Power Company 

(WIpJlKiW 


17:45 . 

...Madrid, Geneva f RJi 

2U:00 

Department of Meteorology 

ZARQA: 

6363S 1 

IRBID: 


17:50.. 

..Brussels. Vienna (RJ) 

20:05 

Scattered showers are expect- 

Dr. JRanda Shahin 99? 1 70 

RJ Flight Information OS- 

Princess Basma 

Hospital 

18:1 ... 

...London, Berlin (RJ) 

20:10 

ed with skies partly cloudy and 

Khalireh pharmacy ...9S54I7 

53200 

(02i27?SSJ 


18:10. 


20:30 

winds southeasterly moderate 


Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 

Greek Catholic 

Hospital 

23:10. 


21:00 

to active. In Aqaba, winds will 

EMERGENCIES 

53200 

f«2 1272275 


(Ml: 10 . 


21:15 

be northerly moderate and 

Food Control Centre .637 1 1 1 


Ibn Al Nnfees 

Hospital 

«3:55 

Singapore. Kuala 

22:45 

seas calm. 

Civil Defence Department 

HOSPITALS 

(02)247100 


Lumpur (RJ) 



661111 

AMMAN: 

AQABA: 




Other 

Amman 11/19 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Hussein Medical Centre 

Princess Hay a 

Hospital 

Other Rights 

07:45 . 


departures 

Rome ( RJ j 

10:40 Berlin. London (RJ| 

11=10 Istanbul (RJ) 

12:00 Casablanca (PJi 

19:30 Colombo ■ RJi 

19:35 Beirut (RJ) 

Bombay (RJ) 

Kuala Lumpur (.idJltRJ) 


Cairn r"RJ) 

New. Delhi (RJ) 

.... Calcutta. Bangkok i RJ) 

Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

Sanaa t RJ> 


Aqaba 16/27 

Deserts 12/20 

Jordan Valiev JR/28 


Emergencv 


Rescue 630541 
Civil Defence 
199 

Rescue Police 192. 621 1 II, 


81 38 13/32 
Khalidi Maternity, 6442M/0 
Akikh Maternity. 642441/2 
Jahal Amman Maternity 


(03)3141 1 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALFA 


09:30 Cairn (MS) 

10:00 ....Sanaa. HudaUlnh f i Yi 

10:30 Jeddah (SV) 

12:35 Ahu Dhabi. Karachi (PK) 


10:20 Cairo (MS) 

11:00 ..Hudaidah. Sanaa ( fY » 

*2:00 Jeddah »SVj 

13:3 ..Bahrain. Ahu Dhah fGF) 


Upper/lmier price 

in JUs per kg \ 

Apple 

Banana......._.„ 

j 3 

Banana (imported). 
Cabbage 

800/650 1 

5W40 1 

Canw 

.280200 j 

Cauliflower 

Cucumber (iaige) 
Cucumber (small) . 
Eggplant.. 

230/180 ] 

130/80 t 

,..__23<W80 ! 
130/80 j 


700/500 ; 

Grapes 

Lemon 

Marrow (large) 

380CS0 I 

140/100 j 

Marrow (small) 

Onion (green) 

Onion (dry) .. 

.230/180 j 

..—260/160 i 

160/100 i 

OJivc l green). 

_.45IW00/ 

Olive (black). .. . 
Orante 

.700/500 ' 

fSJ/350 i 

Pear 

Pcpper(hot) 

„......6OOMO0 1 

^280/200^ 

Pepper (sweet) 


Potato 

_^50/2OO j 

Spinach 

_ ..250/100 | 

String Bran 

..550/350 1 

Tomato .... 

unfit® i 






Home News 


Jordan limes, Wednesday, November 20, 1996 


Labour union and workers at 
odds over planned strike 


b ankin^"> 

Jects 'voJl? ,M »«i 

Om SrjUrc e! > 

? man - Voca,:? "L 

refi 0mani ^? l l L 
forc^ C u ° n a AMMAN (J.T.) — The Federation of 
Larg e Sa id. ^Jordanian Labour Unions (FJLU) 
omv » secio «ofa > s - sUtfd 3 statem ? nt Tuesday urging the 
Ihe^ * c Urrejj|i, Jordan E,eclric Power Company 
'-'(JEPCO) workers to refain from a 
- a ' u -\ reliant ! L 11 scheduled strike. 


■rnt 


q ™ 01 * an,;i e& b ‘ T** labour federation described the 

e . r °f OnL- "strike as “illegal” and bound to cause 

°‘ mni. serious damage to the workers move- 
otgners. 

Sul 


mem in general and the company 


2 workers in panicular. 

ne nad decided f “ The workers maintain that their 
rel0n hs thur v ** negotiations with the company’s man- 


»liU VUfBh BtJwMuuwii.* «*imi Mite teuiupanv a vxiu.il- 

j* 0 a P pointed ^ agemenl for a raise in wages as well as 
° UI did not irW*- tetter working conditions have ended 
erv in deadlock. 

JB' The federation statement said that 
the union, which represents the 
advise the *• JEPCO workers, has been striving to 
of stat- secure benefits for the workers and 

Q has been in contact with company 
management to achieve that goal. 


? v * c ‘ ’until ISlln?s 

Je^sJurive mti 

Earlier thi . 


Qaboos ininid" 1 ^ 1 admitting that the dispute 

first consr»u«i IIOB * t * as intensi f> ed of late, the federation 
with ke_\ i s ^ u .. WL •• appeals to all JEPCO workers to call 
a successor '*?• strike, respect regulations and 

niler uiii eater into negotiations with manace- 

that " nan * 


negotiations 

ment through an appointed mediator 
Should dc ’id Un? ■ “ conformity with the Jordanian 
On \\ { l. ? c t; Labour Law” the statement read, 
in a Oai- ^ ^ "Federation regulations empower 
creation ,■ f ^ federation board to take legal mca- 
tution which ■ U>1 SureS asa * ns[ such Nkwd action but 
would 11 


ib rr. 


does not wish to resort to such mea- 
sures unless deemed necessary in 
order to safeguard the national inter- 
est.” 

The statement followed a five-hour 
meeting held Monday under the chair- 
manship of Minister of Labour Abdul 
Hafez Shakhanbeh and attended by 
Union President Khalifeh Ma’aita and 
Federation Secretary General Khaled 
Shrcim. 

Subsequent to the meeting, the min- 
ister announced that the workers’ 
strike scheduled for Wednesday was 
unlawful and that the Ministry' of 
Labour holds the workers union fully 
responsible should the strike be 
enforced. 

The minister urged workers to abide 
by the law. affirming that the labour 
dispute has been referred to a media- 
tor to defuse the situation and termi- 
nate (he dispute. 

Mr. Shreim confirmed that he sent a 
message to Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti advising him that 
negotiations over the dispute are at an 
impasse and that the strike seemed 
inevitable. 

“We tried to convene a meeting for 
the two parties,” he said, “but compa- 
ny management refused and demand- 
ed that the meeting be held in the pres- 


ence of a govern men i-appoinied 
mediator.” 

“In the meantime.” he stated, “both 
the management and the workers are 
adhering tenaciously io their posi- 
tions." 

Mr. Shreim described the federation 
and the Ministry of Labour as contin- 
uing their contacts with the two par- 
ties to potentially contain the dispute 
and avert a strike. 

But, he noted. Article 135 of the 
Labour Law stipulates that the federa- 
tion has the right to suspend any strike 
until arbitration negotiations have 
been completed. 

Mr. Shreim urged workers and com- 
pany management (o be "responsible" 
and avoid the srrike in order to safe- 
guard the public interest. 

However. President of the Workers 
Union Khalifeh Ma’aitah remonstrat- 
ed that negotiations have generated no 
positive results and that workers are 
resolved to proceed with their sched- 
uled strike on Wednesday. 

“We are deterinined to persevere 
with the purpose of securing our 
rights,” said Mr. Ma’aitah who 
described the strike us legal and in 
accordance with Article 135 of the 
Labour Law. 


Former ambassador accused 
of embezzlement, freed on bail 


By a Jordan Times 

Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Former Jor- 
danian Ambassador to 
Switzerland Akrarn 

Barakat, who is standing 
trial on charges of embez- 
zlement and/or misappro- 
priation of srate funds, was 
Tuesday freed under bail of 
JD 50,000, ■ legal sources 
said. 

Mr. Barakat was detained 
in Jan. 1995 and refused 
bail until Monday when 
Amman Criminal Court 
Judge lsam Abu Gheneim 
approved a request filed by 
Defence Attorney Ayman 
Abu Sharakh. 

The sources confirmed 
that bail was posted and all 
legal formalities completed 
on Tuesday and Mr. 
Barakat, who had been 
detained at Swaqa prison, 
was released shortly there- 
after. 

The former diplomat was 
no( immediately available 
for comment. 

This type of case is one of 


the rarest reported in Jordan 
involving a diplomat of 
ambassadorial rank. 

The court stoned hearing 
the case on SepL 20. 
months after Mr. Barakat 
was recalled from his post 
in Beme, Switzerland, fol- 
lowing a joint Foreign Min- 
istry/Audit Bureau inspec- 
tion of the embassy’s 
accounts. He was detained 
immediately upon his 
return home. 

The Foreign 

Ministry /Audit Bureau 
inspection revealed major 
discrepancies. Funds of the 
embassy were missing or 
unaccounted for, and the 
mission also suffered direct 
losses as a result of the 
ambassador’s * alleged 
actions, according to "the 
prosecution. 

The total amount, includ- 
ing the allegedly embez- 
zled/misappropriated 
amount, as well as direct 
losses, is estimated at JD 
343,116. 

The amount includes, 
according to the charge 


sheet, rent for the embassy 
premises, a loan taken by 
Mr. Barakat from the bank 
where the mission main- 
tained its account and 
seized from the accounts of 
the mission by the same 
bank (when he failed to 
repay the amount) and pro- 
ceeds from an unapproved 
sale of an embassy vehicle. 
Also included in the 
amount are damages 
claimed by those to whom 
the embassy was endebted 
and interest on payments 
that the ambassador failed 
to make. 

According to the charge 
sheet, the discrepancies sur- 
faced when the owner of 
the embassy premises in 
Beme wrote directly to the 
Foreign Ministry in 
Amman seeking payment 
of rent in late 1994. 

The Foreign Ministry, 
which had already trans- 
ferred the amount to Beme. 
launched an investigation 
along with the Audit 
Bureau and sent representa- 
tives to Switzerland to 


inspect the books of the 
embassy's accounts. 

The results of the investi- 
gation and testimonies from 
embassy staff led to the 
case against Mr. Barakat. 
who served as head of the 
Jordan Information Bureau 
in Washington for 12 years 
before being assigned as 
ambassador to Switzerland 
in 1990. 

Foreign Ministry and 
Audit Bureau officials are 
the main prosecution wit- 
nesses in the case. On Mon- 
day. the court heard the tes- 
timony of an Audit Bureau 
official. 

It was not immediately 
know n what line of defence 
the former diplomat intends 
to present in court. 

If convicted Mr. Barakat 
could be sentenced up to 15 
years in prison and a stiff 
fine equal to the amount 
that he ccused of having 
cm' . and/or misup- 
propii. _*d. 
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changes 

laws. 


^ Environmentalists, decision-makers attempt 
BEjEjlo come to an accord on dam construction 


ed by l'\E trm 

' By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jailed .Arab Enw* Speciaf lo ,he Joniun 

AMMAN — Endina a 

>ld bov. iJer.iiJ.? l0ng ? eba 'r “ Ver l . he co ?' 

? oiin it h, V , ■ stiuciion of three dams m 

f i a n h [,,, J,nfc ' the Jordan Valley, which' 

- cnjl threatened to open a 
. h _ . A' ton-ispui painful gap be ween nature 

. ■ , V? conservationists and deci- 
icudent J k,l ms. s j on -makers, Jordan Valiev 

^ :nBk •’ Authority (JVA) Secretary’ 

rngheM per capita General Dureid Mahasneh 
;jdcclared that “the preser- 
, <vacion of the environment 
newspaper reba te a fs&SXSMm for tfi? n 

. launching of the project.” 
lglish-languajc dsljc The three-month debate 
1 on new -lurid' on Lv saw the conservationists' 
during the ! g v “ worries about safeguard- 
icl Mroue. ijtheM* j or( j an ’ s natural beau- 
utdown :n ties opposed to ‘decision 

53 during a lull mfre makers’ quest for further 
5 amid a "I’hfe social and economic 
id beav\ righting is; development. 

When first announced. 

. , .the project for the con- 
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However, at the same 
time, it met with strong 
criticism from the Royal 
Society for die Conserva- 
tion of Nature (RSCNj, on 
the grounds that the con- 
struction of the dams 
would irremediably dam- 
age the eco-system of 
Wadi Mujeb, widely con- 
sidered one of the most 
spectacular features along 
the Dead Sea shore. 

. In fact the RSCN last 
September issued a fact 
’’sheet strongly rejecting the 
plan. 

Since then, the JVA and 
the RSCN “are working 
hand in hand to ensure that 
the project is environmen- 
tally sustainable.” Dr. 
Mahasneh said, adding 
that he had ‘held “more 
than one meeting" with 
RSCN president Anis 
Mouasher in this regard. 

He also said the JVA and 
the RSCN are currently 
working together on a 
study to assess the envi- 
ronmental impact of the 
three dams on the region. 

Dr. Mahasneh added that 
the JVA is now seeking 
funds for the implementa- 


tion of the project, which 
will be launched “only 
after the environmental 
study is concluded" 

According to Dr. Mahas- 
neh. water use plans for 
the proposed dams state 
that 40 per cent of the 
waters collected will be 
used for industry, mainly 
potash plants. Another 40 
per cent, he said, is slated 
for the tourism develop- 
ment area.qf Sweimeh, on 
die Dead Sea shore, 10 pe j 
cent- should be I'jjseS' for 
domestic consumption, 
and the remaining 10 per 
cent for irrigation purpos- 
es. 

Stressing the social and 
economic benefits of the 
project. Dr. Mahasneh said 
that the dams are going to 
support industry and 
tourism projects in the 
region, by maintaining and 
creating job opportunities 
for local residents. 

“Many people from 
Karak and the Safi area are 
already employed at the 
potash plant, and, when 
new hotels will open on 
the Dead Sea shore, resi- 
dents will also benefit 


from increased job oppor- 
tunities.” 

Notwithstanding possi- 
ble benefits from tourist 
development of the area, 
many environmentalists 
and conservationists 
argued that the construc- 
tion of luxury hotels will 
not positively affect the 
local people’s lives, as 
they have little chance to 
be hired in such tourist 
facilities. 

“If the local population 
witt'rtOt benefit from the 
tourism development of 
the area, the government, 
once again, should be 
blamed for not having sup- 
plied them with the proper 
vocational training in 
tourism.” 

In the fact sheet issued 
following the announce- 
ment of the plan for the 
construction of the three 
dams, the RSCN also 
argued that providing irri- 
gation water to promote 
agriculture in dry areas 
was worthwhile. 

Responding to charges 
that using vital fresh water 
id grow yet more water- 
dependent crops in dry 


areas is futile. Dr. Mahas- 
neh said that resources 
should not be employed to 
promote only one sector, at 
the expense of others. 

“Development is an inte- 
grated process” and should 
involve all economic sec- 
tors. he said. 

To those pointing out 
that the agriculture sector 
is highly water consuming 
and employs less than 
seven per cent of the coun- 
- try’s labour, force,-. -con- 
tributing to only six per 
cent of the GNP, Dr. 
Mahasneh answered 
rejecting as “terrible and 
irresponsible” the possibil- 
ity. of “destroying the agri- 
culture sector, with all the 
social costs that such a 
move would entail in some 
areas because it is not pro- 
ductive enough.” 

“If the land is not pro- 
ductive, it is not the farm- 
ers’ fault, but the govern- 
ment should be blamed.” 
he said, adding that dis- 
mantling rural communi- 
ties for the benefit of the 
industrial sector would be 
pointless, as “industry 
needs a market.” 


Organisation to repatriate 
displaced Bosnians 


AMMAN (Petra) — . The 
Jordanian Hashemite Char- 
ity Organisation (JHCO). 
which has been caring for 
displaced Bosnians since 
1993, has prepared a plan 
for the repatriation of dis- 
placed families currently 
residing in the Kingdom. 
JHCO Secretary General 
and Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Abdul 
Salam Abbadi announced 
Tuesday 

“Originally the organisa- 
tion hosted 38 Bosnian 
families, consfsting of 131 
individuals, in a facility in 
eastern Amman, providing 
them with medical treat- 
mem, water, electricity and 
heating as well as chil- 
dren’s transportation to 
school,” Dr. Abbadi said. 

“The services were all 
free.” he said, “and a 
monthly sum of JD 4.460 
was portioned out in com- 
mensurate pans to the fam- 
ilies in question.” 

Since its inception, the 
organisation has repatriated 
most of the families with 35 
Bosnians still residing [in 
the Kingdom] awaiting 
plans for their repatriation, 
the minister said. 


He confirmed that, during 
their stay in Amman, nine 
Bosnian students were 
granted scholarships to 

study . in Jordanian 

universities. 

Dr. Abbadi also 

announced that the organi- 
sation has acquired a 336- 
dunum plot of land within 
the Amman govern oraie to 
set up permanent headquar- 
ters and that the projected 
premises will include a spe- 
cialised >*depaitment .for 
launching* hfhef projects as 
well as rtsid&itja] quarters 
for students coming to Jor- 
dan in the wake of disasters 
in their native lands. 

The confines will also 
include a centre for training 
personnel regarding the 
management of disaster 
victims, he explained, a 
public garden, a small 
vocational unit for handi- 
crafts and various other 
related departments. 

He said that a nvo-storey 
building lies on the plot of 
land and comprises 1,330 
square metres which, he 
maintained, the organisa- 
tion plans to enlaige at the 
estimated cost of 
JD70, 000. 


The organisation has been 
providing relief aid to the 
victims of wars, floods, and 
other natural disasters in 
Europe. Asia and Africa 
upon directives from His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
HRH Crown Prince Ha&san 
since the organisation's 
inception in 1990. 

Last July, the organisation 
dispatched two planes 
loaded with 25 tonnes of 
relief supplies for Bosnia 
worth S220. CKXVDr. Abba- 
di-saiti antf'sirtce the aim 
break- of ihfe 1 ' war 1 in Bosnia! 
Jordanians have provided 
the organisation with JD 1.7 
million in currency and JD 
1.3 million in the form of in- 
kind aid. 

He said that the JHCO is 
currently embarking on a 
plan to use cash contribu- 
tions in the implementation 
of reconstruction projeers 
in Bosnia and for building 
schools and health centres. 

Dr. Abbadi said that this 
year the organisation sent 
relief in the form of food 
and medical supplies to vic- 
tims of Israeli attacks in 
southern Lebanon and sim- 
ilar shipments to flood vic- 
tims in Yemen. 
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FILMS 

•.‘Till We Meet Again” (PL I) at the British Coun- 
cil at 7:00 p.m. 

CONCERT 

Performance of Austrian classical music at the 
Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

PANEL DISCUSSION 

• Panel discussion with the participation of Dr. 
Taleb Rifai, director of the Investments Promotion 
Corporation, and Dr. Yousef Mansur, consultant at 
,the Ministry of Planning, on the Cairo Middle East 
*nd North Africa (MENA) economic summit at the 
American Centre auditorium at 5:00 p.m. 

V ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION 

•-Human rights issues are to be addressed at a 
[found table discussion on Wednesday at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 4 p.m. Open to the public, the 
Ifarficipants will include ministers, pariiamentari- 
pitis and human rights activists. The event has been 
'"Utilised by the Arab League for Human loghts 
theAl-Riadeh Centre for Information and btud- 

SEMINAR AND LECTURE 

jThe Technology of Artificial Fertilization and 
ffclical Ethics” with the participation of Dr. Zubair 
* ” Faris and Dr. Mn’in Faddah at Abdul Hameed 
tan Foundation, Jabal Amman at 6:00 p.m. 
g^-Jogue with Marwan Kassab-Bachi on Jus artis- 
#>ork (to be followed by a concert by bakhrmi- 
W)/at Abdul Hameed Sboman Foundation, jabai 


Amman at 6:00 p-m. 


EXHIBITIONS 

• Works by Jalal Ariqat and Larisa Najar at Institu- 
te Cervantes, Jabal Amman, until Dec. 6. 

• Retrospective exhibition by Berlin-based Syrian 
artist Marwan Kassab-Bachi at Darat A1 Fun on, 
Jalal Weibdeh, until Dec. 10. Also displaying works 
of contemporary Arab artists. 

• Works by Syrian artist Mustafa Ali at Baladna Art 
Gallery, Gardens St until Nov. 30. 

• Aspects from the modern Jordanian plastic art by 
several Jordanian artists entitled “Message” at Alia 
Art Gallery, Jabal Amman, until Nov. 28. 

• Works by Monkith Sa’id and Bert Hermens enti- 
tled “Untitled Diary” at Balqa Art Gallery, Fuheis, 
until Nov. 21. 

• Photo panels and mosaics exhibition by German 
artist Yona Joest entitled “Petra — A Cosmological 
Dialogue” at the Royal Cultural Centre, until Nov. 

30. 

• Photography exhibition “A1 Aqsa Uprisings” by 
Khalid A1 Zaghawi at Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation, Jabal Amman, until Nov. 22. 

- Works by twenty four artists (from Iraq, Holland, 
Lebanon, Vietnam, Spain, Greece, Curacao, Indone- 
sia, Russia, and Chile) entitled Hond and Hamer 
“Art in Cultural Transmission” at the Royal Society 
of Fine Art, Jabal Weibdeh until Nov. 30. 

• Photo exhibition by Basma Asfour entitled “Dou- 
bles Regards” at the French Cultural Centre, until 
Nov. 28. 


Lovers receive death penalty 
for spousal murder 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The 
Amman Criminal Court 
Tuesday passed death 
penalty verdicts in the 
case of two determined 
to be guilty of poisoning 
a 60-year old man in the 
village of Deir Ala’ a 
near Salt in January of 
this year. 

The court tribunal, 
comprised of Justices 
Abdul Ruhman -Tawfiq. 
Mifleh Mobeidin and 
Ismael Hmouz, found 
Raya Musa, 35 and Has- 
san Faleh 45, guilty of 
the premeditated murder 
of Ahmad Mohammed 
Mire’eh, on Jan. 3. - 
The victim was the 
husband of Ms. Musa. 

Upon announcement of 
the verdict. Ms. Musa, a 
mother of nine, collapsed 
and then proceeded to 
lament, screaming that 
she was innocent and 
begging for mercy. 

Mr. Faleh remained 
standing, watching her 
impassively. 

According to court 
transcripts, the two sus- 
pects, who worked in the 
Deir Ala’a Health Cen- 
tre, had been engaged in 
an extra-martial affair 
since the beginning of 
1995. 

Four months previous 


to the murder, Mr. Faleh 
asked Ms. Musa to 
divorce her husband and 
marry him. the tran- 
scripts stated. 

“But married, in the 
knowledge that her hus- 
band would not accede to 
a divorce, the two 
hatched a plot to murder 
Mr. Mire’eh,” Judge 
Tawfiq said in the read- 
ing of the verdict. 

Judge Tawfiq elucidat- 
ed that the two divided 
their roles with Mr. Faleh 
procuring rat poison, 
while the Ms. Musa pur- 
chased sleeping pills. 

The night of the mur- 
der, transcripts stated, 
jointly with the rat poi- 
son. Ms. Musa dissolved 
three sleeping pills in a 
cup of tea and served it to 
her husband. 

According to the court. 
Ms. Musa, who was 25 
years her husband’s 
junior, had frequent quar- 
rels with her spouse. 

The two had been mar- 
ried for 22 years. 

Criminal Court Prose- 
cutor Ali Abu Hjeleh had 
requested .the maximum 
penalty. 

The legal counsel had 
pleaded on behalf of his 
clients, stating that Ms. 
Musa was the sole sup- 
porter of nine children 
and Mr. Faleh was the 
father of four. 


Following the verdict’s 
announcement the 
defence attorney stated 
plans to appeal the ver- 
dict at the Court of Cas- 
sation. 

Ms. Musa was the third 
woman and the 20th per- 
son sentenced to death 
this year. 

On July 31, two 
women, a mother and her 
daughter, were sentenced 
to death in absentia, after 
they were found guilty of 
murdering a newborn in 
October of 1994. 

Seven people have 

been executed since the 
beginning of the year. 

Meanwhile, the Crimi- 
nal Court Tuesday post- 
poned, for the second 
time, procedures in the 
retrial of nine people- 
five of whom were sen- 
tenced to death in 1995. 

An attorney. Jalal 

Abbassi, failed to appear 
in court for the second 
time, and Judge Tawfiq 
set Dec. 3 as the date to 
hear the case. 

The nine, part of a 
group of 12. including 
two women, had previ- 
ously received prison 
sentences ranging from 
10 years to death for a 
total of 230 crimes, 
including murder, armed 
robbery, theft, kidnap- 
ping and fraud. 


Pakistani 
delegation 
arrives for 
economic 
talks 


AMMAN (Petra) — A nine- 
member Pakistani trade del- 
egation arrived Tuesday on a 
three-day visit during which 
they will hold talks with 
businessmen and represen- 
tatives of the private sector. 

These will cover means of 
enhancing commercial 
exchange and developing 
bilateral economic ties. 

In a related development, 
a British-Middle Eastern 
Association trade delegation 
arrives tomorrow on a five- 
day visit for talks with busi- 
nessmen on trade opportuni- 
ties as well as the possibility 
of setting up joint industries 
in Jordan. 

The delegation includes 
representatives of six British 
companies specialised in 
manufacturing gauging 
equipment. artificial 

flavours, and representatives 
of pharmaceutical, food, 
chemical, cosmetic and per- 
fume industries. 

The delegation is headed 
by Michael Thomas, mem- 
ber of the British-Middle 
Eastern Trade Committee, a 
governmental body entrust- 
ed with giving advice to the 
British Trade Department on 
bilateral cooperation 

between British and Middle 
Eastern companies, 
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eWorld News 

Firemen put out freight shuttle 
blaze in mid-Channel Tunnel 


CALAIS. France lAFP) — 
Firemen from France and 
Britain put out a fire aboard 
a freight shuttle in the mid- 
dle of the Channel Tunnel 
Tuesday after fighting the 
blaze throughout the night. 

It was the first serious 
incident since the 1994 
opening of the tunnel. Eight 
people were injured at 6:15 
a.m. (0515 GMT), operating 
company Eurotunnel report" 
ed firemen had virtually 
extinguished the fire, which 
started aboard a truck. Two 
of the eight injured suffered 
severe smoke inhalation, 
and six trucks were des- 
troyed. The other 26 passen- 
gers and crew were under 
observation. 

Eurotunnel shares shed 
3.5 per cent to SS pence — 
about four per cent — when 
the London stock exchange 
opened, but recovered 
slightly by mid-moming. 

Eurotunnel security direc- 
tor Clive Durrani said on 
BBC radio that a bi-national 
emergency plan had 
"worked exactly as we an- 
ticipated. The operation was 
led by the French although 
100 fire officers from Kent 
have been involved in con- 
taining the incident." 

A spokesman for the com- 
pany said the passengers 
were evacuated into a ser- 
vice tunnel and safety in 
only four minutes. “We had 


a full-scale international 
emergency exercise earlier 
this month and that 
undoubtedly helped." 

Passengers booked on the 
first two Eurostar trains 
Tuesday between Paris and 
London and vice versa were 
being transported by plane 
or being transferred to 
Calais- Dover ferries, and 
put back on Eurostar at the 
tunnel terminals. French 
railway officials said. 

A spokesman for Kent 
firemen said firefighters 
worked in difficult condi- 
tions to put out the blaze. 

“It was very dark and very 
hot down there," he said. 
“All the lights were out and 
firefighters were basically 
having to feel their way 
along the tunnel and they 
could only stay down there 
for a maximum of 10 min- 
utes before we had to bring 
them back because of the 
heat. Crews on both sides 
worked very well together." 

Eurotunnel officials said 
the runnel would remain 
closed to traffic Tuesday 
morning and probably re- 
open to partial traffic later 
in the day. 

Meanwhile hospital sour- 
ces in Lille said the two 
people most seriously af- 
fected by fumes from the 
blaze were in intensive care 
bin their condition did not 
give rise to concern. 


A joint statement from 
Eurotunnel and French local 
authorities said the blaze 
also damaged the rear loco- 
motive of the train. 

Firemen wearing breath- 
ing apparatus had been con- 
fronted by a wall of heat, 
and could only stay for a 
short time at the scene 
before being relieved by 
colleagues, the statement 
said. 

The fire broke out around 
10:00 p.m. Monday aboard 
the shuttle, which was car- 
rying 29 trucks and their 3 1 
occupants, together with 
three train crew, when it 
was 17 kilometres from the 
French coast on its way to 
England. 

Rescue workers, including 
paramedics and firemen 
were at the scene within 
minutes ’ and transferred 
most of the occupants of the 
stricken shuttle to a car 
shuttle heading for France. 

The two worst-affected 
were later taken to hospital 
in Lille, and six others to 
Calais. . Among these eight 
were the train crew, who 
were all French. 

The remaining 26 people 
were sent for observation to 
hospital in Boulogne. 

The sub-prefect of Calais. 
Jean-Pascal Cogez, said ear- 
lier that one of the lorries 
had ■ been carrying an 
unspecified dangerous load. 


Separatist elections threaten 
to inflame Caucasus further 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Elec- 
tions this month in break- 
away regions of the Cauca- 
sus threaten to inflame ten- 
sions in a region already 
shaken by the war in Che- 
chenya. 

Georgian President Ed- 
uard Shevardnadze __has 
been powerless to prevent' 
polls on Nov. 10 to elecra 
"president" of South Os- 
setia — which wants to quit 
Georgia and join with Rus- 
sian North Ossetia — and 
legislative elections Satur- 
day in Abkhazia. 

Tbilisi effectively lost 
control of South Ossetia in 
1991. and Mr. Shevardnad- 
zes plea, that the poll broke 
an agreement reached last 
August for prior negotia- 
tions to be held with'’ Rus- 
sian mediators and the Or- 
ganisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE), was ignored. 

The speaker of the South 
Ossetian parliament. Lud- 
wig Chibirov. was declared 
first president of the break- 
away region after gaining 


60 per cent of the vote. 

The outcome of elections 
for a new parliament for 
Abkhazia could depend on 
whether they strengthen the 
authority of the assembly's 
speaker. Vladislav Ardzin- 
ba, enabling him to reach 
,_so|fle sort Of Jeft5proniise_ 
"with Tbilisi. “ 

Abkhazia broke away 
after defeating the Georgian 
army in a war that ended in 
1993. but Mr. Ardzinba is 
under strong pressure from 
Russia and Western Euro- 
pean countries to accept the 
status of autonomous re- 
public within Georgia. 

However elements in the 
parliament and the army are 
pushing for continued inde- 
pendence. 

The riskiest poll in the 
region, however, is in Na- 
gorno-Karabakh. the Ar- 
menian-populated enclav in 
Azerbaijan which fought a 
six-year war against Baku's 
forces, conquered 8.000 
square kilometres of territo- 
ry and expelled the Azeri 
population to set up a buffer 


zone. 

Some 100,000 voters of 
the Nagorno-Karabakh vote 
for their first “president” 
Sunday, with victory likely 
to go to the current strong- 
man in the territory, Robert 
Kocharian. 

Baku has ca lled the polls 

J-’a serious diplomatic eprqr." 
warning that they risk to 
hamper if not halt the diffi- 
cult negotiations on the 
enclaves status being car- 
ried out under the aegis of 
the OSCE since May 1994. 

Russia, the United States 
and other countries have 
expressed their anxiety at 
the move when the negotia- 
tions are far from achieving 
any result. 

But the authorities in 
Stepanakert, the capital of 
Nagorno-Karabakh, backed 
by Yerevan and the wide- 
spread Armenian diaspora, 
seem set on continuing the 
policy of boldness that has 
so far paid off. albeit at the 
cost of thousands killed in 
the war. 


Top Japan welfare bureaucrat 
resigns over new scandal 


TOKYO (R» — A top 
bureaucrat resigned Tues- 
day amid media reports that 
he took cash and other gifts 
from a business executive in 
a new scandal at Japan's 
troubled health and welfare 
ministry. 

A senior official of the 
main opposition Shinshinto 
(New Frontier Party! said 
the party would take up the 
new scandal in parliament 
as a classic example of the 
corruption bred by Japan's 
“iron triangle" of bureau- 
crats. business and politics. 

Health Minister Junichiro 
Koizumi told a news con- 
ference he accepted Vice 
Health Minister Ncbuhani 
Okamitsu's resignation af- 
ter media reports said he 
took unreponed gifts from a 
man running a private wel- 
fare institution. 

The affair incurred the 
wrath of Prime Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto. who 
has pledged bureaucratic 
reform as a pillar of his new 
government. 

‘i regret this very much 
because we are striving for 
administrative reform." Mr. 
Hashimoto told his cabinet. 
“This is a (result of a) loss 
of ethics among bureau- 
crats." 

The daily Asahi Shimbun 
reported Monday that Oka- 
mitsu. the top bureaucrat in 
the powerful health and 
welfare ministry, received a 
golf dub membership 
worth 13 million Yen 


(SI 16,000) and the use of a 
luxury car from Hiroshi 
Koyama. president of a firm 
which runs homes for the 
aged. 

Okamitsu denied having 
received the golf member- 
ship. but club records 
showed he played using the 
membership in question. 
Okamitsu acknowledged he 
had been borrowing the car 
this year. 

Golf memberships are 
highly prized and arc consid- 
ered to be assets in Japan. 

In addition, the daily 
Yomiuri Shimbun and Kyo- 
do news agency reported 
that Okamitsu took 60 mil- 
lion Yen ($535,000) in unre- 
ported donations from Ko- 
yama. In a statement he 
delivered to the ministry. 
Okamitsu denied taking the 
cash. 

Since 1990. Koyama's old 
people's homes have been 
granted a total of 360 mil- 
lion Yen ($3.21 million) in 
government subsidies for 
erecting specialised welfare 
institutions. 

Koyama was reported to 
have boasted repeatedly 
about his ties to health min- 
istry bureaucrats, who have 
power over who is granted 
subsidies. Police have 
arrested Koyama on bribery- 
charges unrelated to Oka- 
mitsu. 

Domestic media said 
police had also arrested a 
former health ministry offi- 
cial on suspicion of taking 


bribes from Koyama. The 
former official ran unsuc- 
cessfully as a candidate of 
Mr. Hashimoto's Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) in 
last month’s general elec- 
tion. the reports said. 

“This should be treated 
not as a case of a single offi- 
cial taking gifts, but as an 
example of the over-regu- 
lated society which is Ihe 
seedbed of this kind of cor- 
ruption and indeed is a 
major obstacle to enliven- 
ing our economy.** the 
senior Shinshinto official 
told reporters. 

“We intend to take this, up 
in parliament as an example 
of what is wrong with 
Japanese society and of 
what needs to be changed.” 
the opposition party official 
said. 

The latest affair follows 
other scandals at the min- 
istry. which holds jurisdic- 
tion over the lucrative med- 
ical and pharmaceutical 
industries, as well as wel- 
fare institutions. 

Last month, a senior min- 
istry official was arrested 
for criminal negligence 
over his alleged role in the 
spread of the HIV virus 
among haemophiliacs 
through untreated blood 
products. 

Some 1 .800 Japanese 
haemophiliacs contracted 
HIV. which causes aids, 
through ministry-sanc- 
tioned usage of the prod- 
ucts. 


but it was not the one to 
catch fire first. Firemen said 
one vehicle seemed to have 
been carrying polystyrene, 
which gives off toxic fumes. 

Freight shuttles carry 
trucks on trains of open 
cars, with their drivers trav- 
elling in separate coaches 
during the 30-minute jour- 
ney. 

Unlike on passenger car 
shuttles, there is no fire- 
proof partition between 
wagons. 

The incident occurred 
only 10 days after an annual 
security exercise to test the 
reaction capability of emer- 
gency services in conditions 
as near to real as possible. 

The blaze broke out short- 
ly after services resumed in 
the wake of a two-hour 
stoppage called by French 
unions to protest a plan to 
shed jobs, the first such 
action since the tunnel 
opened. 

As well as the freight and 
car shuttles, the tunnel is 
used by the high-speed 
Eurostar passenger trains 
connecting London with 
Paris and Brussels. 

Eurotunnel said the re- 
maining problem was how 
to get the damaged train out 
of the tunnel. It would prob- 
ably be split into two. with 
one half being towed on to 
England and the other half 
back to France. 

N. Korea 
to close 
border 
liaison office 

SEOUL (R) — North Ko- 
rea said Tuesday it would 
temporarily dose its liai- 
son office at the border vil- 
lage of Panmunjora. the 
c ountry’s official Radio 
“Pyongyang - reported. 

“We will temporarily 
stop operations and with- 
draw our representatives 
from our liaison office at 
Panmunjom from Nov. 
20." Radio Pyongyang said 
in a broadcast monitored in 
Tokyo. 

North Korea's official 
radio said there was no 
longer a need for the office 
as South Korean President 
Kim Young-Sam had said 
Seoul was cutting off all 
dialogue with Pyongyang. 

It said Mr. Kim made the 
statement in an interview' 
with the Washington Posi 
on Nov. 9. 

“The reason for the liai- 
son office's existence itself 
has ceased to exist.” the 
radio said. 

The liaison office was set 
up in 1992 for govemment- 
to-government exchanges 
between north and South 
Korea at a rare moment of 
warmth in inter- Korea rela- 
tions. In that year, a meei- 
ing of the two Korean pre- 
miers resulted in a non- 
aggression and reconcilia- 
tion pact. 

Aside from a Red Cross 
office, the liaison office is 
(he only point of civilian 
contact between the rival 
Koreas. 

There is a separate chan- 
nel of communication 
through the military Armis- 
tice Commission, which 
overseas the truce that en- 
ded the 1950-53 Korean 
War. 

On Tuesday, a commis- 
sion meeting was held in 
Panmunjom to discuss 
North Korean demands for 
the return of the bodies of 
24 North Koreans among a 
crew of 26 that landed in 
the South on a submarine 
in September. 

South Korea has said it 
will nor return the bodies 
until North Korea apolo- 
gises for the submarine 
incursion. 

Representatives of the 
U.S.-led United Nations 
Command at the commis- 
sion meeting told Northern 
military officers the matter 
should be resolved bet- 
ween North and South 
Korea, a U.N. Command 
statement said. 

Diplomats said the clo- 
sure of the liaison office 
would have little practical 
effect, and the North 
Korean move was mainly 
symbolic. 
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Cuban President Fidel Castro (left) poses with Pope John Paul n prior to their talks 
at the Vatican Tuesday. This is their first meeting and could pave the way for a papal 
trip to Cuba (Reuter photo) 

Castro meets Pope at Vatican 


VATICAN CITY (R) — 
Pope John Paul and 
President Fidel Castro met 
I for the first time Tuesday at 
! an historic Vatican audience 
that could pave the way for 
a .papal trip to Communist 
Cuba. 

Mr. Castro, one of the 
world's few remaining 
Marxist leaders, was 
whisked into the Vatican 
under heavy security for the 
audience in the Pope's fres- 
coed private study. 

His motorcade of 1 6 cars, 
one with a light machine 
gun poking through its sun- 
roof. swept into St Peter's 
Square with sirens wailing. 
Mr. Castro was hidden from 
view behind his car's dark- 
ened windows. 

All media access for the 
meeting, the Pope's most 
significant since he re- 
ceived then Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev in 
December 19S9. was can- 
celled at an hour’s notice. 

The 76-year-old Pope's 
personal crusades encour- 
aged the peoples of Eastern 
Europe, including in his 
native Poland, to shake off 
Communism in the revolu- 
tions that swept the region 
in 1989 and brought down 
the Berlin wall. 

Deputy Vatican spokes- 
man Father Ciro Benedet- 
tini said the audience began 
as scheduled at II a.m. 

( 1000 GMT). It was expect- 
ed to last about one hour. 

Vatican sources said the 
Pope was expected to call 
on Mr. Castro to introduce 


democratic political re- 
forms and discuss human 
rights on the island which is 
still about 42 per cent 
Catholic. 

Mr. Castro, answering 
reporters' questions Sunday 
at the close of a U.N.-spon- 
sored World Food Summit 
in Rome, suggested that the 
Pope could visit Cuba any 
time he wished. 

For years a papal trip to 
the Caribbean island had 
seemed an impossibility. 
The Pope is due to go to 
Brazil next October when a 
stop could be added to 
Cuba, the only Spanish- 
speaking country the Ro- 
man Catholic leader has not 
visited in Latin America. 

“The last bulwark of 
Communism in the West is 
presenting himself to the 
pontiff of Rome and that 
means that the doors of 
Cuba are officially open to 
the Pope, probably next 
year." Italian state televi- 
sion RA1 said in a commen- 
tary. 

“Fidel Castro, atheistic 
and priest-eater, is forget- 
ting the past and looking to 
the future by going via the 
Pope " it said. 

Mr. Castro, who made 
clear at a news conference 
Saturday that he was not 
about to change political 
course, was almost certain 
to ask the Pope to speak out 
even more forcefully 
against the 34-year-old U.S. 
embargo on his island 
nation. 

The Vatican sources said 


the pontiff was expected to 
press the 70-vear-old revo- 
lutionary to allow' the 
church more educational 
and religious freedom and 
more access to the media. 

Shortly after Mr. Castro 
took control in 1959. Cuba 
was 'declared a Socialist 
state. Some 350 Catholic 
schools were nationalised 
and more than 100 priests 
expelled. Freedom of wor- 
ship and religious instruc- 
tion are limited to churqh 
premises. 

The restrictions on the 
Roman Catholic church 
now are similar to those in 
place in the Soviet Union 
and parts of Eastern Europe 
until the collapse of the iron 
curtain. 

The local church, which 
the Pope rewarded for its 
hardships by naming the 
first Cuban cardinal in 
1994. has often clashed 
with what it calls the gov- 
ernment's atheistic philoso- 
phy. 

Ironically, exactly 24 
hours before his meeting 
with Mr. Castro, the Pope 
met for the fourth time with , 
Mr. Gorbachev, whose “Pe- 
restroika" restructuring re- 
forms began the domino 
effect tiiat led to the end of 
Communism in Eastern 
Europe. 

“Your holiness. I recall 
our first meeting here which i 
led to the start of so many I 
changes both inside and 
outside of die Soviet Un- 
ion." Mr. Gorbachev said, 
according to a spokesman. 


Cambodian premier warns of military 
reaction following murder of relative 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
A gunman shot dead the 
brother-in-law of Cambo- 
dian second Prime Minis- 
ter Hun Sen. a senior gov- 
ern ment official, outside a 
I restaurant in central 
Phnom Penh Tuesday, 
police and relatives said.’ 
Colonel Knv Samuth. 
39. deputy director of the 
Interior Ministry's eco- 
nomics branch, died of 
massive chest wounds 
shonlv after arriving at 
Phnom Penh's Calmette 
Hospital, police said. 

Mr. Hun Sen vowed a 
military response in u 
speech broadcast on 
national radio just hours 
after the killing of Kov 
Samuth. his wife's brother. 

“It is time for me to pre- 
pare the forces to fight in 
the coming few hours or 
days if it is necessary to 
protect the people's lives." 
he said. 

Col. Kov Samuth was 
gunned down outside a 
popular restaurant by an 
unidentified assailant’ who 
escaped on a motorcycle 
with die help of at least 
one accomplice. 

Mr. Hun Sen said he 
believed the murder was 
an attempt to intimidate 
members of an alleged 
underground Khmer 
Rouge terrorist cell operat- 
ing in Phnom Penh from 
defecting. 

“I wish to inform my 
beloved people... that if 
the underground group 
faces risks Tin defecting). I 
will have an immediate 
reaction because a military 
reaction to provide safely 
for our people is my duty. 1 ' 

On Saturday. 10 men 
claiming to be members of 
the cell held a press con- 
ference at Hun Sen’s 
house in which they 
claimed that the unrecog- 


nised opposition Khmer 
Nation Party (KNP) was a 
Khmer Rouge front and 
that members of the royal- 
ist Funeinpec Party had 
conspired to cover up the 
link. 

They further alleged that 
the Khmer Rouge had 
planted agents in different 
political parlies as well in 
as in senior positions in 
the police and military. 

KNP officials and Fun- 
cinpcc president. First 
Prime Minister Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh, have 
angrily denied the men's 
allegations which were 
presented with no support- 
ing evidence except for a 
six-page typed confession. 

But in hts speech. Mr. 
Hun Sen said he had direct 
proof of the allegations 
and warned “politicians 
and political parties’* not 
to interfere with his work 
in convincing the rest of 
the underground group to 
defect. 

He said three of the men 
had identity cards signed 
by Prince Ranariddh and 
rejected the prince’s call 
for the 10 men to be 
brought in for intensive 
questioning by Funcinpcc 
officials and the media 
saying: “The questions 
and answers will have to 
come later on.” 

‘‘These guys have to be 
under control of Hun Sen. 
no one will be allowed to 
touch them.” he said. 
“After the work is done, 
everything will be done 
according to the law.” 

Kov Samuth's murder 
comes us tensions between 
Hun Sen’s formerly Com- 
munist Cambodian Peo- 
ple's Pany (CPP) and Fun- 
cinpcc — the two main 
partners in the current 
coalition . government — 
arc near an all-time high 


following the accusations. 

Prince Ranariddh, who 
left Cambodia Tuesday for 
a meeting of the world 
economic forum in Hong 
Kong before Mr. Hun 
Sen’s speech, said Fun- 
cinpec would issue a con- 
dolence letter condemning 
the murder. 

But he insisted that "if 
there is any tension, it does 
not come from the Funcin- 
pcc side.” 

“As you are very well 
aware, 1 could have react- 
ed in a very violent man- 
ner to such an organized 
press conference and dec- 
laration at Hun Sen's 
house, but 1 did not.” the 
prince told reporters. 

He added that he thought 
such unsupported allega- 
tions were “hail for the 
country." 

In his speech. Mr. Hun 
Sen said that after the alle- 
gations were made he had 
ordered all “military units 
who are faithful ir> peace 
and (who) support mv 
action" to he on alert for 
threats against the defec- 
tors but had neglected in 
protect his brother-in-law. 

‘That was m\ mistake." 
he said. 

But he appealed for 
Khmer Rouge moles hid- 
den around the country m 
come out and defect, 
promising that even the 1 
men who killed his broth- 
er-in-law would rcceievc 
amnesty. 

Kov Samuth. is survived 
by his wife. Lim Sotha. 
and a 13-year-old daugh- 
ter. 


Dunblane 

LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
parliament voted Monday 
to reject a complete ban on 
the private ownership of 
handguns despite pleas 
from parents of children 
killed in March’s Dunblane 
massacre. 

It backed a government 
proposal to restrict the 
weapons, which some leg- 
islators warned could leave 
a loophole in the law which 
would allow another 
crazed gunman to commit 
mass murder. 

The main opposition par- 
ties backed an amendment 1 
to a gun control bill going 
through parliament which 
would have made handgun 
ownership illegal except 
for certain professionals. 

But with the conservative 
government instructing its 
members to oppose the 
amendment, it was defeat- 
ed by 306 votes to 281. 

Proposing the amend- 
ment. rebel Conservative 
MP Robert Hughes praised 
the Dunblane parents look- 
ing on from the public 
gallery for a doughty cam- 
paign for a ban which has 
resulted in a petition signed 
by 750,000 people. 

“They don’t think that 
their relatives can be 
brought back. But what 
they recognise is that if we 
leave handguns in the 
hands of private citizens, as -' 
regrettably the government 
proposals would do. we run 
the risk that once again we 
would have a tragedy 
caused by legally-held 
weapons," Mr. Hughes 
said. 

Sixteen young children 
and their primary school 
teacher died in a school 
5 j$m in Dunblane when 
crazed loner Thomas Ha- 
milton walked in and start- 
ed blasting away with 
handguns for which police 
had granted him a licence. 

Under the government 
proposals, designed to pro- 
tect the sport of target 
shooting, handguns of .22 
calibre would be permitted 
provided they were kept 
under stringent security 
conditions in registered 
gnn clubs. 

“If it is possible to pro- 
vide the public with theff 
protection they need and 
deserve while allowing 
sonic limited legitimate 
sporting activities to con- 
tinue. it is the govern- 
ment's duty to lake that 
course." Interior Minister 
Michael Howard said. 

At least four Conserva- 
tive members defied pany 
managers to back a total 
ban. With the Conserva- 
tives having a majority of 
only one in parliament, this 
could have led to a defeat. 

But the opposition La- 
bour Party proved unable 
to get solid backing from 
non-Conservative MPs. 

Backing a total ban. Con- 
servative former Interior 
Minister David Mel lor pre- 
dicted that if the govern- ± 
ment proposals went- 
through, people would 
“trade down” into .22 wea- 
pons. 

"And .21s are capable of 
jusi us much damage as 
Thomas Hamilton did with 
a more powerful pistol." he 
said. 

In an emotional speech. 
George Robertson, the 
opposition Labour Party's 
Scottish affairs spokesman, 
who lives in Dunblarie. 
pleaded with MPs to act to 
prevent anorher tragedy. 

“If wc were tonight to 
leave a loophole in the 
firearms law big enough 
for another mass murder- 
er.. .to walk through, then 
we would never be forgiv- 
en or deserve to be forgiv- 
en.” he said. 

Earlier in the day. people 
from Dunblane, flown to 
London by a Scottish 
newspaper, lobbied MPs iCi 
support the complete ban. 

A few Conservatives said 
die government proposals 
went too far to restrict the 
right to practise a legiti- 
mate sport. 
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HOBART, Australia (R) — 
Australian mass murderer 
Martin Bryant showed no 
mercy as he hunted down 
some of his 35 victims at 
port Arthur in April, exe- 
cuting a six-year-old girl as 
she hid behind a tree, a 
court heard Tuesday. 

Prosecutors outlined 
chilling details of the mas- 
sacre to the Tasmanian 
Supreme Court as part of a 
sentencing hearing for Mr. 
Bryant who made a sur- 
prise decision two weeks 
ago to confess to the mur- 
ders and reverse bis earlier 
pleas of innocence. 

Prosecutor Damian Bugg 
told the court he had diffi- 
culty describing in unemo- 
tional terms the carnage 
unleashed by Mr. Bryant at 
a popular tourist spot in 
this southern island state. 

‘There’s no doubt at his 
...desire to cause maximum 
carnage," Mr. Bugg said, 
adding Mr. Bryant had yet 
to give any reason for the 
horrifying crimes he com- 
mitted on April 28. Mr. 
Bugg asked the judge to 
hand down a life sentence 
with no parole. 

Relatives of some of the 
dead and massacre sur- 
vivors wept in the window- 
less courtroom's small 
public gallery as Mr. Bugg 
recounted the full details of 
the murders, and the brav- 
ery of a few people who 
suffered serious injury to 
rescue others. 

Mr. Bryant meanwhile 
looked relaxed in the dock, 
as he did in his previous 
two court appearances, 
smiling and smirking dur- 
ing proceedings and turn- 
ing to meet die stares of 
distraught people close by 
j in the public gallery, sega- 
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his" wife anti two young 
daughters in the massacre, 
was in tears as Mr. Bugg 
told of how Nanette Mikac 
pleaded with the gunman: 
“Please don’t hurt my 
babies” 

Mr. Bryant demanded 
three times that Nanette 
Mikac get on her knees 
before shooting her in the 
head and firing twice on 
three-year-old Madeline, 
who had been in her moth- 
er’s arms. Mr. Bryant then 
turned on Alannah Mikac, 
6, as she hid behind a tree. 

Tie then moved to the 
tree and shot her at near 
contact point...,” Mr. Bugg 
said. “The gun was pushed 
into the child's neck and 
fired.’’ 

Mr. Bugg also told of 
how one man visiting Port 
Arthur, a former penal 
colony and popular tourist 
attraction, found his wife 
dying in the historic site's 
carpark. She had been shot 
in the' buttocks then fin- 
ished off by Bryant with a 
shot to her back. 

Crouched over his wife. 


o - ih- nrP ,Hlv:i ’ Crouched over his wife, 
° Ul P .,m pro'-tf p Neville Quin turned to find 
Pour r- . Mr. Biyant shooting at 

to gei ‘ him. Quin fled onto an 

" on - c . l,n *! .Zj* 1 ' empty . tourist bus and 
Backin? ^ . is.' Bryant followed, finding 

servame him hiding behind a seat 

Minister L’- u ‘ L $■*- j “No one gets away from 
dieted that ,."*j me", Mr. Bryant said 
meni P r °P 1 '^. a before firing. 

Quin flinched and the 
bullet struck his neck but 
be survived, Bugg said. 

Mr. Bryant’s “trail of 
destruction” had begun at a 
guesthouse near Port 
Arthur around midday, 
when he shot dead its two 
owners. Uteri at a crowded 
cafe inside the historic site 
20 people died within two 
minutes, the court heard. 
Tt’s more appropriate to 
term what he did in that 
as slaughter” Mr. 
Bugg said, quoting survi- 
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U.S. President Bill Clinton walks with Australian Governor General Sir William 
Deane (right) at Sydney’s Kingsford Smith Airport Tuesday, with first lady Hillary 
Clinton (left) behind. Mr. Clinton and his wife are on a four day visit to Australia, 
mixing offical talks on trade and security with a round of golf and a visit to the Great 
Barrier Reef (Reuter photo) 

Clinton arrives in Australia 


SYDNEY (R) — U.S. Pre- 
sident Bill Clinton arrived 
in Australia Tuesday al the 
start of his first overseas 
trip since his re-election. 

Accompanied by his wife 
Hillary. Mr. Clinton flew 
into Sydney on Air Force 
One to a 21-gun salute and 
a red carpet welcome from 
Prime Minister John Ho- 
ward. 

On a breezy spring eve- 
ning, the Clintons were also 
greeted by Governor-Ge- 
neral William Deane, the 
representative in Australia 
of head-of-state Queen 
Elizabeth. 

Mr. Clinton walked across 
the airport tarmac to say 
hello to about 150 members 
of the public, who were eas- 
ily outnumbered security 
officials, journalists and 
members of Mr. Clinton's 
travelling entourage. 

Mr. Clinton will stay in 
Australia until Saturday and 
visit Sydney, Canberra and 
the Great Barrier Reef, 
before attending the Asia- 
Pacific Economic Coopera- 
tion (APEC) summit in the 
Philippines. 

But the state visit will see 
golf and warersports taking 
up more time than politics 
and diplomacy, despite 
Australian concerns over 
U.S. trade policy. 

Mr. Howard said Tuesday 
he would raise serious trade 
issues with Mr. Clinton in a 
one-hour meeting Wednes- 
day in the national capital 
Canberra. 

Mr. Howard said it was 
unfair that primary indus- 
tries in the United States, 


Japan and Europe were sub- 
sidised by governments. 

T will be of course talk- 
ing to the president about 
the continued discrimina- 
tion against agriculture 
expons in world trading 
arrangements." Mr. Howard 
said. Australia, like the 
United Stales, is a major 
agricultural exporter. 

In 1992, thousands of 
Australian wheat farmers 
staged noisy demonstra- 
tions against visiting former 
U.S. President George Bush 
to protest against a U.S. 
trade programme — the 
export enhancement pro- 
gram — which subsidises 
U.S. grain sales. 

"The inefficient producers 
of primary produce get help 
from their governments, 
such as the Europeans and 
on occasions the Americans 
and Japanese ... and that 
subsidised produce is then 
really dumped into our mar- 
kets (and) we lose them ” 
Mr. Howard said. 

• Tf we were to rum around 
and do the same- thing with 
some of our manufacturing 
exports we would be in 
trouble under world trade 
rules and that is the unfair 
and unbalanced world trad- 
ing scene,” Mr. Howard 
said. 

“And that kind of thing I 
will certainly talk abour 
(with Mr. Clinton)” he 
said. 

Australia’s trading relation- 
ship with the United States is 
nearly four to one in favour 
of the United States. 

Australian merchandise 
exports to the United States 


were valued at A$4.6 bil- 
lion (S3.6 billion) in 1995, 
while U.S. exports to Aus- 
tralia stood at A$i6.7 bil- 
lion. 

Mr. Clinton is the third 
American president to visit 
Australia after Lyndon 
Johnson and George Bush. 

After meeting Mr. Ho- 
ward, Mr. Clinton will add- 
ress a joint sitting of both 
houses of the parliament, 
where he will reaffirm the 
long-standing alliance bet- 
ween the United Slates and 
Australia. 

Mr. Clinton is also expect- 
ed to thank Australia for its 
help in achieving the com- 
prehensive nuclear test ban 
treaty earlier this year and 
its cooperation on world 
trade organisation issues. 

But for Mr. Clinton, trade 
talk is likely to be left to 
A pec in Subic Bay in the 
Philippines next week 
where forum leaders will 
discuss the group's pact to 
axe trade barriers by 2020. 

For -Mr.-* Clinton • the, 
prospect of a round of golf 
with the world’s number 
one Greg Norman is a 
major attraction on Che visit. 

The president’s itinerary 
has him free Thursday af- 
ternoon, while Hillary 
speaks at the Sydney Opera 
House, and Norman is in 
town for the Australian 
Open Golf Tournament. 

After a round of golf and a 
Sydney harbour cruise, the 
Clintons will go to Port 
Douglas on the far northeast 
coast and two days of sun, 
snorkelling — and probably 
more golf. 


Crisis looming for Belgian 
government over sex scandal 


BRUSSELS <R> — The 
Belgian government slid 
towWs crisis Tuesday as 
leaders of several parlia- 
mentary parties said Deputy 
Prime Minister Elio Di 
Rupo might be forced to 
resign over allegations of 
having sex with minors. 

Mr. Di Rupo, a francopho- 
ne socialist who angrily 
rejects the accusations 
which first surfaced in 
Dutch-language newspa- 
pers at the weekend, re- 
vealed Monday that he was 
the subject of a judicial 
enquiry. 

The party leaders were 
due to meet later Tuesday to 
decide what action to take 
— including lifting Mr. Di 
Rupo’s immunity from pro- 
secution, which could lead 
to charges at the Cour De 
Cassation, Belgium’s high- 
est court. 

Tf he is referred to the 
Cour De Cassation,.Jt 
would be difficult for him to 


retain hi s position as a 
deputy prime minister," 
Paul Tarn, CVP parliamen- 
tary’ leader told BRTN 
radio. 

The Flemish CVP Chris- 
tian Democratic Patty is the 
largest party in the ruling 
coalition government. 

“If the facts are so grave 
that he needs io be charged 
then he should resign,” a 
spokesman for the Flemish 
Socialist Party (SP), another 
coalition partner, said. 

Belgium's centre-left coa- 
lition is made up of the fran- 
cophone and Flemish Chris- 
tian Democratic and Socia- 
list parries. 

Herman De Croo, leader 
of the main Dutch-speaking 
opposition VLD liberals, 
who played a leading role in 
launching the allegations 
against Mr. Di Rupo, said 
he should quit regardless. 

Mr. Di Rupo, held in high 
esteem by Belgian _ homo- 
sexuals, says he has only 


ever had sexual relations 
with consenting adults. 

The parliamentary pro- 
cess instituted against Mr. 
Di Rupo echoes that of Fle- 
mish Socialist and NATO 
Secretary General Willy 
Claes, who was forced to 
resign as head of the al- 
liance last year when his 
immunity was lifted in the 
face of allegations he knew 
of a party slush fund in the 
1980s. 

The parliamentary party 
leaders are likely io decide 
to set up a committee to 
examine the allegations 
against Mr. Di Rupo. 

Based on that and a hear- 
ing with Mr. Di Rupo and 
his lawyers, the committee 
will then decide whether 
there are grounds to send a 
recommendation to the full 
parliament calling for 
immunity to be lifted. It is 
then up to a plenary session 
to vote. 


New blast injure 6 at Hiroshima factory 


TOKYO (AFP) — A blast 
and massive fire at a TNT 
explosives plant in Hiro- 
shima injured six workers, 
seven months after three 
people died in an earlier 
fire, officials and news 
reports said. 

The fire still raged 
almost six hours after the 
blast at the Chugoku 
Kayafcu Corp. plant and 
residents within a kilome- 
tre were evacuated after 
the blaze spread to a neiu> 
by forest, reports said. 

Coast guard helicopters 


dropped water bombs onto 
the plant as smoke bil- 
lowed several hundred 
meires (yards) into the air, 
television showed. 

The TNT plant is on 
Etajima island in Hiro- 
shima bay which also hou- 
ses an elite Japanese naval 
academy and facilities 
operated by the maritime 
self-defence forces. 

Japan Broadcasting Corp 
(NHK) and Jiji Press said 
six people were injured 
including one seriously 
although company offi- 


cials were unable to con- 
firm the reports. 

A spokesman for Chugo- 
ku Kuyaku, which has 350 
employees at the plant, 
said earlier that only one 
person had been injured, 
adding that firemen could 
not get into the facility, 
apparently due to sec- 
ondary explosions and 
toxic fumes. 

A blast at the same plant 
in April w*as followed by a 
fire. Three people were 
killed. 


Canadian commander of 


Zaire force arrives in Rwanda 


G1SENYI, Rwanda (R) - Rwanda gave a low-level wel- 
come Tuesday to the Canadian general in charge of a multi- 
national task force for eastern Zaire whose mission grows 
less clear by the day. 

Canadian army Lt General Maurice 8 aril was met on 
arrival at Kigali Airport by a Rwandan Patriotic Army 
(RPA) officer. 

No minister turned up, perhaps reflecting Rwanda's view 
that the U.N.-backed force is no longer needed because 40 
per cent of the Rwandan Hutu refugees in Zaire have 
returned voluntarily since Nov. 15. 

Bur the U.N. special envoy on the Zaire crisis, Raymond 
Chretien, was on hand to meet his fellow-Canadian. 

Gen. Baril and Mr. Chretien spoke for 20 minutes before 
heading for talks with Rwanda’s vice-president, Major- 
General Paul Kagame, the head of the 55,000-strong and 
overwhelmingly Tutsi army. 

The U.N. refugee agency estimates that about 500,000 
Hutu refugees have flocked home peacefully since Friday, 
deciding to quit the war zone in rebel-held eastern Zaire's 
Coma area. 

Rwanda, which denies it is backing the rebels militarily 
despite much evidence to the contrary gathered by aid 
workers, diplomats and journalists, says the force is no 
longer needed. 

It wants some of the money for the 10,000-strong force, 
which has not yet been deployed, to be sent instead to help 
resettle the Hutu refugees who fled in 1994. 

Gen. Bari! is due to attend talks in Stuttgart, Germany, 
Thursday, between countries who have earmarked contin- 
gents for the force. 

Many of the countries, such as the United States, Britain 
and South Africa, were reluctant volunteers in the first 
place and have seized on the mass migration as a sign that 
the force should be radically sized down or even scrapped. 

The Washington Post reported in Tuesday’s edition that 
senior U.S. officials had tentatively concluded that the force 
is no longer needed. 

Canadian Defence Minister Don Young seemed to be edg- 
ing towards the same view. 

“If we get the results hoped for, and people can return to 
their home countries, and humanitarian organisations can 
do their work without being in danger, then the mission 
becomes unnecessary,” Mr. Young said in Ottawa Monday. 

“No one wants to go to Zaire or Rwanda for Christmas.” 

But other countries, led by France and Spain, as well as 
certain aid agencies say the force is still needed to protect 
and back up a major aid effort still needed in the southern 
part of eastern Zaire. 

French President Jacques Chirac said in Tokyo Tuesday 
the force’s mandate was valid, notably to secure air fields 
and food convoys. 

A top European official gave the mooted force an openly 
political mandate Monday, saying it should also help 
Zaire's government against the rebels now controlling 
much of the east. 

“The most basic of issues and the reason why l*m here 
•today is to permit Zaire to recover total sovereignty over its 
territory as rapidly as possible,” Aldo Ajello, a European 


Union envoy, told reporters in Zaire’s capital Kinshasa 
Monday. 

This objective is brand-new and is not in the Security 
Council resolution authorising the multinational force. 

If 500.000 Rwandan Hutus have returned that would 
mean 600,000 are still in Zaire, scattered around a strip 300 
kilometres long. Some are known to have walked 200 kilo- 
metres westwards, into Zaire's inaccessible interior. 

They were caught up in a month-long and three-cornered 
conflict between the Zairean rebels, refugee Hutu extrem- 
ists and the zairean army. 

The Hutus fled in 1994 after Tutsi-led rebels won a civil 
war and took power in Kigali. The political and military 
leaders of the defeated Hutu regime were mainly based in 
Zaire, arguing agiainst any repatriation accept by force. 

They and many ordinary refugees took part in the geno- 
cide in Rwanda between April and June 1994 in which up 
to one million minority Tutsis and pro-opposition Hums 
were exterminated 

Rwanda says those with no blood on their hands have 
nothing to fear. But aid agencies say human right*, workers 
must monitor the return of Hutus to villages where the 
houses and plantations of many of them have been occupied 
in their absence. 

Some aid workers, who asked for anonymity, said the 
UNHCR was colluding with the Rwandan government in 
seeking to speed all the refugees, some exhausted and sick, 
to their villages. 

The Rwandan government Monday started to clear 
refugees camps away from the border with Zaire, forcing 
350 sick people out of a camp run by the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies inside 
Unbano Camp, four kilometres from the border. 

The flow of refugees out of Zaire into Rwanda slowed 
Monday but could pick up again if the rebels, who have 
close Jinks with Kigali, open a corridor in the Bukavu 
region so tens of thousands of refugees further south can 
also go home. 

Meanwhile, French President Jacques Chirac said 
Tuesday that Paris still believed multinational intervention 
was needed to help refugees in Zaire, despite the return of 
many of them to Rwanda. 

Mr. Chirac told a news conference on the second day of a 
six-day official visit to Japan that the exodus had caused no 
change in French policy in the troubled African region. 

“France has two objectives. ..The security of the regions 
of Goma and Bukavu, and the safety of the airfields and 
relief convoys,” Mr. Chirac said when asked if the exodus 
of Hutu refugees had prompted any change in Paris’s posi- 
tion. 

“So no, the situation in the area has not changed. It (a 
multinational force) is necessary for the security of the air- 
fields and food convoys," he said. 

“We must provide security and food aid for these refugees 
and take all the necessary steps to hold a conference under 
the auspices of the United Nations and the Organisation of 
African Unity in order to allow the five nations concerned 
to,sotoft*he problem,” he added. • „ :r ,y. t! . . a , r;l . 


CIA agent charged with spying for Russia 


ordered to 
surrender 
passport 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Former Indian Prime Mi- 
nister P.V. Narasimha Rao 
was ordered to surrender 
his passport after being 
granted bail here Tuesday 
in a corruption case. 

The 75 -year-old, facing 
trial in three separate cor- 
ruption cases, was ordered 
by Justice S.K. Mahajan of 
the Delhi High Court not to 
leave the country without 
court permission. 

Justice Mahajan granted 
Mr. Rao regular bail, in 
place of an interim bail 
granted last week by Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate 
Prem Kumar. 

The case, known as the St. 
Kins scandal, dates to 1989 
when Mr. Rao was foreign 
minister. He was accused by 
the Central Bureau of Inves- 
tigation (CBI) of master- 
minding a forgery to try and 
frame then-opposition leader 
Vishwanath Pratap Singh. 

The scandal got its name 
because the alleged offen- 
ders sought to make out 
that Mr. Singh and his son 
violated Indian law by put- 
ting S21 million in a bank 
account in the Caribbean 
island of St. Kins. 

Justice Mahajan also or- 
dered the other accused ac- 
cused, K.K. Tew ary, who 
was junior foreign minister 
under Mr. Rao. controversial 
Hindu mystic Chandraswa- 
mi and Chandraswami’s 
associate KJM. Aggarwal, to 
surrender their passports. 
Chandraswami and aggarw- 
al arc currently being 
detained in jail. 

Mr. Rao won bail in a 
vote-buying case last 
week, in which he stands 
accused of bribing four 
opposition MPs to back his 
government in a confi- 
dence vote in 1 993. 

He has also won bail in a 
scandal involving his al- 
leged role in a $100,000 
fraud case where he is ac- 
cused of taking money from 
an expatriate Indian busi- 
nessman for business con- 
tracts which never materi- 
alised. 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. government Monday 
said it arrested a CIA agent 
for selling secrets to Russia 
for at least two years, inc- 
luding compromising infor- 
mation about American 
spies about to be sent 
abroad. 

The suspect, Harold Ni- 
cholson, a 16-year CIA vet- 
eran who had been chief of 
station in Romania and de- 
puty chief in Malaysia, was 
charged with spying for 
Moscow since June 1994 in 
exchange for more than 
$100,000 in cash. 

“He was not motivated by 
ideology but by greed,” 
U.S. Attorney Helen Fahey 
told reporters in the Wa- 
shington suburb of Alexan- 
dria, Virginia, where Mr. 
Nicholson was brought to 
court. . 


Mr. Nicholson was arrest- 
ed Saturday at Dulles Air- 
port outside Washington as 
he was about to fly to Swit- 
zerland to meet his Russian 
handlers, the FBI said. 

The CIA became suspi- 
cious after Mr. Nicholson 
appeared to be lying on two 
polygraph tests in October 
1995. Investigators quickly 
focused on his travel and 
bank deposits. 

Papers unsealed in court 
showed the divorced father 
of three earned about 
$73,000 a year but spent 
well beyond his means on 
travel, a girlfriend and his 
children. 

The FBI found Mr. Ni- 
cholson, 46, had paid large 
bills in cash, opened a num- 
ber of $ 1 ,000 joint accounts 
for his children and gave 
one child over $12,000 to 


help buy a car. 

The FBI reviewed Mr. 
Nicholson's frequent-flyer 
records and found a pattern 
of travel abroad twice a 
year, followed by unex 
plained deposits and pay- 
ments to his accounts. 

The papers showed the 
FBI followed Mr. Nichol- 
son around the world, track- 
ing him to a meeting with 
Russian handlers at a mi 
stand in Singapore last 
June. 

The next day he made an 
$8,300 cash payment to his 
American express account, 
flew to Bangkok where he 
picked up an unidentified 
female companion who 
lived there and took her to a 
resort in Hawaii. He paid 
his hotel bills in cash. 

He has told the CIA he 
planned to marry her. 


AN INVESTMENT FIRM IN THE 
STATE OF QATAR 
REQUIRES EMPLOYEES WITH THE 
FOLLOWING QUALIFICATIONS 


Degree in Business Administration, Finance or 
similar discipline. 

Graduate of an American or European University. 
Previous experience is not essential but an 
advantage. 

LEGAL ADVISOR 
Minimum 5 years experience. 

Degree in Law, 

Fluency in spoken & written Arabic and English, 


Candidates should send their CV’s to 
Group Investment Company 
Fax No. (0974) 445 474 
for any inquiries contact 
Tel. No. (0974) 444 444 
Doha - Qatar 






! ' 

V. 


r~ -.h n 



6 Opinion & Analysis 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, November 20, 1996 


Jordan Times 

fm ndqmideal Arab poimol duly pMuM * £n*imi by «K Jwdin Prew FMndibM 
EuNMwd 1975 

U.jV v i— ill ^ ^ at— i_i_ Vv-^c^ur- 

Chainmui of the Board of Directors: 

MAHMOUD AL KAYED 
Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 

Editor-In-Chief: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 

Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 684311, 699634 
Telex: 21497 ALRA1 JO 
Facsimile: 6961 S3 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 

In comeback, a challenge 

TWO VERY important political landmarks 
emerged from the opening of the fourth and last 
ordinary session or the 12th Parliament yesterday. 
The first was the strength of the message that His 
Majesty King Hussein conveyed through his speech 
from the Throne, which in essence reaffirms this 
country's commitment to social justice, democracy 
and political pluralism. The second was the Lower 
House's elections for the speakership and its perma- 
nent office, which served as a litmus test for what 
might be expected in the next stage and our democ- 
ratic parliamentary life. 

While the reconvening of Parliament was in itself 
an unmistakable signal of the end of a political cri- 
sis that resulted from the riots in Karak and the 
south last August the two landmarks that charac- 
terised the opening of the winter session spoke vol- 
umes about the comeback which the Kabariti gov- 
ernment has staged since the lifting of the subsidies 
on bread and fodder prices and the unrest that fol- 
lowed. 

The fact that His Majesty has fully backed his gov- 
ernment over the decision to lift, or rechannel, the 
subsidies and gone all the way to release the political 
tension, isome would say stagnation) that ensued 
has no doubt been the key to the government's 
comeback. Credit, however, is in no small measure 
due to the prime minister and members of his team, 
who worked with energy and determination, under 
the most difficult conditions, to repair ties with the 
rest of the body politic and did not hesitate to go 
straight to the people to recover lost ground. 

There was every sense of relief In what His 
Majesty told Parliament and the nation yesterday, 
starting from • his expressed confidence, in the 
promise future to his' assurance tfta t'lhe' gov- 

ern men Titifl now. work more' closeIv r witfrtHe repre- 
sentatives of the people, even on details to draw up 
next year's budget But there is also relief in the fact 
that reform will continue at both a stepped up pace 
and through a constructive dialogue in which the 
opposition will undoubtedly be heavily involved. 

The parliamentary opposition can be proud of its 
performance in the speakership elections, although 
it has to realise that their outcome seals the govern- 
ment's comeback and reinforces its policy pro- 
gramme. The prime minister, on the other hand, 
fully realises the potential of the great opportunity 
to start anew and begin a fresh campaign for nation- 
al construction, development and progress. 

This is probably a new and refreshing experience 
in Jordan's political life. For political and economic 
frustrations, which would have been capable of 
bringing about a change in any government, to be 
channelled into positive determination and efiort 
aimed at taking this country steps forward is an 
achievement that Jordanians can only be proud of. 

But having said that everybody will agree that the 
challenge ahead will be as great as, if not greater 
than. ever. Our people will watch closely as to 
whether it is being met. and hnw. 

The choice to succeed is. as always, ours. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A! Ra’i Tuesday supported a decision 
by ihe chairman of the board of ihe Post Offices 
Savings Fund who recommended to the government to 
end the fund's operations which have ended in failure 
after 22 years of existence. Fuhed Fanek said that it is 
regrettable to see the government, which has been 
advocating change and end of corruption, fail to 
respond favourably to the chairman’s recommendations 
which were made to a special ministerial committee 
after a review of the fund’s reports over the past years. 
The writer said that the savings fund incurred losses 
estimated at JD 2 million up to the end of 1995. and. in 
view of the losses, one can only expect the government 
to end the fund’s operations and turn whatever public 
savings it has at its disposal to the Housing Bank, in 
accordance with the chairman's recommendations. 
Throughout its existence, the savings fund has failed to 
compete with the commercial banks and failed to attract 
substantial amounts of public savings for development 
schemes, which must have prompted the chairman to 
recommend its demise, he added. He said one cannot 
blame anyone for the savings fund idea, but it must be 
clear to all that the fund has failed because it was man- 
aged by governments, something which prompts one to 
demand that the Post Office Savings Fund come to an 
end to prevent further losses. 

A WRITER for Al Dustour directed his attention to the 
Parliament's new session, demanding that deputies 
focus their attention and concentrate their efforts 
towards finalising draft laws which aim al boosting pro- 
duction. Mohammad Daoud called on the deputies to 
refrain from long and fruitless speeches and futile 
debates and get down to business and practical moves 
to help their country and people deni with the numerous 
issues plaguing their lives. The writer said the new ses- 
sion is expected to witness heated debates over a num- 
ber of issues, but it is also expected to witness lengthy 
speeches which some deputies resort to as part of their 
coming election campaigns, to w in the favour of the 
electorate. He said if speeches are long and futile, then 
the draft laws will not be endorsed and this will prompt 
the government to resort to issuing temporal} laws, 
which, in turn, will be opposed by the deputies. 


Washington Watch 


JJyJDr. James Zogby 


In the U.S., a divided government does 
not preclude search for unified solutions 


THE 1996 elections have 
produced a divided govern- 
ment. Voters reelected Bill 
Clinton to a second term in 
the White House and gave 
Republicans control of the 
Congress for another two 
years. 

in attempting to read the 
message sent by voters in 
this election, some leaders 
in both parties have deter- 
mined that it is in the best 
interest of the president 
and the Congress to avoid 
the deadlock that would 
result from partisan wran- 
gling and. instead, work on 
compromise solutions to 
the nation's problems. 

The partisan political 
warfare that characterised 
the two years that followed 
the Republican landslide 
victory in the 1994 
Congressional elections 
only served to enhance 
voter alienation and fear of 
government. Polls show 
that voter confidence in 
Congress is at an al! time 
low and that voter turnout 
in this year's election was 
the lowest (49 per cent) 
since the election of 1924. 

The self-proclaimed rev- 
olution led by Republican 
speaker of the House Newt 
Gingrich went too far and 
too fast. Public opinion 
deemed Gingrich too radi- 
cal. especially after he 
forced a long-term shut- 
down of the federal gov- 
ernment in 1995 in an 
effort to force the White 
House to accept 
Republican budged pro- 
posals. 

While Republicans retain 
control of the Congress 
(having lost only about ten 
seats to the Democrats ) and 
Gingrich remains 

Republican leader, there is 
. unease even within his own 
party about his leadership. 
In fact, many Republican 
members of Congress 
sought to distance them- 
selves from Gingrich in 
their reelection campaigns. 

At the same time, the 
White House. while 
pleased with the presi- 
dent's reelection, is some- 
what dismayed by his fail- 
ure to win more than 50 per 
cent of the popular vote 


and the overall low voter 
turnout. This lack of a clear 
mandate coupled with lin- 
gering unease over several 
unresolved scandals will 
make the administration 
careful not to overreach in 
its relationship with 
Congress. 

it was this reading of the 
national mood that brought 
the Congressional leader- 
ship to the White House 
this week in an effort to 
seek some common ground 
in approaches to the 1997 
budget. Both sides left the 
meeting pledging to coop- 
erate. President Clinton 
noted: “We're in this boat 
together and we have to 
paddle it together.” 
Gingrich commented: 
“We ll seek to find every 
possible common ground 
to work with him for the 
betterment of America.” 

It is not only the message 
of the elections that have 
contributed to this sense of 
bi-partisanship. Continuing 
improvements in the econ- 
omy will make budget 
compromises somewhat 
easier — revenues are 
expected to increase in 
1997 and costs in some 
areas (like health care) 
have actually decreased. 

Both Republican and 
Democratic leaders would 
like to put aside the stormy 
elections and the heady 
confrontations of 1995. at 
least for the time being. A 
better model, they say. 
were the past two months 
of the 1996 legislative cal- 
endar when bi-partisan 
compromises were found 
enabling Congress to pass 
and the White House to 
approve legislation on wel- 
fare reform, an increase in 
the minimum wage, and 
health care reform. 

Iii agreeing to work 
towards a balanced budget 
(but not the balanced 
amendment to the constitu- 
tion sought by 
Republicans), the president 
is hoping to continue this 
bi-partisan cooperation 
into the next year. Bi-parti- 
san support will also be 
sought in Ihe areas of cam- 
paign finance reform. 
Medicare reform, and 


some tax relief, particular- 
ly for middle-income fami- 
lies. The administration 
believes that a balanced 
budget is possible with 
some tax credits for educa- 
tion. but they reject (and 
believe that the voters also 
rejected) the more dramatic 
15 per cent tax cut pro- 
posed by Bob Dole, as that 
would then require very 
drastic cuts in social pro- 
grammes in order to pre- 
serve a balanced budget. 

For at least the next year 
this effort at bi-partisan- 
ship will continue. U will 
leave its murk in a number 
of areas, but it will be test- 
ed in several areas as well. 

In the area of presidential 
appointments, for example, 
the president will be care- 
ful to recognise that his 
choices For top administra- 
tion posts will have to be 
voted on by a Republican 
controlled Congress. 

The president’s choice or 
Erskine Bowles, a North 
Carolina businessman, to 
serve as his chief-of-staff is 
considered to be a sign of 
his efforts to build a mod- 
erate While House that will 
work with the new 
Congress. Bowles, who has 
a reputation as a political 
moderate and a tough 
administrator, will appar- 
ently have a strong hond'in 
selecting the rest of the 
administration's staff. 

Similarly, the president 
has indicated that in his 
search for the new cabinet 
members he is hoping to 
include some Republicans 
in order to build “a bi-par- 
tisan cabinet" 

With at least seven cabi- 
net vacancies to fill, the 
president does not want to 
provoke a prolonged fight 
in the Senate over- nomi- 
nees deemed too ul fcqntro- 
versiai by Republicans. 
The White House recalls 
only too well the repeated 
mistakes made in 1993 
when nominees were with- 
drawn after embarrassing 
revelations. With 

Republicans now in con- 
trol. they cannot afford 
blunders in 1 997. 

Bi-partisanship will also 
be sought in some areas of 


foreign policy and this may 
result in tying the adminis- 
tration's hands in the short- 
run. The president has been 
willing in the past to take 
risks in controversial situa- 
tions, evidenced by U.S. 
involvement in Haiti and in 
Bosnia. But his ability to 
win Congressional support 
will soon be tested over his 
desire to recommit U.S. 
forces to the NATO forces 
in Bosnia and the 
Canadian-led relief mis- 
sion to Zaire. It is unlikely 
that the Republican-led 
Congress will be any more 
disposed to endorse new 
foreign aid programmes 
than the last Congress. Nor 
is this Congress likely to 
support any challenge to 
Israel, if one were to be 
made. 

In general, in the area of 
foreign affairs, the presi- 
dent may test Congress, 
especially in those areas 
where their prerogatives to 
act unilaterally were tradi- 
tionally maintained — 
committing troops and pro- 
viding diplomatic leader- 
ship — but he will not 
boldly challenge Congress, 
particularly in areas where 
Congress will reign 
supreme — i.e., its control 
over the purse strings. 

While efforts as bi-parti- 
sun cooperation will be 
made by leadership on both 
sides, several partisan pit- 
falls remain. 

There remains deep 
Republican anger at the 
outcome of the November 
election. Many stilt feel 
that the Democrats unfairly 
attacked the Republican 
stance on Medicare. And 
there is still more 
Republican anger directed 
personally at Bill Clinton 
for what they view as the 
■‘'ethical failings” of his 
administration. 

It is noteworthy that New 
York Republican Senator 
Al D’ Amato, who led the 
bitter and long hearings in 
the Whitewater controver- 
sy. recently stated that in 
the spirit of bi-partisanship 
he would not resume his 
hearings in 1997. Some 
commentators noted that 
D' Amato's motives may 


have been driven by the 
fact that his popularity in 
New York has dropped to 
an all time low and that 
since he docs face reelec- 
tion in 1998 he would not 
benefit from any further 
attacks on the president. 
But immediately following 
D' Amato’s announcement. 
House Republicans chal- 
lenged that D' Antato did 
not speak for them and 
they would hold hearings 
on their own in the House 
chamber. Some 

Republicans are also 
threatening new hearings 
on Democratic National 
Committee (DNC) fund- 
raising practices, and are 
calling for independent 
investigations in other 
areas where they have 
found what they term 
“unethical behaviour” in 
the White House. 

And while Republican 
leader Gingrich has his 
own ethics problems (he 
awaits reports on various 
campaign finance investi- 
gations by a House Ethics 
Comm i nee and an 
independent prosecutor), 
he is being challenged by 
some fellow Republicans 
as well as Democrats who 
feel that his unpopularity 
and his “ethics cloud" have 
impaired his ability to pro- 
vide leadership. 

The going will be tough 
during the next year. The 
November election did not 
resolve many of the critical 
issues facing the country. It 
did chasten some leaders in 
both parties who now 
realise that an effort at bi- 
partisan cooperation may 
be necessary and even 
desirable. 

But the wounds of the 
.election have not healed, 
nor has the pull of partisan 
ideas lessened for many. 

The test of Republican 
and Democratic leadership 
in the coming months will 
be found in their ability to 
prove to the nation that a 
divided government does 
not preclude the possibility 
of compromise in the 
search for unified soJu- 


‘Africa cannot be carved out 
into spheres of influence ’ 


By Cameron Duodu 

AMERICAN SECRE- 
TARIES of Stale have a 
habit i»f coming a cropper 
over Africa. A typical exam- 
ple of the genre took place in 
1969. when Richard Nixon 
sent his then secretary of 
state. Willian Rodgers, to 
Ghana for a \isit arranged 
with an eye on coverage by 
the U.S. media. The tour pro- 
vided a source of innocent 
merriment to Ghanaians, 
when during his speech at a 
gala reception. .America's 
number one diplomat 
referred to the Ghanaian 
prime minister, the late Dr. 
Kofi Busin. as "Dr. Busio." 

A few years laier. the 
redoubtable Henry 

Kissinger, triumphal o\cr his 
feats in the Far East, thought 
he would take a Taizan-type 
swing across Africa and add 
a solution of the Rhodesian 
problem to the trophies 
marking his “world" accom- 
plishments. 

He. too. came new to the 
continent, and therefore 
knew little of the prickly 
temperament of its leaders. 
So having initially excluded 
Ghana from his list of coun- 
tries. he thought he could 
hastily pencil it in. when one 
of those on his list dropped 
out. The U.S. ambassador in 
Ghana happened to be the 
famous former child movie 
star. Mrs. Shirley Temple 
Black. Under orders from 
Washington, she used her 
considerable charms to get 
the Ghanaian Foreign 
Ministry to invite Kissinger. 

But the country's military 
ruier of the time. General 
Ignatius Aeheampong. was 


later apprised of the fact that 
Ghana. “The Mother of 
African Independence.” had 
only got on to Kissinger’s 
itinerary as a “second best.” 
Aeheampong bristled, and 
while the U.S. Secret Service 
was busy turning several 
suites of Accra's Continental 
Hotel into a miniature "war 
room” for Kissinger, 
Aeheampong issued a terse 
press statement, giving what 
must go down in history as 
perhaps the most bizarre 
excuse ever given by one 
statesman for not being jble 
to see another. Aeheampong 
claimed he had developed “a 
boil on his bottom." and con- 
sequently had been ordered 
to his bed by his doctor. 

I was reminded of these 
vignettes of America's rela- 
tions with Africa by the five- 
nation tour that the present 
secretary of state. Warren 
Christopher, made to Africa 
a while ago. Christopher car- 
ried in his pockcLs two very 
controversial proposals. The 
first suggested the establish- 
ment. with American finan- 
cial assistance. of an 
“African Intervention 
Force." to be sent to areas of 
civil strife. His second idea 
was to canvass African sup- 
port for the U.S. campaign to 
prevent the United Nations 
Secretary General. Mr. 
Boutros Ghali. from being 
elected to a second term. 

On the face of it. the 
“African Inters entjon Force" 
idea is quite sound, if such u 
force hud existed in 1994. 
and had been dispatched to 
Rwanda, it would doubtless 
have been able to save the 
fives of some of the hundreds 
of thousands of Tutsis brutal- 


ly slaughtered by Hums. 

Bui why is the U.S. 
exhibiting this concern for 
the lives of Africans now. 
when in 1994. it failed to 
provide the U.N. — which 
had troops in Rwanda — 
with the backing that could 
have enabled it to save the 
lives of the Tutsis'.’ And why 
isn't the U.S. providing ade- 
quate financial assistance to 
support the West African 
Ecomog (economic commu- 
nity monitoring group) force 
sent to save lives in Liberia? 

In fact, the U.N. fell so 
weak in Rwanda that it actu- 
ally withdrew the bulk of its 
. troops from Rwanda, just as 
the terrible genocide was 
beginning. The blame for 
this must be shared equally 
by the U.N. secretariat anil 
the permanent members of 
the Security Council. But the 
U.S. must take the greater 
portion of the hlamc. for as 
the only acknowledged 
“superpower” left from the 
cold war. it ought to con- 
tribute most to the U.N.'s 
peacekeeping efforts. 

Yet the U.S. has deliberate- 
ly refused to pay its contribu- 
tions to the U.N. This creates 
(he suspicion that the U.S. 
secretly resents the U.N.'s 
ever-increasing role, as the 
only "rival" to America's 
desired status as moderator- 
in-chicf of the new global 
order. 

Front this perspective, the 
U.S. desire to remove 
Boutros Ghali from the U.N. 
also appears sinister. Hus the 
secretary-general proved 
impervious to American 
“ann-lwi sting”? Surely 
Boutros Ghali is hardly the 
first secretary-genera! to 


exhibit “personal failings". 
Why. only recently, the first- 
ever secretary general of the 
U.N.. the iuic Trygve Lie. 
was exposed by a Norwegian 
journal i.st as someone who 
passed secret information in 
the founders of Israel. 

In any' case, was it not 
insensitive for a U.S. secre- 
tary of state to go to Africa 
and urge Africans to ditch 
the first-ever African secre- 
tary-general? No wonder Mr. 
Christopher was rebuffed: on 
the African Intervention 
Force, he was told by 
President Nelson Mandela of 
South Africa: “If this initia- 
tive is to succeed, it must 
have credibility. It must not 
come from one country. It 
should be the initiative of the 
United Nations.” 

But it was a minister from 
France — a country that is 
America’s ally — who 
poured the most withering 
siirctism upon Mr. 
Christopher's African safari. 
French opposition might, of 
course, he connected with 
the fact that Franct main- 
tains troops in several 
African countries and could 
sec its influence wane if the 
American proposal for an 
African intervention force 
were adopted. 

France’s minister fur coop- 
eration. Jacques Godfrain. 
said: "Since Bill Clinton has- 
n't been to Africa once, since 
he didn’t even mention 
Africa in his speech before 
the U.N. General Assembly, 
and since U.S. foreign devel- 
opment aid has diminished 
by 15 per cent. I am delight- 
ed to see the president show- 
ing interest in Africa and 
making it a priority at about 


the time of the (U.S.) presi- 
dential elections." 

Washington was outraged. 
The State Department 
spokesman, Nicholas Burns, 
.said Godfrain's comment 
was "a ludicrous charge” and 
“ought to be retracted." But 
Godfrain remained adamant. 

The affair has developed 
into a row between Paris and 
Washington over whether 
any foreign country can 
claim Africa as its “private 
domain." To which Africans, 
who have lost so much 
through past foreign inter- 
vention. will surely retort: 
"A plague on both your 
houses!" 

Warren Christopher him- 
self has reacted to the French 
jibes with restraint. In a 
speech in South Africa he 
said: “The lime has passed 
when Africa could he carved 
up into spheres of influence, 
or when outside powers 
could view whole groups of 
states as their private domi- 
no. Africa needs the support 
of its many friends, not the 
exclusive patronage of a 
few." 

Perhaps these fine senti- 
ments will spur Mr. 
Christopher' to seek to 
strengthen the U.N.. through 
which both France and the 
U.S. can contribute to the 
welfare of Africa without 
arousing suspicion. And 
surely it is impossible to 
imagine that the “client 
slate", semi-independent sta- 
tus that France has bestowed 
on its former colonics in 
Africa, can last into the next 
century. 

The Independent 


■ IT 

OCCURRED ^ 
TOME... 

Copy-cat’s 

right 

By Ali Kassay 

Last Saturday, the talk 
show Prism treated 
viewers to an interview 
with comedy actors 
Nabil Sawalha and 
Hisham Yanis. This was 
due recognition to two 
gentlemen that have 
made an impact not only 
on the theatre movement 
in Jordan, but on Arab 
theatre as a whole. 

This, however, is not 
the point which I would 
like to tackle today. In “ 
the course of the inter- 
view. the guests were 
asked how The absence 
of copyright laws in 
Jordan " affected their 
work. The answer. 
though predictable, was 
mosf pertinent, and I 
permit myself to quote 
from it. 

Encouraged by the 
success of their first 
plays, the theatre group 
produced them on video 
recordings. Personally. I 
remember this because a 
friend of mine who was 
studying Arabic at the 
time, asked me for 
examples of Jordanian 
culture, and I sent these 
recordings with a rare 
feeling of national pride. 

Of course. I was not 
the only one to think ^ 
highly of these videos. 
Immediately they were 
offered for sale, the mar- 
ket was awash with 
pirate recordings, which 
caused the venture to be 
a loss. Since Jordanian 
law recognises theft, 
even of a paltry sum of 
^‘money, ‘as a' punishable 
'crime, why does it-per- 
* tail the theft of an' idea 
that would fetch its pro- 
prietor thousands of 
dinars ? 

Being a helpful sort of 
chap. I thought I would 
spare these worthy 
actors a lor of trouble by 
providing them with the 
stock answer I receive 
whenever f suggest that 
something (anything) 
could be run better: 
“The fact of the matter, 
you see. is that copy- 
right. as it is being . 
forced upon us by tht? 1- 
West, is an evil imperial- 
ist conspiracy to under- 
mine the noble Arab 
emerprising spirii. True 
copyright was recog- 
nised by Arabs as far 
back as the jahiliyah 
’ l age of ignorance, i.e. 
before Islam) when they 
wrote the seven (or was 
it nine ? Authorities dif- 
fer) most beautiful 
poems in letters of gold 
and hung them on the 
walls of the Ka'aba. 
which earned them the 
name Mu'allakat (the 
ones that are hung )." 

Taking this paradigm 
from our noble Arab 
heritage, which is good 
for all time and space, 
and juxtaposing it imru 
the present day contexts 
it becomes evident that 
those pirates were pay- 
ing Nabil and Hisham 
the highest tribute possi- 
ble bv making copies of 
their work and distribut- 
ing them hither and yon. 
just as poets in the good 
days of yore competed 1 

in quoting the 
Mu'allakat. if shows to 
what extent they 
admired the work of 
these actors: so if they 
contrive to earn some 
money out of this show • 

ol homage, one should 
not begrudge them their 1 

just reward. ' 

However, this argu- } 

ment does not answer } 

satisfactorily the ques- 
tion of lost returns to the “ 

originator of the idea. In 
Jordan, it would seem, if ' ,i 

one insists on being so 
materialistic over 4 *. . r,: 

noble question such as * 

culture, it may be neccs- ,B 

*ary to draft a copyright 
jaw in verse and to recite * 

it to the accompaniment 
of the rababa. y 
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P to^'(; ‘Development is the goal that we work dihgently in order 

to achieve, for the welfare and benefit of our people’ 
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Following is the speech 
fmtn the Throne that His 
Majesty King Hussein 
made at the opening of the 
fourth ordinary session of 
the 12th Parliament on 
Tuesday: 

In the name of God 
The Most Compassionate. 
The Most Merciful 

May His prayers and peace 
he upon the faithful 
Hashemite Arab Prophet 
and his House and Com- 
panions. 

Honourable Senators, 

Honourable Deputies, 

“It is part of the Mercy of 
God that thou dost deal 
gently wirh rhem. Wert thou 
severe or harsh-hearted, 
they would have broken 
away from about thee: so 
pass over (their faults), and 
ask for (God’s) forgiveness 
for them; and consult Lhem 
in affairs (of moment). 
Then when thou hast taken 
a decision, put thy trust in 
God. For God loves those 
who put their trust (in 
Him).” 

May God’s peace, mercy 
and blessings be upon vou 
all. 

In the name of the 
Almighty, and with His 
Blessings, 1 declare open 
this fourth session of the 
Twelfth Jordanian Parlia- 
ment. I thank God that He 
has guided us towards con- 
sultation (Shura) as the 
basis for our deliberations, 
and helped us to proceed 
along the righteous path 
towards civilised dialogue 
and respect for pluralism; 
an intrinsic law of life that 
recognises no monotheism 
except for the One True 
Almighty God. 

We -in this- JieJoved, land; 

■ are aware of the laws ofj 
nature, and that the keys to' 
discovering the truth are 
through dialogue, Shura, 
exploration, invention, 
rationahsation, launching 
potentials, and creating cli- 
mates that are conducive to 
nurturing responsible free- 
dom of speech and opinion, 
under the constitution and 
the rule of law. 

I am overwhelmed with 
contentment, knowing that 
much of what we had 
planned for and struggled 
to achieve .together over 
many long years, in the true 
spirit of camaraderie that 1 
have always cherished, has 
been attained by the grace 
of God. 

And now, we see Jordan, 
a small country with mod- 
est resources, occupying a 
prominent place among 
nations, respected the world 
over, secure and stable, true 
to the legacies inherited 
.from fathers and forefa- 
thers, and faithful to those 
same principles: a country 
blessed with God’s protec- 
tion, enriched by its people 
of different origins and 
extractions who enhance its 
capabilities; defended, with 
God’s help, by its diligent 
and proud Hashemite Arab 
armed forces. Our armed 
farces will always reflect 
our hopes and aspirations, 
supported’ by the other 
faithful agencies that enjoy 
our trust and appreciation 
and that constitute, along 
with the armed forces a 
source of pride to us all. 
The Arab Army is the 
impermeable shield that 
protects and defends our 
national soil, and thus will 
re main to be most worthy 
of our attention and sup- 
port, and will always occu- 
py a very special place in 
my heart as a shining exam- 
ple of efficiency and true 
professional soldiery. 

Our numerous achieve- 
ments. for the benefit of 
successive generations, 
represent a living example 
°f the mutual confidence 
between the leadership and 
to people, a special char- 
seteristic that has enabled 
Qw beloved homeland to 
jtvert disasters and turbu- 
lences in a region plagued 
with disturbances of vari- 
ous kinds and forms. Avert- 
urg these turbulent currents • 
an achievement in 
[£elf aimed at preserving 
®e • national interest and 
Paving the way for future 


generations. 

Our other characteristic is 
exemplified in our natural 
preparedness to give, sacri- 
fice and honour our respon- 
sibilities. This requires us 
to pause and reflect, and 
simplify mailers in an 
attempt to adapt ourselves 
to the changing realities 
within our own "society as 
well as in the world around 
us. For the great Jordanian 
people have always stood 
by, and for their larger 
Nation in times of crisis, 
paying dearly for their 
deep-rooted sense of 
belonging with the highest 
and most honourable form 
of sacrifice; that of the 
immortal blood of its sons. 
They do realise that sacri- 
ficing oneself is not an end 
in itself, but a means 
towards pursuing their 
noble objectives and inter- 
ests. 

Our people also realise, 
beyond any doubt, that the 
requirements for security, 
and the ramifications of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict in a 
region that has suffered the 
most from wars and con- 
flicts, have depleted 
resources that could have 
turned Jordan into an oasis 
of wealth, free from pover- 
ty and unemployment. 
These factors compelled 
Jordan to open wide its 
arms, heart and soul to dear 
Arab immigrants, Muslims 
as well as Christians, who 
were uprooted from their 
homes and forcefully sent 
into the diaspora. This gra- 
cious country embraced 
them with love and honour, 
and thus immigrants and 
hosts integrated forming a 
unique and enviable unity. 

Honourable Senators, 
Honourable Deputies, 

•Our great people- paid tte 
•heavy price" of* war' and 
aggression with altruism 
and true selflessness, main- 
taining throughout a sub- 
lime sense of duty and 
responsibility. 

Such was the era that we 
lived and can never forget. 
It is all behind us now; the 
pain and the suffering. But 
they are lessons to be 
learnt. .And now, as we 
embark on a new' era of 
peace and development, 
where we might also face 
difficulties and expecta- 
tions. we do so while 
upholding the aforemen- ' 
tioned characteristic of a 
mutual confidence built 
between a leadership dedi- 
cated to the welfare of this 
people and the preservation 
of their rights and national 
identity, and a people who 
have inherited the historical 
noble values and ideals, 
particularly those of sacri- 
fice and giving. 

We did not enter the new 
era from a position of eco- 
nomic strength, as we were 
still suffering from the 
effects of the major eco- 
nomic crisis of the late 
19 80s and the ensuing 
hardships inflicted upon 
our people. We proceeded 
to implement a programme 
of economic adjustment 
and reforms, to which peo- 
ple reacted as positively as 
expected, anticipating what 
would be an imminent and 
inevitable relief. Our 
attempts to stand on our 
own feet again, and become 
self-reliant, were met with 
generous support extended 
by many friendly and 
brotherly countries, for 
whom we have nothing but 
eternal gratitude. 

Honourable Senators, 
Honourable Deputies, 

Our national economy 
has recorded vast achieve- 
ments towards comprehen- 
sive development over sev- 
eral decades of growth, 
characterised by periodic 
ups and downs. Through 
the joint efforts of both the 
public and private sectors , 
we were able to arrive at 
this juncture where we 
depan from reliance on oth- 
ers to reliance on ourselves, 
and stimulate the produc- 
tivity of the people of this 
country to achieve the 
required level of prosperity 
and sustainable develop- 
ment. which reflect posi- 


tively on the siandard of 
living of every citizen. 

We have also managed to 
lay the foundations for a 
solid and open economy 
which can interact and inte- 
grate with Arab economies, 
and merge with the world 
economy on the basis of an 
equitable and balanced 
relationship. 

My government has 
worked for the strengthen- 
ing of our national econo- 
my and has continued to 
address the structural disor- 
ders in the balance of pay- 
ments and the national bud- 
get. Consequently, financial 
and monetary stability have 
been consolidated: the 

Kingdom's foreign curren- 
cy reserves grew, and the 
volume of local and foreign 
investments increased. 
Exports continued io grow, 
and export markets have 
been diversified, thereby 
indicating the increasing 
competitiveness of our 
national products in region- 
al and international mar- 
kets. 

My government has also 
continued to consolidate 
the investment climate 
which would provide 
incentives to the private 
sector to pursue their inno- 
vative potential. It has con- 
cluded the preparation of a 
new package of economic 
laws which complement the 
package approved by your 
distinguished assembly last 
year. The new package con- 
tains draft laws for compa- 
nies, securities, customs, 
protection of national prod- 
ucts, and the management 
and investment of State 
property. 

My government will also 
present to your distin- 
guished assembly a new 
law to regulate competition 
.. and prevention qf.rnprjopo- 
• lies, another- on the, leasing 
of machinery and equip- 
ment, an amendment to the 
free zones law, and an 
amendment to the current 
law on managing public 
funds. 

These laws aim to max- 
imise the role of the private 
sector in production, within 
a framework of economic 
freedom, and a division of 
roles, responsibilities and 
jurisdiction in a manner 
that would ensure account- 
ability, and guarantee fair 
and efficient supervision. 
These laws will also enable 
us to raise the level of 
national production to 
international standards and 
to protect it against unfair 
competition, be it domestic 
or foreign. 

Honourable Senators, 
Honourable Deputies, 

My government is taking 
confident and calculated 
steps towards implement- 
ing the various articles of 
its policy statement accord- 
ing to a fixed timetable, to 
be executed by the various 
departments and arms of 
the State. My government 
will continue to follow the 
letter of its policy statement 
until all the goals envisaged 
by us are achieved. The 
govemmeni will present 
before you the new budget 
and deliberate with you on 
its. contents in a way that 
would reinforce reform, 
and spread the dividends of 
the development we ail 
seek ro attain. 

My government contin- 
ues to simplify government 
procedures and bureaucrat- 
ic red tape for the average 
citizen and the investor 
alike. It has also institution- 
alised the process of pri- 
vatisation in a manner that 
would safeguard the trans- 
parency and fairness of pro- 
cedures, and guarantee the 
protection of public funds, 
and previous gains from 
development. 

My government will con- 
tinue to encourage the pri- 
vate sector's participation 
in national production 
through the expansion of its 
role in initiating infrastruc- 
tural projects, particularly 
in the fields of telecommu- 
nications. energy, transport, 
water and tourism. While 
doing so, the government 
will be upgrading its super- 
visory role to ensure chat 
infrastructural services are 


accessible to all regions of 
the Kingdom; that the envi- 
ronment is protected, and 
that these services reach 
our citizens at a minimum 
cost.. 

As pan of its efforts to 
consolidate economic rela- 
tions with Arab countries, 
my government has revi- 
talised integration and 
interaction with these coun- 
tries in the various econom- 
ic domains, ft concluded 
agreements for the estab- 
lishment of free trade zones 
with a number of Arab 
countries. It also opened the 
way for the Jordanian 
labour force to resume its 
traditional role in the devel- 
opment of other Arab coun- 
tries, to the mutual benefit 
of their_ respective 
economies and our own. 

My government has con- 
tinued to pursue the objec- 
tive of opening up to the 
world economy through 
negotiations to conclude a 
partnership agreement with 
the European Union and ro 
join the World Trade 
Organisation, so that eco- 
nomic openness can be 
achieved gradually, ensur- 
ing our efficiency and com- 
petitiveness in the world 
economy. 

My government has 
begun to expand the net- 
work of social security 
through an integrated social 
package to contain the 
effects of poverty, to tackle 
the problem of unemploy- 
ment, and to narrow the gap 
separating the various strata 
of society. The aim of this 
package in the short run, is 
to raise the income and liv- 
ing standards of the less 
privileged to the acceptable 
minimum, in order to pro- 
vide a dignified life to the 
members of our society. 

tytyjgpvernment has also 
begun to reassess" the pro- 
grammes of the National’ 
Aid Fund, the Development 
and Employment Fund, and 
the Alms (Zakat) Fund to 
extend coverage to the 
needy, and to provide the 
acceptable minimum to eli- 
gible families. The package 
also aims to eliminate the 
cause of poverty and unem- 
ployment in the medium 
term. 

The government is in the 
process of drawing up 
detailed programmes to 
provide these groups with 
ail their basic needs, includ- 
ing educational, health, and 
training services, in an 
attempt to eliminate pover- 
ty through increasing pro- 
ductivity, and contributing 
to development and sharing 
in reaping the benefits". 
These programmes also 
include upgrading infra- 
structural facilities in. the 
less developed regions to 
guarantee a decent exis- 
tence and participation in 
production. This package 
also comprises special pro- 
grammes for training and 
funding to facilitate self- 
employment in small 
income-generating projects 
which would secure adjetter 
future for those in question. 

In. light of these substan- 
tial demands for invest- 
ment, which are necessary 
to implement this package, 
my government has begun 
consultations with friendly 
countries as well as 
international and regional 
. organisations to invite their 
participation in the required 
funding. 

Honourable Senators, 
Honourable Deputies, 

Jordan, which managed to 
make serious headway and 
progress in limes of war 
and conflict, when it was 
spending substantial funds 
on defence and security, 
and having accommodated 
wave after wave of immi- 
grants, and faced the hor- 
rors of the Gulf crisis, is 
still quite capable of 
achieving much more in 
this era of peace which will 
— God willing — uplift the 
entire region once the 
remaining issues on the 
Palestinian. Syrian and 
Lebanese tracks are 
resolved. 

The only way to over- 
come the current stalemate 
in the peace process is to 
implement all the agree- 


ments concluded berween 
the Palestinian National 
Authority and Israel vis-i- 
vis the 'transitional phase, 
and to make sturdy 
progress towards serious 
negotiations on final status 
arrangements in order to 
achieve a just and durable 
peace. We will continue to 
support our brethren in the 
Palestinian National 

Authority in their quest to 
reach a final settlement 
which will secure their 
right to self-determination 
on their national soil, the 
establishment of their state, 
the exercise of full sover- 
eignty on their land, and 
charting their own course 
for the future they desire. 

Honourable Senators, 

Honourable Deputies, 

The holy city of 
Jerusalem with its blessed 
Mosque and the holy sites 
of the followers of all Three 
Great Monotheistic Reli- 
gions, has been at the centre 
of attention of Arabs and 
Muslims for many genera- 
tions. God Almighty has 
honoured the Hashemites 
with assuming the distin- 
guished responsibility for 
the progress and prosperity 
of the Nation. In this 
regard. Jerusalem was 
always a top priority. Undi- 
vided attention and care 
were paid to the holy city 
• and its prime jewel: AJ 
Aqsa Mosque. Sherif Hus- 
sein Bin Ali. the leader of 
the Great Arab Revolt, who 
rests in peace beside the 
Mosque, had forsaken all 
worldly possessions and 
prestige for the sake of 
Jerusalem and Palestine 
and the rights of its people. 
Our founding grandfather, 
the late King Abdullah Bin 
A1 Hussein, fell as a martyr 
on the "soil - of the holy A1 
Aqsa. The Hashemite Arab 
army offered countless 

martyrs in defence of 
Jerusalem and its blessed 
mosque; an affirmation of 
the profound attachment of 
the Hashemites to 

Jerusalem and its holy sites. 

When the holy city fell 
under occupation, Jordan 
was determined, with my 
own personal unwavering 
attention, to fulfill its duty 
towards this issue which 
was at the forefront of Arab 
and Muslim concerns. Jor- 
dan’s special role in 

Jerusalem and the rest of 
the occupied territories was 
reflected in its upkeep of 
the holy sites and Islamic 
Waqf through the appoint- 
ment of scholars, preachers, 
imams and guards, as well 
as the building of mosques, 
colleges and institutes. Fur- 
thermore. it helped revive 
Islamic heritage, restore 
and maintain Waqf proper- 
ty, preserve Islamic antiqui- 
ties and manuscripts, and 
expose to the world at large 
the danger, of Israeli occu- 
pation policies to judaise 
the holy city. Jordan did its 
utmost to confront these 
dangers, and to protect the 
Arab and Islamic identity 
of the holy city. 

These efforts were 
crowned with the comple- 
tion of the Third Hashemite 
Restoration of the A1 Aqsa 
and Dome of the Rock 
mosques. I have had the 
honour, by the grace of 
God, to live up to my duties 
on behalf of the Hashemite 
House. We have made our 
intentions clear in a com- 
mitment before all Arabs 
and Muslims, that our 
responsibilities towards the 
holy sites are held in trust, 
to be handed over by us to 
the Palestinian state once 
final status negotiations are 
concluded, and once the 
Palestinian state, with 
Jerusalem as its capital, is 
established. 

Honourable Senators, 
Honourable Deputies, 

- Faced with the unjust and 
distorting campaigns 
against our great religion, 
my government will active- 
ly participate in current 
efforts on the international 
level to portray the accurate 
and shining image of Islam, 
its outstanding role and 
achievements in building 
human civilisation and 


enriching human life 
throughout the ages. 

I would like to affirm here 
that any erroneous practices 
committed in the name of 
• Islam will not tarnish its 
true nature and lofty princi- 
ples, and that such practices 
are not particular to Islam 
alone but can occur in all 
religions and philosophies. 

Excesses, deprivation, 
ignorance, and despair can 
often lead to negative reac- 
tions. It renders some peo- 
ple prey to the schemes of 
extremists, who invariably 
exploit them, in the name of 
religion, to commit acts that 
are unrelated to the teach- 
ings of the religion, but 
rather represent’ a distortion 
of tolerant Islam and a deep 
insult that provokes us each 
and every time to rise in 
defence of the very essence 
of our religion, faith and 
creed. It is imperative for 
all efforts to be united to 
provide a dignified life for 
the entire human race, so 
that the inalienable rights of 
human beings are not vio- 
lated, their freedom and 
dignity are not encroached 
upon, and their lands are 
not occupied. This way we 
can all curb excesses, pre- 
vent deviation and keep 
them both under control. 

Honourable Senators, 
Honourable Deputies, 

I feel deeply gratified 
when I see Jordanians liv- 
ing in dignity and enjoying 
their full constitutional 
rights. My sense of hope is 
renewed when 1 see my 
government working in 
earnest, and in faith and 
transparency to restructure 
different sectors in order to 
achieve further justice, 
development and moderni- 
ty. 

' Shura and democracy 
have taken deep root in our 
society and in different 
forms. We have transcend- 
ed the phase when some 
would bet on the short life- 
span of democracy, or of 
wishful thinking by others 
that democracy would be 
void of substance. Political 
pluralism is taking its 
course and promises to pro- 
vide more dividends, now 
that the law has granted it 
sufficient immunity 

enabling different political 
and intellectual schools of 
thought to express them- 
selves through iL Such plu- 
ralism can frustrate the 
designs of those who do not 
wish it to be a means of 
ensuring clarity and trans- 
parency, and who continue 
to mobilise and incite. 
Some still believe that they 
are capable of charting par- 
allel courses and of depart- 
ing from the consensus of 
society in terms of the gains 
for us all, agreed upon for 
the common good. 

As for the media and the 
press, we will continue to 
uphold the principles of 
responsible freedom, so 
that their outlets can be 
platforms of truth, available 
to ail enlightened pens. 
They should be mediums 
for free, objective and 
responsible dialogue which 
enriches our democratic 
process in an atmosphere of 
awareness and honourable 
commitment to supreme 
national interests. 

Honourable Senators, 
Honourable Deputies, 

We will continue in our 
democratic process and in 
creating the environment 
necessary to make this 
process prosper further, so 
that the benefits are felt by 
all. At the same time, we 
will monitor the practices 
of those who do not yet 
comprehend democracy for 
what it is: the acceptance 
by the minority of the deci- 
sions of the majority", the 
respect of the majority for 
the opinions of the minority 
and their right to express 
them; that it is a means 
towards stability and one of 
the pillars of the constitu- 
tion, not a means to bypass 
it or empty it of its sub- 
stance. 

We see before us this 
august Jordanian parlia- 
ment, which personifies the 
free and fair choice of the 


Jordanian people, exercis- 
ing its constitutional 
responsibilities successful- 
ly and effectively. The sep- 
aration between the three 
branches of the state is 
embodied in our constitu- 
tion away from personal 
whims and petty biases. We 
are in the process of 
reviewing gradually and 
objectively die relationship 
between all three branches, 
particularly that between 
the executive and legisla- 
tive. with an eye to devel- 
oping and consolidating 
this relationship so that 
each branch is able to fully 
perform its national role 
and responsibility. Our aim 
is to keep this relationship 
free from obstructive and 
negative influences, which, 
combined together, might 
harm our national objec- 
tives; something that 
prompted us in the first 
place to accept the principle 
of members of parliament 
assuming cabinet positions. 

We, in this counny, are 
proud to have completed a 
draft law on the Centre for 
the studies of Freedom. 
Democracy and Human 
Rights. The draft law has 
been presented to your dis- 
tinguished assembly as a 
way of introducing another 
qualitative step in the 
process of building the 
institutions of the state of 
law. We shall continue to 
move ahead in our democ- 
ratic process and to consol- 
idate freedom of opinion 
and all other civil liberties. 
In our determination to 
achieve further progress, 
modernisation and prosper- 
ity, we shall not be hindered 
by those who wallow in 
self-pity and insist on belit- 
tling die status of their 
country. Or others who con- 
tinue- M ’ignore the coun- 
try’s achievements and are 
oblivious to the fact that 
Jordan has become the sub- 
ject of much admiration for 
its political and economic 
accomplishments. 

When we look beyond 
our borders, it is imperative 
for us to draw from the 
experiences and achieve- 
ments of others, that which 
is needed to strengthen our 
democratic process and 
develop our technological 
capabilities. The attempt by 
some who are misguided 
and blinded enough to 
adopt examples from those 
who are way behind us in 
achievement and develop- 
ment is truly pitiful. These 
are futile efforts in search 
of abstract roles or cheap 
external funding. 

Clarity and transparency, 
in words and deeds, are two 
exeraplaiy realities. The 
government and the loyal 
opposition form together 
the means towards great 
achievements and honest 
service. But to have execu- 
tive office as an ultimate 
objective in itself, which 
usually prompts those who 
are out of public office to 
work from the very first 
day of the formation of any 
government for its down- 
fall, is truly a despicable 
and irresponsible behav- 
iour, by whoever engages 
in it. Shouldering responsi- 
bility is an honour and a 
duty, not a gain. Further- 
more, objective and respon- 
sible opposition whose sole 
intention is to improve the 
overall performance is the 
only opposition worthy of 
respect and appreciation, 
and is the only form of 
opposition which we need. 
Our process can rid itself of 
all forms of practices which 
are not in harmony with its 
constitutional, ethical and 
humanitarian orientation. 
For our people are respon- 
sible and aware. They mon- 
itor and observe the process 
along with our trustworthy 
security departments, 
which are characterised by 
discipline, sincerity and 
observance of the letter of 
the law and the constitu- 
tion. Their vigilance 
ensures that all those who 
violate the law, or national 
unity, are brought to justice 
so that if convicted, they 
would receive their fair 
punishment 

The judiciary shall 
remain to be the subject of 
our appreciation and atten- 


tion, so that it can always 
be identified with impar- 
tiality, fairness and inde- 
pendence, and so that it can 
become an example of 
modern Jordanian institu- 
tions; a haven for those 
who seek refuge for differ- 
ent reasons, and where all 
are equal before the law. 
regardless of status. 

Honourable Senators, 

Honourable Deputies, 

It is with optimism and 
gratification that we wit- 
ness. along with the rest of 
the nation, the commend- 
able political trends which 
have recently emerged in 
the wake of the upheavals 
that have befallen our 
nation of late. We had 
always warned against the 
occurrence of these disas- 
trous events; the wounds 
that they would inflict and 
the repercussions that they 
would leave behind. 

Inter-Arab relations have 
improved following a 
destructive and harmful 
estrangement which almost 
filtered through to affect 
ordinary people, had it not 
been for the grace of the 
Almighty and the wisdom 
of my fellow Arab leaders. 
The Arab masses clung, as 
we did. to their faith in the 
unity of our nation, and to 
the firm belief that it is des- 
tined to fuse together in one 
hemisphere, in an age that 
has witnessed the blending 
of many a diverse nation 
into one matrix in spite of 
the wars and bloodshed that 
divided them for decades. 
They have now corrected 
their path and proven their 
respected place and exis- 
tence among nations. 

Our collective work shall 
focus on restoring cohesion 
between all the countries of 
the Nation without excep- 
tion. A cohesion that would 
be based on solid founda- 
tions of mutual respect, 
mutual non-interference in 
internal and external 
affairs, and the freedom of 
the Arab people in their dif- 
ferent countries to choose 
their respective models. 

Honourable Senators, 
Honourable Deputies, 

We will do our utmost to 
concentrate our efforts 
towards the attainment of a 
just, comprehensive and 
durable peace. A peace that 
would be sustainable, as we 
firmly believe that the only 
alternative to peace is death 
and destruction. AH that 
obstructs the awesome cur- 
rent of peace, whether illu- 
sionary or imaginary ambi- 
tions. is doomed to be 
washed away as long as the 
ultimate objective is a 
durable peace that brings 
about tiie long-awaited 
development. Development 
is the common objective of 
all peoples and it is the goal 
that we work diligently in 
order to achieve, for the 
welfare and benefit of our 
people. It will enable us to 
protect our beloved country 
and its people, be they hard 
working farmers or innova- 
tive industrialists; honest 
businessmen or skilled pro- 
fessionals. 

Much work lies ahead as 
we endeavour to reshape 
our lives, and acclimatise 
our establishment to Lhe 
standards of the modern 
world. Our present and 
future generations deserve 
nothing short of what 
would enable them to 
express their excellent 
potential and creative abili- 
ty. so that they may inherit 
the land as righteous and 
conscientious people away 
from whatever may prevent 
them from being free mas- 
ters in a homeland that we 
have built on freedom, hon- 
our, and pride. 

“[This will be] their cry 
therein: “Glory to thee, O 
God!” And “Peace" will be 
their greeting therein! And 
the close of their cry will 
be: “Praise be to God, the 
Cherisher and Sustainer of 
the Worlds!” 

Peace be upon you and 
God's mercy and blessings. 
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Palestinians to seek a billion dollar 


in aid at donor conference today 


France mulls 
easing taxes 
on the rich 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
Palestinians will ask for 
nearly one billion dollars 
from donor nations in Paris 
Wednesday in a bid to bol- 
ster their economy, which 
has been crippled by a near- 
ly year-long Israeli closure. 

President Yasser Arafai 
will attend the conference 
of some 40 donor nations 
and international agencies, 
where his Palestinian 
National Authority will pre- 
sent its investment needs 
for 1997. 

The conference conies 
after a disastrous year for 
the Palestinians, during 
which the donor pro- 
gramme has largely had to 
■concentrate on keeping the 
economy afloat amid strict 
fsraeli travel restrictions. 

"Because of the turmoil 
this year and the closure, 
donor countries have had to 
refunnel their money away 
from middle -term projects 
building infrastructure into 
short-term projects like job 
creation." Alt Khader. 
deputy representative for 
the World Bank, told AFP. 

Instead of building roads, 
for example, donor funds 
have gone into employing 


Palestinians to whitewash 
buildings in Gaza or dig 
trenches using manual 
labour instead of machines 
to employ more workers, he 
said. 

Some SI 65 million out of 
$414 million delivered to 
the Palestinians this year 
have been moved into 
short-term projects. 

The closure of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, 
imposed after a series of 
anti-Israeli suicide bomb- 
ings in February and 
March. has prevented 
Palestinian workers and 
exports from entering Israel 
and. at times, even blocked 
movement between West 
Bonk cities. 

Palestinian officials say 
the closure has caused up to 
$9 million a day in losses 
and pushed unemployment 
up to 60 per cent in Gaza 
( and 35 per cent in the West 
' Bank. 

“Countries look at the dis- 
couraging political situa- 
tion here and. they have in 
many cases decided to post- 
pone their donations.” said 
Adnan A1 AniacL direcror of 
aid coordination at the 
Palestinian Economic 


Council for Development 
And Reconstruction (PEC- 
DA R». 

Palestinians have fre- 
quently complained of 
donor nations' failure to 
live up to their pledges 
since the aid programme 
was launched in 19*93 in a 
bid to build the economy in 
the territories parallel to 
negotiations on the estab- 
lishment of Palestinian 
autonomy. 

Donor countries have so 
far pro\ ided only half of the 
total S2.4 billion they have 
pledged since 1 9 q 4. 

They promised over $830 
million for 1996 but 
reduced the amount in a 
meeting in January, where 
they set a goal to deliver 
$500 million over the year. 
Around 5414 million has 
been delivered since, 
according to Mr. Khader. 

Meanwhile, the World 
Bank has denounced an' 
“economic embargo" 
imposed by Israel on the 
Palestinian territories and 
said it was harming invest- 
ment prospects for the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“Private companies do not 
invest in countries that are 


under an economic embar- 
go. Odin Knud sen. the 
World Bank representative 
in the territories, told AFP. 

“Effectively, there is an 
economic embargo in 
place" in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, he said. 

Israel has sealed off the 
Palestinian territories inter- 
mittently since March fol- 
lowing a wave of suicide 
bombings in occupied 
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. 

The move has driven tens 
of thousands of Palestinians 
who once held jobs in Israel 
into unemployment and 
choked the Palestinian 
economy. 

The blockade was eased 
recently “to avoid danger- 
ously aggravating the eco- 
nomic difficulties of the 
Palestinians." 

“It's very difficult for pri- 
vate investors to come in 
and to make investments." 
Mr. Knudsen said. “They 
cannot move their com- 
modities or move them- 
selves (in the autonomous 
territories).** The World 
Bank is the key organisa- 
tion in charge of chan- 
nelling international aid to 
the Palestinians. 


“There is no doubt that 
the Palestinian economy 
has suffered considerably.” 
the World Bank representa- 
tive said. “There has been 
no peace dividend so far. In 
fact there has been an eco- 
nomic decline.” 

Gross national product of 
the Palestinian territories 
has dropped by 23 per cent 
in four years, according to a 
recent U.N. report. 

The World Bank repre- 
sentative stressed that the 
countries that pledged $2.4 
billion in aid to the Pales- 
tinians in 1993 “are not 


willing to pay for closure” 
because it exacerbates 
unemployment and tax rev- 
enues decline. 

This situation forces the 
international community to 
sacrifice long-term invest- 
ments necessary to launch 
the Palestinian economy, 
fill the budget deficit gap 
and create temporary jobs. 

Mr. Knudsen estimated 
that next year donor coun- 
tries will unblock nearly 
$500 million for the Pales- 
tinians. 
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Morocco privatisation chief wants unlimited sales 
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Mid-East Currencies 


RABAT (R) — Morocco's 
privatisation minister wants 
to sweep away curbs on sell- 
ing state holdings, including 
sectors such as electricity 
and water 

"I don’t see any monopoly 
which is .still worth keeping. 
Transportation — we have to 
open our skies. Road trans- 
port — everyone can do it. 
Tobacco. 1 believe the gov- 
ernment should be autho- 
rised to privatise all entities 
and corporations." Minister 
A haul Rah mane Saaidi told 
Reuters. 

"What we consider strate- 
gic is not what we have con- 
sidered in the past as strate- 
gic. And even strategic activ- 
ities. we believe they don't 
have to be public" he said. 

Mr. Saaidi said he wanted 
strategic privatisation aimed 
at improving investment, 
modernisation and recruit- 
ment. rather than sales of 
assets simply to maximise 
revenues. 

His ministry' wants to 
change the policy of setting 
minimum prices for asset 


sales and of publishing spe- 
cific lists of holdings on 
offer. 

“We have received the 
green light on the principle 
of the changes but we are still 
negotiating (with the govern- 
ment) the final wording." 
before proposals go to parlia- 
ment. he said. 

Telecommunications will 
be one area opened up, under 
its own legislation, with a 
regulatory body created. 

“I think the government 
should be authorifcdjtoirans- 
fer all public: participa- 
tions...Do we really need an 
electricity monopoly? Is it 
the best thing for consumers, 
for the Moroccan econo- 
my?" said the minister in a 
weekend interview. 

“Our philosophy is to pri- 
vatise the maximum which 
can be privatised.” he said, 
echoing his words last month 
to an emerging markets con- 
ference in New York when he 
spoke of tackling “the big 
ones — to sell part of the 
railroad or national airline, 
to open up the port authority. 


and to hive off the down- 
stream phosphate process- 
ing". 

Morocco has so far trans- 
ferred to Lhe private sector 27 
of tiic 77 firms listed for 
sale, and 1 8 of 37 hotels on 
the list. 

This has raised 9.7 billion 
dirhams iSl.i billion), with 
10 firms and four hotels sold 
in whole or part to Foreign 
buyers, who accounted for 27 
per cent of total privatisation 
revenue. 

Buyers have committed 
themselves to invest a further 
S260 million. But sales have 
brought some hard lessons. 

“We found ourselves in a 
difficult situation, mainly for 
hotels...because sometimes 
we were forced to declare a 
winner... with a slightly high- 
er price and not very good 
investment programme ...and 
others were out of the run- 
ning with very attractive 
ideas and investment pro- 
grammes.** he said. 

Mr. Saaidi wonts a single 
10-strong commission to set 
an indicative, not minimum. 


THE Daily Crossword by Chuck Deodene 


ACROSS 
1 Bivouac 
5 Prosperous time 
9 Hippo-like 
mammal 

14 Exam type 

15 First name in 
advice 

16 Win by — 

17 Sluggish 

18 So" — (amen) 

19 Mell Lazarus 
cartoon 

20 Pierre's pal 

21 Suffer 
consequences 

23 Vanzetti’s 
partner 

25 Lendl of tennis 

26 Goof 

28 Kind of cube 

29 Skier’s tow 

33 Tell 

35 Deface 

36 “I — Camera" 

37 Grad 

33 Clean a bass 

40 Gator’s kin 

41 Abolitionist 
Turner 

42 “You're itf game 

43 Full of pluck 

45 Patella site 

47 Nettie 

48 Toothpaste 
holder 

49 PDG 

51 Perhaps 

54 Quick campaign 
visit 

60 Office 
transmission 

61 Waste maker 

62 Croaker 

63 Banquet 

64 Amend 

65 Bronte heroine 

66 Distant 

67 Bond portrayer 

68 Statistics 

69 Waist girder 
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price. Investors could offer 
more or less, and the govern- 
ment would also not be 
obliged to sell. 

His ministry this month 
advertised nine hotels for 
sale at a minimum total price 
of $ 1 1 million, 30 per cent 
below thaL asked when they 
were first floated two years 
ago. 

“The market responded 
(then) negatively, they were 
too high- We didn't even 
know what the market was 
able to pay," he said 

Mr. Saaidi 'said he expect- 
ed a positive response now 
although the situation had 
worsened — “when the man- 
agement of the hotels know 
(they are for sale), they stop 
seeking clients and develop- 
ing reservations.” 

His ministry had also 
found that some companies 
originally on the list could 
not be sold without changes 
to the laws governing their 
creation. 

These experiences have 
prompted Mr. Saaidi to cry to 
avoid any listing. He would 
prefer the principle of all 
being open for sale, with the 
government announcing that 
“X" company was now on 
offer, or perhaps a “negative 
list" of those not for sale. 
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SA Rival 

0.2666 
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0.33831 

‘ 24 JO 

23^0 


AE Dirham 

0.2723 
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0.16254 

0.34545 
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KW Dinar 

3.3557 

5.04286 

2.00321 

4J25713 

20.75' 

21.10 


BH Dinar 

0.3765 

339202 

1.58554 

3.37041 

212.00 

217.00 


CY Pound 

2.182 

3.2781 

1.202 

2.7662 


Metal Prices 


Currency Deposit Rales (Bid) 


Cold (n4‘>) 

378J 

378.7 








Silver ( ox's) 

4.89 

4.91 


USD 

5.25 

5.37 

5.37 

5.46 

5.50 

Platinum (m‘ $) 

383.5 

384.5 


GBP 
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6.25 

6.31 
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1443 

1444 


JPY 

0.46 

0.32 

0.38 

0,43 
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Main Equity Indicica 


NcwYnrk 

DOW JONES 

63834)1 

36.9 

Ifcvijurk 

S&P5WJ 

740.17 

3.15 

London 

FT-SE l«t 

3970.6 

8.5 

Tok}'o 

NIKKIE 225 

20956.18 

159.81 

Paris 

CAC 41) 

2235.95 

7.14 

Frankfurt 

DAX 

2764.09 

0.25 


0.58 6384.18 6347.28 6346.91 

0.43 740.17 738.87 737X2 

0.21 3971.6 3954.1 3962.1 

0.77 20956.2 20732* 20796.4 

0.32 2236 2223.28 2228.81 

0.01 2773.84 2758.72 2763.84 
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* JOD Cross Rutes 


Coffee (c/lbs) 
Cocoa (S/ton) 
Sugar (S/fon) 
Wheat (S/Ion) 
Soya (c/lhs) 
Tea («e/ 4D 
Barley (S/bsh) 
Rice fS/fon) 


120.33 

Spot 


US Dollar 

WEEM 

0.708 

1358 

Spot 


CB Strrliing 

1.18Z 

310.9 

Spot 


DE Mark 

0A709 

133 

Spot 


CH Franc 

0.5575 

22.33 

Spot 


FR Franc 

0.1392 

118 

SpiH 


JP Yen 

0.6333 

2.18 

Spot 


NL Guilder 

0.4199 

470 

Spu( 


IT Lira 

0,4673 


Source; Central Bank of Jordan. 
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DOWN 

1 Fountain drinks 

2 Bouquet 

3 Mozart opera 
{with "The") 


4 Layer 
.5 Rum cake 

6 Heed 

7 Note of 
remembrance 

8 Legendary 

9 Buccaneers’ 
home 

10 Oil 

11 Circumstance 
partner 

12 “Woe — T 

13 Stem 

21 Sulk 

22 Hillary's 
conquest 

24 Quahog 

27 Animalistic 

28 Reflection 

30 Mayberry 
deputy 

31 Frenzied 

32 Risque 

33 Standing 

34 Lust for life 
39 With shag on 

. the floor 


A|L 

IL 


■ 

D 1 A J H 

1 

IEi 

A [ S ! T • 1 

Ft! 1 

& 

L 

A 

rJl o 

SITIOIN 

A|M(E 
B IO )w. 

V 

O 

* 1 E S 
F|C|H 

TIOjNfG 
r;ri i IE 


1 i 

N 

ThB 

ts 

o;eBr! 

B E 

s 

T 


SiT u 

IB. 

■tilAlR 

E L 

£ 

C 

IT' 

■qh; 


[sMh'ie 

E A 

C 

H 

rel 

|S|* HI 

i5| 

ClRIEiA 



hiIMSVnh 

A—' 

^ Jrent- 


-eiRMMGN 

«MfnCA 5 VNKAIE IK 


[ fWYHM' 
JL/STGET 



IE D T 
‘D Y E 


[R) E P 
E A S 


A P P 

i M I A R 

1 E j L A 
N O Y 


OIFIO 


A }l!E 


! N i A ! T | A I 

TaTdTaM 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


NJEIS 

D AH 


B|0|X 

Vi 

B | R I 1 

111 

SiEiT 

[XJ 




frt STERILIZING 

Trte D ishes hc, 
lUSED.'/rtYir 


BKAUS£VtoU*tPoPMAS\ 
tfCRMS AND TrtE GERMS 

err on the dishes, so 

r BWLTrtE DISHES AMD 


! \r*Kt?l THW 


WHY NOT BOtLPoP 
AND err RID CP J 
i ALUTHE GERMS) 
AT ONCE? r 


SON.MAYBt 
You SOT 
something 
N THERE ! , 




40 Caribbean land 
44 infiater 
46 Type of bunny 
50 Cubic meter 

52 Insipid 

53 Apply force 

54 Impact sound 


55 Heavenly ring 

56 Analogy words 

57 Proiein-rich 
bean 

58 Sour 

59 Greek theaters 
63 Small amount 
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PARIS (R) — The French gov- 
ernment is considering easing a 
special tax on the wealthy so 
lhar rich people do noi flee the 
country. Urban Affairs and Inte- 
gration Minister Eric Raoult 
said Sunday. “We would not 
warn lhe hen that lays a golden 
egg to Ieave...aflowing capital 
to escape, little by little, out of 
the country." Mr. Raoult said in 
an interview on French Radio J. 
He acknowledged that the so- 
called “solidarity tax on great 
wealth" was popular with the 
public but said he believed the 
right balance could be found to 
keep the public satisfied while 
encouraging the wealthy to 
remain on French soil. 


By Thomas S. Pierson, 

— - Astrologer, Carroll 

Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) You can handle 
certain responsibilities 
today if you stick to them 
and are precise. Find bet- 
ter methods for use in the 
days ahead. Later tonight 
you can seek the advice of 
a bigwig to complete any 
new career activities. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Be tactful today 
in handling a clever part- 
ner. so that you can com- 
plete any assignments 
which are ■ presented. 
Don't commit yourself to 
any further outside inter- 
ests at this time or you 
could find yourself in 
great difficulties. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to i 
June 21) Your career 
activities seem annoying 
to those fellow associates 
as the week opens, how- 
ever, keep at it studiously. 
Avoid the limelight later 
this evening or you could 
find yourself in an embar- 
rassing situation which 
yon don't need. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Do 
whatever will soothe your 
mate's feelings today and 
thereby bring harmony to 
your residence. Carry 
through with the tasks you 
have scheduled and there- 
by you can achieve the 
prosperity and success 
you desire. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
2 1 ) Take time today to get 
rid of any tensions at 
home so that your loved j 
ones will be appreciative * 
of the harmony which 
exists. Show that you are 
truly devoted and affec- 
tionate towards your mate 
by doina special gestures. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Make sure 
your reply today to ques- 
tions accurately where 
; your career activities art 
concerned so that those in 
‘ authority will be apprecia- 
tive. Don't permit out- 
siders to upset you this 
evening so that tonight 
can be pleasant 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Handle 
that important financial 
matter today in an effi- 
cient manner, then you 
can have fun with close 
friends. Get the daia you 
need for making out 
reports, which are impor- 
tant to those in authority 
and thereby gain you sue- * 
cess. W 


cess. . w 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Don't be 
so eager today to have 
your own way or you 
could disturb the feeling 
of a bigwig who could 
make you business envi- 
ronment difficult. Forget a 
plan tonight which could 
cost you too much money 
and effort. 

SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) You may seem 
deadlocked today at gain- 
ing some personal aim, 
however, krcp plugging 
along and you can achieve 
your success. Later this 
evening you are able it get 
it without too much effort 
on your part and recogni- 
tion. 

CAPRICORN: (Decern-^ 
ber 22 to January 20) Do 
not try today to convince a 
stubborn friend with your 
views since he or she has 
their own point of view. 
Plan how to fix a difficult 
situation which is present 
and thereby you can 
achieve success through a 
bigwig noticing you. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Don’t go 
to any bigwig for a favour 
today as he or she will be 
in a foul mood and not 
likely to be of assistance. 

Get your career activities 
completed and everything 
will be fine. Avoid an irate 
friend this evening. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Use mature 
judgement today and rely 
less on some hunch which 
keeps pecking at you for 
eventual resolution. Study 
that civic matter later (his 
evening and devise aplanrf 
of action whereby you can 7 
achieve great success. 
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Tabbaa urges government to include private 
sector businessmen in official delegations 
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ARIES: 
April 19, 
certain 


By Lamia Tabbaa' 

Special to the Jordan Times 

,\MMAN — Fony two rep- 
resentatives of the county 's 
private sector accompanied 
Jordan's official delegation 


are nr^ 

• r l CC|J^ JQfUdU 3 VllAWlUJ ULIb^dUUIJ 

dnv? e ^ s ftT[3 10 Middle East North 
*' Africa fMENA) summit in 
Sl > Cairo which closed on 
^ Thursday. 

“But while the inclusion of 
so many businessman in an 
official delegation is wel- 
come news to Jordan's pri- 
vate sector, we are afraid this 
is a one time occurence" 
which ^ rtVj, fcr says Haradi Tabbaa, Chair- 
Don't comm:. ^ man of the Jordanian Busi- 
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>ee is a permanent change in 
ibe system whereby most if 
. not all government delcga- 
Vou' ■' ) 11005 incluc * e businessmen 

r <em 


from now on," Mr. Tabbaa 
maintains. 
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lhe World Bunk and other 
such institutions that the pri- 
vate sector has to play a 


greater role 
in stimulat- 
ing the 
economy, 
but how do 
we translate 
these words 
into 

action"?*', 
asks Mr. 

Tabbaa, 
himself a 
funner 
minister of 
Trade and 
Industry. 

To sup- 
port his . 
request, Mr. 

T’bbaa. 

cites many examples of vis- 
iting delegations who come 
accompanied by substantial 
numbers of . private sector 
businessmen. “Only last 
week, the Turkish foreign 
minister . Ms. Tansu Ciller . 
who came to Jordan for one 
day. had brought wiih her 
about seventy business- 
men." 

One reason whv the uov- 


Hamdl Tabbaa 



/vu/eer.i of news from t/a Arabic press 


New civil service regulations 
to be ready before end of 1996 

** THE NEW civil service regulations being prepared by 
the Ministry of Administrative Development will be 
ready before the end of this year. Minister Kamul Nasser 
said noting that the current regulations are nut compati- 
ble with the present stage. The minister added that a spe- 
cial committee has completed drawing an overall organi- 
sational structure of the government and. as such, the 
functions of the ministries, departments and institutions 
will be reactivated. 

Dr. Nasser spoke about corruption and classified it into 
two categories: 

I - Financial corruption which is a matter that should be 
dealt with legally as every civil servant found guilty 
should be punished according to the law. 

2- Administrative comiption which has resulted from 
the accumulation of bad" practices. 

He stressed that fighting administrative corruption 
should be by limiting exceptions in appointments and by 
specifying in detail the bases for hiring staff. Further-, 
more, the minister pointed out, there should be a total ban 
on favouritism and “connections" in seeking employ- 
ment. Dr. Nasser saw a real and applicable system of 
accountability as a needed measure at this stage (AI 
Ra'i). 

Minister abolishes ‘adviser’ posts 

'** ABDUL RAZZAQ TBE1SHAT, the minister of 
municipalities and rural affairs, has abolished all the 
posts of “advisers" saying that there were too many ot 
them at his ministry. He indicated that their advices were 
never sought for anything of concern to the ministry. The 
minister added that despite having nothing to do “die 
advisers were hindering the work by moving from one 
office to another to pass the time." (Al Ra’i). 


THE BETTER HALF* 


By Glasbergen 



“We never get skunks in our yard. 
They hate Stanley’s cologne." 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD 

by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion 


Unscramble These tour Jumbles. 
»e letter to each square, to torm 
tour ordinary words. 


HEWEL 


n 


eiw tom Ueic Saras, me 
-MnpiWtd. 


DIMAT 


I 


I 


■ RBAIS 


L A k , >1 

□ 

□ 



PABURT 

^r 


r 

n 

n 



1 

the result of 

CVEREATIN& ANP 

amdipino exegjMge 

FOR MANY" VEARS. 

"i "" 

Now arrange the circled letters ,0 
torm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


n, (Answers tomorrow) 

Juntos: BASIN SNOHT nNITE HANGAf! 
Answer: What It took to winihe man 
competition - A STRONG FINIS 



emmenu 
according ro 
Mr.Tabbaa, 
hhould invite 
private sector 
delegation to 
accompany 
them abroad 
is so that the 
businessmen 
of both coun- 
tries can hold 
dialogue in 
the presence 
of officials. 

In addi- 
tion. "If the 
government 
is going to 
sign a proto- 
col. we should" be there, 
because at the end of the day 
we will have to implement iL 
As things stand now. the pri- 
vate sector is drawn in at a 
later stage and the protocols 
are imposed on us", he says, 
adding that it is easier for the 
businessmen to promote the 
country's invetment poten- 
tial in the company of an 
ufficiul delegation. 1 
A third reason why the pri- 
vate sector should be repre- 
sented in the government’s 
trips abroad is because its 
leehineal expertise is indis- 


pensable when officials sign 
protocols and trade agree- 
ment abroad . 

“Some of these officials 
are noi as knowledgablc on 
the technicalities' of the 
economy and investment cli- 
mate as we are (the private 

sector businessmen) ore. 
They cannot argue because 
they do not have the techini- 
caJ background," he says. 

Mr. Tabbaa cites last 
year's MENA summit in 
Ammon os a clear example 
of full public-private sector 
cooperation. “But we only 
had one meeting of the fol- 
low up commitee headed by 
the Minister Of Trade to fol- 
low up on the MENA 
results", he complains. 

“We meet on an erratic 
basis. Somtimes they ( the 
government) listen and at 
others they do not," he says 
referring ro the sporadic 
meetings between the two 
sectors. 

The JBA, in cooperation 
with the Chambers of Com- 
merce and Industry is cur- 
renlty working on a draft for 
the formation of a council 
headed by the Prime Minis- 
ter and comprising public 
and private sector represen- 


tatives. ‘The council will act 
as a point of reference and 
will prove to us the gover- 
nment's comntittment to 
really involve the private 
sector in the economy's 
revival". Mr. Tabbaa argues. 

"This council will meer 
and discuss new laws, bilat- 
eral trade agreements before 
they go to parliament. The 
joint council will serve as a 
screening mechanism for 
new laws and trade agree- 
ments." he says. 

Mr. Tabbaa believes that 
the reason the private sector 
is not called upon to partici- 
pate in official trips is 
because the government has 
not yet taken it seriously, 
"which is partly the fault of 
the private sector itself." 

“Sometimes the private 
sector businessmen do not 
come prepared to meetings 
with the Public sector," he 
says, adding that at other 
times they bring in their per- 
sonal interest into the meet- 
ings. 

But in the final analysis. 
Mr. Tabbaa says, “all we 
want is to be given a fair 
chance to prove ourselves.” 


Japan studying $76m loan 
for Jordan’s tourism sector 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Japanese 
government is considering a 
Jordanian request for a loan of 
about S76 million to the King- 
dom's tourism sector and a 
decision is expected next year. 
Japanese Ambassador Takayu- 
ki Kdmura said Tuesday. 

The loan, as and when 
approved, will be spent on 

tourism infrastructure as well 
on setting up new tourism sites 
and upgrading existing ones as 
pan of Jordan's master plan to 
develop the tourism sector, the 
first to benefit from the Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

Projects in the plan include a 
national, museum, "Tourist 
alleys" in downtown Amman 
and in Kamk. parking and 
recreation areas, information 
centres and upgrading facili- 
ties available at tourist sites. 

The Japan International 
Cooperation Agency (JICAL 
the Tokyo government’s arm 
to implement projects 
financed under gram aid, has 
conducted a study on seg- 
ments of the Kingdom’s mas- 
ter plan. 

The study, financed by the’ 


Japanese government and for- 
mally presented during the 
Japan Week in Amman in July, 
is expected to lead into con- 
crete projects subject to 
financing arrangements. 

Ambassador Kimura said 
the Jordanian request for the 
loan was “under consideration 
in Tokyo, and we expect a 
final decision next year." 

The ambassador noted that 
Tokyo had dispatched at least 
two missions to discuss the 
loan request with Jordanian 
officials. 

Mr. Kimura said he was not 
aware that the Tokyo govern- 
ment had actually decided to 
grant the loan. He was com- 
menting on a report in the 
local press that said such a 
decision had already been 
made. 

"The Japanese embass> in 
Amman is not aware of any 
decision to gram the loan," he 
said. 

Mr. Kimura. however, 
affirmed that the request was 
being considered favourably 
and that the loon would be 
coming through but that the 
official procedures have to be 
followed before a formal deci- 
sion is made. 


Jordan has also requested a 
$60 million loan from Japan 
for its human resources devel- 
opment projects. The funds 
will be spent on building new 
schools. That request is also 
under consideration by the 
Tokyo government 

In per capita terms. Japan is 
Jordan's largest foreign donor. 
Tokyo's assistance to the 
Kingdom, in soft loans and 
rescheduling of outstanding 
debts as well as grant aid. 
topped S500 million in fiscal 
1995-96. 

Tourism and the environ- 
ment are two sectors that 
Japan is focusing on in the 
context of assistance to Jor- 
dan. Japan chairs the working 
group on the environment in 
the multilateral phase of the 
Middle East peace process. 
The Tokyo government has 
already supplied S5.5 million 
worth of equipment to set up a 
marine pollution monitoring 
and fighting station at Aqaba. 
The station, which will work 
in close coordination with 
counterparts in Israel and 
Egypt, is expected to be oper- 
ational before the end of the 
year. 


Seminar presents 
computer filing technique 


By Christina Schlegl 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — While increas- 
ing numbers of PC-users 
belong to Jordan's Imemei- 
. Surfing community, many are 
still filing company and per- 
sonal paperwork the old fash- 
ioned way. 

But now several local com- 
puter companies claim they 
can help out. 

The “document and work- 
flow management system" is 
currently being introduced by 
one of the country's leading 
computer companies. 

The programme’s presenta- 
tion is taking place in a three- 
day-seminar and a special 
exhibition at the InterConti- 
nental Hotel, which began 
Sunday. 

During the morning semi- 
nar, potential customers such 
as the banking sector, insur- 
ance companies, hotels and 
government departments were 
introduced to the new tech- 
nology, which, according to 
Nabil Ashkar, the company's 
marketing and sales manager, 
saves time and money for its 
user. 

The afternoons are open to 
the public or io "everybody, 
who deals with paper." 

Such filing systems, says 
Mr. Ashkar. are already wide- 
ly in use in the U.S. and 
Europe. They are PC-based 
comprehensive archiving and 
document image management 
solutions and take care of the 
entire filing process within a 
person's field of work, he 


says. 

The presented imaging pro- 
gramme. which is compatible 
to Windows 95, is said to inte- 
grate, access, distribute and 
control paper-based informa- 
tion throughout companies or 
individual desktops. 

It provides its user with ser- 
vices like the collection and 
storage of image documents, 
fax-sending and additional 
images to your current desk- 
top applications. 

Cheque-clearing, for exam- 
ple can also be done totally 
automatically and thus saves 
paper and time, when search- 
ing for a certain file. 

On the other hand it saves 
the client time as well, for the 
reason stated above. 

“The programme." Mr. 

Ashkar said, “ is very compat- 
ible and can be used by every- 
one. It is not limited to one 
sector." 

Asked whether Jordanian 
companies already take 

advantage of such a pro- 
gramme. Mr. Ashkar said that 
there are not any so far. 

"Jordan is muling behind in 
the usage of the latest infor- 
mation technology compared 
to first world countries but not 
in terms of its knowledge." 
Mr. Ashkar explained. 

The reason for that , he said, 
is the low purchasing power 
which affects the market quite 
heavily. 

‘There is a knowledgeable 
response to such products, but 
people simply cannot afford 
them," Mr. Ashkar added. 
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PAST 12 MONTHS COMPANY 1 S NAME 
HIGH LOW 


P / E 


DIV. 


NO. 

OF 

TRANS. 


NO. OF 
SHAPES 


VALUE 

TRADED 

JS 



252.000 205.000 
4.700 4. 250 


1.250 
2.700 

5.250 
3.040 
1.200 
4.180 
3.930 
1.590 


.?8G 
2.120 
4.250 
2.450 
. 280 
3.300 
1.400 
1.000 


ARAB BANK 12. < 

CAIRO AMMAN BANK 8.8 

MID. EAST ZNV.BX. 69.6 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BK. 5.0 

THE HOUSING BK. 22.8 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 18.1 

JOR.GULP BANK 5.4 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 17.4 

UNION BK-SAV.1NV. p 

PHILADEL. ZNV.BX. g 


1.43 

3.53 

0.00 

6.33 

2.89 

0.00 

7.69 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 


6 

5 

8 

3 

4 
2 

17 

5 
1 
1 


140 

20000 

16000 

875 

2250 

220 

39130 

785 

700 

150 


34300 

85000 

16960 

1924 

10722 

£■43 

34697 

2860 

1064 

166 


245.00 

4.25 
1.07 

2.25 
4.75 
2.50 

.91 

3.62 

1.52 

1.24 


245.00 

4.25 
1.06 
2.20 
4.77 
2.50 

.91 

3-63 

1.52 

1.25 


.01- 

-05- 

.02+ 


.01* 

.01* 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEZ: 187.41 *CKGi *0.01 


79354 


166458 


1.900 

6.050 
1.960 

1.050 
1.260 
1.270 
2.430 
1.200 


1.450 

4.250 

1.080 

.880 

.590 

.960 

1.700 

.820 


JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 
ARAB INTL. HOTELS 
NATL. PORTFOLIO 
REAL ESTATE INV. 
JORDAN INTL. TRAD. 
ZARXA EDUCATION 
UNIFIED CO. 

UNION LAND DEV. 


10.8 
16. .7 
9 

19.3 

31.8 

9 

8.9 

E 


7.69 
3.06 
0. DO 
4. 28 
0.00 
0.D0 
5.92 
O.DO 


21 

2 

7 

1 

1 

S 

S 

3 


19000 
1110 
32 50 
20fr 
500 
1600 
600 
1850 


29797 

4662 

3585 

174 

310 

1632 

1014 

1573 


1.58 

4.25 

1.10 

.89 

.59 

1.02 

1.70 

.36 


1.66 - 
4.20 .05- 

1.11 . 01 * 
.87 .02- 

.62 .03* 

1.02 - 
1.69 .01- 

.65 .01- 


SERVXCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 107.03 *CHG: -0.36 


= JOR. CEMENT FACT. 10.5 3.10 

5.960 4.780 ARAB POTASH CO. 17.2 3 S3 

10.5S0 8.720 JOR. PETROL. REFINART 9.2 8.77 

3.750 1.CS0 INDUSTRIAL COMM. AGR. 26.5 0.00 

8.150 6.420 JOR. WORSTED KILLS 0.8 3.62 

4.870 3.080 ARAB PHARM. HANF. 16.9 6.51 

6.450 5.650 JOR. CERAMIC XND. 7.S 4.17 

2.400 1.600 JOR. PIPES MANFCT. 8.9 7.45 

*.250 1.380 RAF LA INDUSTRIES P 0.00 

8.000 4.250 BAR ALDAWA DV.INV. 11.8 4.65 

5.800 3.130 ARAB ALOK.IND. 8.0 9.32 

.960 .450 LIVESTOCK & POULTRY g 0.00 


.95 


2B11G 


42737 


2. : 

2 

3 
1 
2 

17 

1 

5 

2 

1 

4 
57 


62 

1800 

364 

ISO 

1500 

3660 

5000 

840 

180 

500 

309 

55960 


200 

10206 

3319 

296 

10350 

11207 

30000 

1350 

248 

2150 

995 

30221 


3.23 
5. 75 
9.10 
1.95 
6.90 
3.09 
6.00 
1.60 
1.42 
4.35 
3.30 
.53 


3.23 

5.67 

9.12 

1.97 

6.90 

3.07 

6.00 

1.61 

1.38 

4.30 

3.22 

.54 


.08- 

.02* 

.02* 

.02- 

.01* 
.04- 
.05- 
.08- 
.01 + 


INDUSTRIAL SE CTOR TOTALS 
GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 109.45 XCHG; -0.78 


198 


147210 


219180 


INDEX: 146.34 *CHG: -0.32 


298 


254674 


450373 
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.790 .440 CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

.800 .520 JOR. TRADE FAC. 

.950 .440 NATL. COMMER. CENTERS 

.930 .700 UNION INV. 50* 

1.110 .400 ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

.950 .690 AL-DAWLIXAH 75* 

.640 .340 JOR. XNDS. MATCH- JEMCO 

1.760 1.310 NATL. CHLORINE 

1.000 . .520 NATL. TEXTILE 

1.100 .430 NATL. MULT. ENG. NAMICO 

1.080 .750 JORDAN STEEL 

1.330 1.040 UNION TOBACCO 75* 

.840 -SCO RAZI PHARM. 65* 

.830 .400 IND5. ENG. 

.880 .590 NATL. POULTRY 

.950 .800 ARAB I NT. POOD FACT. 

i.500 .530 . MID. EAST COMPLEX 
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13.9 

E 
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G 

16.0 
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E 
9 

E 

E 

E 

E 

25.3 
E 

56.2 

7.5 


0.00 

8 

3400 

1699 

.55 

.58 

.03 + 

0.00 

12 

7800 

3996 

.52 

. 52 


0.00 

22 

27865 

13900 

.48 

.50 

.02 + 

0.00 

14 

30526 

6104 

.70 

.70 


0.00 

1 15 

16750 

7005 

.41 

.42 

.01* 

0.00 

1 

200 

• 92 

.69 

.71 

.02+ 

0.00 

7 

15550 

5493 

.35 

.35 


0.00 

3 

950 

1245 

1.31 

1.31 

_ 

0.00 

2 

500 

2B8 

.57 

.53 

.01 + 

0.00 

14 

8650 

3806 

.43 

.44 

.01+ 

0.00 

1 

1600 

1200 

.75 

.75 


0.00 

2 

500 

388 

1.04 

1.03 

.01- 

0.00 

6 

3550 

617 

.56 

.56 


0.00. 

1 

500 

205 

.40 

.41 

.01+ 

0.00 

6 

15740 

9603 

.61 

.62 

.01 + 

0.00 

0.00 

1 

20 

400 

12450 

320 

8036 

.81 

.65 

- 60 
.64 

-01- 

.01- 


GRAND TOTAL 


146931 


64397 


Now 12 mrnchB low 

Stock dividend during tho past 12 nontho 
Listed during the pa at 12 awntho 
P/E rncie l a 100 or more 
Negative p/e 

Earning ji zero or N/A for the moat recent year 
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DAJANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made 
A truly unique shop. 


in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 


Outstanding designs. 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th Circle, Amman 
Also in Brazil 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor. 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
. Fax: 810520 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality} in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop youn colour film at 
oar shop and get> 

• JUMBO phot* 

30% 


Wrmm 
20 


jc 30 cm 


SbaeiunU Opp. Grindlayi 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swcfieh tel: 823891 




FOR 

RENT 

FLATS 
^VILLAS 



■ BYBLOS ■ 

m mm 


mmm 

[SECURITY 
HOSPITALITY 
1 GASTRO NO MY 

NciT Low'Season 
| Hates- Fax 863051] 


fii 



CUES TATE 


FOR 

f RENT 

I ^ Deluxe Villas 

■) Apnarimcnis 
in Amman 


For details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 







OLVmPIA 

HOTEL APARTMENTS 


THE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 
[EXPATRIATES & FAMILIES 

SINCE 1985 

( SPECIAL PRICES V 
IfOK LONGTERM - STAY) 


-ABDOUN- 

TEL. 810150, FAX 827113 





Leonardo da Vinci 

Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner. 7:30- 11:30 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 
Free Va/let Parking 
Reservation Required 



FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 

REAL ESTATE 


* 


TEL : 699369 
FAX : 704414 


ptuXdaetec 

SoufiA & SetfeuU (Jaffi, 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
. 10A.M-1AJM 
Tel. 5537199 
Fax 898537 

Umm Uthaina 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 


crown motel 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL/ 

- SHUNR , JROiZZI 
0 MASSAGE 

■ FITNESS ROOM 
TENNIS 6* SQUASH, 

COURTS 

T£L 758180 
BfiOlO & Ttf STATION RD.J 




I# 


pGdJxU4/Xa*l£ 


Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 


For Res. 812997 - 814118 
Mecca St, Daouti Center 














.'/ 0 
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Sports 



Argentina's Gabrieia Sabatini (R) gets flowers from Germany's Steffi Graf as the 
USA's Monica Seles (L) watches during Sabatini's retirement ceremonies at the WTA 
Championships at New York's Madison Square Garden. Sabatini announced her 
retirement last month after a 12-year career (Renters photo) 


Sabatini waves goodbye 
one final time 


NEW YORK <R)"— ‘ 
Gabrieia Sabatini waved 
goodbye one final time 
Monday when the tennis 
star was honoured 
between matches on the 
opening night of the sea- 
son-ending” WTA 
Championships. 

Sabatini. 26. 

announced her retire- 
ment last month after a 
12-year pro career in 
which she won 27 singles 
titles and more than $8 
million in prize money. 

The glamorous dark- 
haired Argentine, wear- 
ing a black sleeveless 
cocktail dress, was pre- 
sented with a bouquets of 
roses from her long-time 
rivals Steffi Graf and 
Monica Seles and was 
remembered with a video 
tribute in the half-hour 


Sabatini played her last 
match at the European 
indoor championships in 
Zurich on October 15. 
losing to Jennifer 
Capriati 6-3 6-4 in the 
first round. 

Sabatini plans to con- 
centrate on a new per- 
fume that will bear her 


name and a line of signa- 
ture bed and bathroom 
linens and towels. She 
also might pursue a 
singing career, after tak- 
ing lessons in her layoff 
this year. She was given 
a karaoke machine to fur- 
ther her aspirations. 


on-court ceremony at 
Madison Square Garden. 

“This is a lot harder 
than being here and play- 
ing tennis." Sabatini said 
of missing the champi- 
onships for the first time 
in her career. 

Sabatini saluted the 
fans and the city where 
she had scored the 
biggest wins of her 
career at the 1990 U.S. 
Open and the 1994 and 
*88 season-ending cham- 
pionships. 

“What a better place to 
do it than here at 
Madison Square 

Garden." Sabatini told 
the sparse crowd. 

Sabatini is ranked 56 in 
the world, having fallen 
out of the world" s top 10 
for the first time since 
1985 as she struggled 
with a stomach injury. 
She was sidelined For 
about three months, 
missing the French Open 
and Wimbledon before 
returning at the 
Olympics. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
S TANNAH HIRSCH 


lift Vf 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.1 - A 1 - South, vulnerable-. you 
hold- 


Q.4 

hold: 


Aj- Snutn. vulnerable. y*i*» 


•AKQ74 7K5 4 2 vK 9 *«3 


Thv bidding has pmeevded. 
SOITH WEST NORTH EAST 
1* Para 27 Past. 


aQ. 1995 <77.1 vAK.I95 

The bidding has proceeded. 
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
l» Pa.* 2 " P»»« 


Wluii do vuu bid now? 


VV hill dn mil Ind roii' 1 


A • If vou play ih.il pumu-rV u.o- 
oiur-nnc response i~ (Vimnc to 
game, all vuu need do now i?- rai-c 
to ihrei? hearts — four hearts would 
«how no iniurest in anything 
bvynnd L'amo If n-'L jump in f<-ur 
hearts lr. --huw a bcuvr-lhaii-iinni- 
mum hand. 


A • Vuu il'j n.i| h.ni- ihv -t»- 
to irttriid'Hv a r»-u «un .it lln- llir-.-r- 

lou-l Siiilv _%>u: .il..-- J.ieK -ullii'irnt 
heart support fur.i niia.-. all s • -i i 
Can d«> i- t<*t**>l -p.ldi-s.drspiir 
ihc fuel th.ii yur .nil i. rally liw- 
cant - lone .uni r» lalr.dv p>.i- 
qualu> . 


Q. - - .As Smith. iuIiici-jIiIp. • 
hold: 


Q.S - .V-S, ■nth vuha r.»''lv. \.<u 
hold 


J 10 54 7 K 33 AK.Jlu *8 


AAK.ITK ' A K III 9 4 Kfi *4 


The bidding has phici-L-di.il 
SOUTH WEST NOR T H EAST 
I a Pass 27 Pass 


Tltel'nliliii-a h i' -li 

SOITH W EST NORTH EAST 
1 a Pass IVT Push 


W'hut do ymi rchid - .' 


Wli.il dn i->u Piil h-al' 1 


A - Ka*> duo il. Alth-iugli |un- 
iici'% rnspnnse ir- music in j«iur i-.irs, 
>uu Mill h.ive a minimum in terms 
■ 'f|»iinl cunt Set lh>- Irunip -uii 
hy raising 10 three- hearts and. 

slinuld partner make a .stum try. 

cooperate happily 
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Hingis makes smashing debut at WTA Championships 


NEW YORK (R) — Swiss 
teen sensation Martina 
Hingis made a smashing 
debut at the season ending 
Chase Championships by 
walloping Irina Spirlea 6-1 
6-2 Monday 

Since reaching the U.S. 
open semifinals two months 
ago. the 16-year-old Hingis 
has climbed from 16th to 
fifth in the world by win- 
ning two tournaments. She 
reached the final at another 
and the semifinals at a 
fourth. 

Hingis, who handed 
Monica Seles a 6-2. 6-0 
beating eight days ago in the 
Oakland final, was not 
pressed by her overmatched 
Romanian foe who made 25 
unforced errors in the 41- 
minute match at Madison 
Square Garden. 

"For my first time here, it 
was not a bad experience" 
Hingis said. 

Hingis won the opening 
five games of the match. 


giving up seven points on 
the way. Spirlea never had a 
break point opportunity. 

"I liked the way I played 
today. To win 6- 1 6-2 there 
are not so many things to 
improve on anymore." said 
Hingis, whose seeding of 
seventh at this tournament is 
based on last week's rank- 
ings. "I didn't make any 
mistakes today." 

Hingis* easy victory was 
matched by the 1994 run- 
ner-up Lindsay Davenport, 
but not by last year's finalist 
Anke Huber. 


Davenport, this year's 
Olympics champion, bat- 
tered Austrian Barbara 
Paulus 6-3 6-2. But Huber 
made a quick exit, losing to 
Iva Majoli 7-5 6-3 before a 
sparse crowd of 8.786. 

Ailing defending champi- 
on Steffi Graf is scheduled 
to play her first match in the 
$2 million tournament 
against Karina Habsudovu 
of Slovakia Tuesday. 

The top-seeded German 
was forced to quit in the 
middle of her match against 
Jana Novotna in the final of 
the Advanta Championships 
on Sunday in Philadelphia 
with a flare-up of chronic 
back pain. 

“She hit for about 20 min- 
utes today and continues to 
get better," tournament 
spokesperson Jim Fuhse 
said of the reigning French. 
Wimbledon and U.S. Open 
champion. “Hopefully she 
will be totally ready, for 
tommorow's match." 

Also scheduled is the sec- 
ond-seeded Seles against 
Japan's Kimiko Date, who 
is retiring after this tourna- 
ment. 

Davenport’s win snaped 
the 20-year-old American 
out of a three- week funk 
during which she had failed 
to get past the quarter-finals 
in her last three touma- 



ujr.' .v. 


Lindsay Davenport 




ments. 

“I probably played some 
of my not greatest tennis the 
last couple of weeks, and I 
was so nervous coming in 
here because you never 


know how you're going to 
play after you've been play- 
ing pretty bad for awhile." 
said Davenport, a first 
round loser last week in 
Philadelphia. “I think that 
made me a little more con- 
centrated and 1 wanted to 
win this march very badly." 

Davenport dominated 
Paulus. the last qualifier for 
the elite 16-player field, by 


losing only 10 points in nine 
service games. Paulus never 
had a break point chance 
and managed to scratch out 


tine Huber from the base- 
line. The Croatian commit- 
ted 1 5 fewer unforced errors 
in the one hour and 20 
minute victory* 

“1 tried to concentrate 
hard and tried to win this 
first mutch and it wasn't 
easy. You get a linle bit tight 
when you start thinking. 

*Oh I can win it fir the first 
time."' said Majoli. 19. 
“But. I handled it pretty 
eood and 1 won. 

~ Huber got off to a strug- 
gling start, making four 
double faults in her first two 
sen- ice games, and never 
found the form ihat had car- 
ried the German to the 
Australian open final and 
three singles titles this year. 

“1 just didn't feel comfort- 
able on die court the whole 
match," said Huber, 21. “It 
was just bad." ^ 

Majoli came out firing, 
taking a 5-2 first set lead, 
before Huber, mounted a 
comeback, winning the next 
three games. Two games 
later. though. Huber 
dropped a forehand into the 
net on the second set poinr 
to close out the 44-mi nuie 



just two points on 
Davenport's serve in the 
final set of the 50-minute 
mismatch. 

After losing in the first 
round the last two years. 
MajoJi notched her first win 
at this tournament bv outhit- 


set. 

Majoli again took a com- 
manding lead in the second 
set. taking a 3-0 lead with 
the loss of just six points. 
She went up 5-1 before 
Huber again rallied briefly 
by winning the next two 
games. 

Majoli wrapped up the 
win on her first match point 
with a service winner. 


Armstrong 
hopes to 
resume 


racing 
next year 


PARIS (Rj — 
Former world champi- 
on Lance Armstrong, 
currently fighting can- 
cer. said he was hop- 
ing to resume compet- 
itive racing next year. 

“I want to race. I 
want to win again and 
I feel in my heart that I 
still can," the 25-year- 
old American said in 
an interview released 
on Tuesday by the 
French sports daily 
L'Equipe. 

“It will all depend on 
the evolution of my 
cancer but J still hope 
to' be able to resume 
training at the end of 
the year." added the 
1993 road race world 
champion, who 
revealed last month 
that he had Testicular 
and abdominal cancer. 

“At the momenr. I 
ride 90 minutes a day 
on average. I'm not fit. 
obviously. My mus- 
cles are weak after two 
months out of action 
but HI try to be back 
in the pack by the end 
of next spring.” 

Before he was aware 
of his illness. 
Armstrong signed a 
contract with new 
French team Cofidis. 
who will start racing 
next year. 

Sporting director 
Cyril Ic Guimard, who 
also signed Swiss 
Tony Rominger and 
Italian Maurizio 
FondriesL said Cofidis 
would still welcome 
Armstrong if he were 
fit enough to join 
them. 



Green Bay Packers quarterback Brett Favre is sacked for a 16-yard toss in the second quarter by Dallas Cowboys 
Leon Lett (L) and Broderick Thomas (R) in Irving, Texas. Dallas won 21-6 (Reuters photo) 


Cowboys beat Packers 21-6 


DALLAS (R) — Chris Boniol tied an 
NFL record with seven field goals — 
five in the first half — and the 
defence held Brett Favre in check as 
tile Dallas Cowboys defeated the 
Green Bay Packers 21-6 on Monday. 

Boniol hit field goals of 45. 37. 42. 
45 and 35 yards in the first half and 
39 and 29 yards in the second half lo 
join the St. Louis* Cardinals Jim 
Bakkcn (1967) and Minnesota 
Viking’s Rich Karlis (1989) as the 
only players to kick seven field goals 
in a game. 

“1 feel good," Boniol said. “It's 
something J' in proud of. “I've been 
in bed 2-1/2 days with the flu and I 
didn't feel good in practice. But once 
the game started 1 felt okay." 

Boniol’s last field goal came with 
just 20 seconds left in regulation after 
Dallas Quarterback Troy Aikman 
took a knee. leading the Packers to 
believe the Cowboys were going lo 
ran out the clock. 

But the Cowboys kicked another 
field goal lhal angered the Packers, 
and a fight broke out. 

The Packer's all-star defensive end, 
Reggie White, said, “the Cowboys 


are classless. The game was (exple- 
tive) over." 

Dallas held Green Bay without a 
touchdown until 1:53 remained in the 
game, long after ihe outcome was no 
longer in doubt. It was the fifth of 1 1 
games this season that the Cowboys 
defence has held an opponent under 
10 points. 

Favre was held to just 194 yards, 
completing 2 1 -of- 36. most while 
under pressure from a swarming 
Dallas defence. 

“Basically wc came out to contain 
Bret and stop ihe run." said Dallas 
linebacker Broderick Thomas. “Wc 
have a package when I come in. and I 
went for the quarterback all day." 

One bright spot for Green Bay was 
the play of tight end Keith Jackson, 
who hud seven catches for 98 yards 
as Favre's primary target. 

Aikman continued his strong play 
against the Packers, completing 24- 
of-35 passes for 206 yards. Em mitt 
Smith added 20 curries for 76 yards, 
and Michael Irvin had five recep- 
tions. including a pair of key catches 
in the first half, for 66 yards'. 

Alter Mopping the Packers three - 


and-out on the first series of the 
game, the Cowboys took over and 
needed just six plays lo score. 
Aikman hit a 3 1 -yard bomb to Irvin 
that put the bail on the Green Bay 31. 
and three plays later Boniol convert- 
ed a 45-yard opportunity. 

Another ‘three -and-out by the 
Packers offence gate the Cowboys 
good position and" they capitalised on 
it. Moving 35 yards in nine plays. 
Dallas seized a 9-0 advantage when 
Boniol hit a 42-yarder. 

Again the Packers mustered noth- 
ing olfensively. and Dallas took over 
near midfield. Aikman found Kevin 
Williams, who was retumino from a 
broken foot, for 10 yards and~Michue! 
Inin lor nine. But the possession 
stalled and Boiniol's fourth field goal 
was from 45 yards out. 

Favre dropped back to pass three 
limes on Green Bay's next drive and 
again tailed to produce a first down. 
Dallas look over on its 20 and uti- 
lized the two-minute offence to drive 
to the Packer 17. Boniol hit a 35- 
^aider with seven seconds left in the 
hall tor a 15-0 advantage. 
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Philadelphia 1 

QUICK & THE DEAD 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15 . 8:30. 10:30 
Philadelphia 2 
Tom Cruise ... in 
MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 


TEL699238 

PLAZA 


\ 


/CINEMA 


CONCORD 


TEL677420 


Ammultn Theatre & Cinema 
TEL: 618274 - 618275 


Nabil & Hi.shum's Theatre 
TEL: 625155 


Sean Connery ... in 

THE ROCK 

(In Dolby stereo) 


CONCORD “1" 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 

(In Dolby stereo) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 10:45 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 | 


CONCORD “2" 

BRAVEHEART 

Shows: 3:15, 6:00, 9:00 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15 . 8:30. 10:30 




Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled j! 

Five-Star Government j 

Starring comedians: | 

Mahmoud Saimeh j 
& Hussein Tubishat 
Play starts 8:30 p.m. 


PRESENTS 

the satirical comedy 


Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. 

Theatre is closed Friday. Salurday & Sunday 

For reservation please call 

625155-640155 




Atl'fTiiliaH- 
IPC 


rfUrt** 


■xS lhc 


'f&n/nnk 




. tutere** * 


irh 




' jH' 11 . .. e i-,. didn't 


■ HV- 


-.tor- 

one 


,v. 

f ji the hi.i>- 

Jl r,. iic mam 

j riiint* • l,ur . ,*■ 

I fij,. the senuiHU-'y 
on h' v -i>e mrt. 

■3* j* 

had a nuinbe. of 

Mflle' beM* ,1,:n ~ 
> J tofi-unning 
^-..uih T-nsnnan 

-Mil AlJH >u '^ r 77 
j, could mien ere *nh 


thir 


week that 

‘‘ *j> ulkmi ’.>• Aus- 

: j) 0ffM.ll' .:bOUt 
l.jju lung-tune coach 
ufio will 


L Thom -on. 


•HwJumj m J.-r-n's 

Li® e m J.tjuur-- 


•j .onie 
sfiNulu 
ijwtxer nation. 
u Venable' he- 


>ur- 
I'b'cr. ers 
In 'ta- 


Lli newspaper' ; net he 
, unacted h> the >oc- 


rold 


JUJdUCU !■_* li.fc w 

.•e" likely participation 


uoi 
Enj 
be. 
offc 
exc 
A 
qua 
fina 
an 
face 
to 1 
the 
will 
a fit 
N< 
tiari 

and 
ure« 
seer 
plai: 
go t 
mor 
cert 


Kings 


COLTER i R r — 6 illy owens 
'.iliftthe Sacrament'-' Kings pi 
^ hod in reb''und> and Oldt 
■stmo. which -.von for the firs 
"anRee\es had points for 
a Lee Ma » berry three- p 
ftrt.toen< basket the Kin: 
2 -’->ecuniJ* re mai r.ing. Greg * 
>iand rolled the rim. 


Wednesday's 

teign 


Wuce the 

!;°ods 


c 

Grc 

Shi 

Cot 

livir 

anc 


& 


V' 


The 

No. 


equ 

cap 

proi 

star 

1. 

jobtt 
| fron 
I Roy 
: a.m 
! Frid 
2. T 
;Ten 
: 199. 


Qi 

Al 

Th 

& 

A2 









Sports 



®shi 


Ps 


’■ Ther r ,' r, ‘ ni ifc.$ 
uie one i, Uil l- 

i “i^i«„„ 1 " i,r A . 
‘ “''01 u,‘ , 
d and trie,] , J V 
mal th 


ffn vou 


1 1 can 


*ijn 


u m ii 




ie * s Ul.J \|" L 't'- 

ut : 1 k-nutf* 

Jd and [ ■■ r « n 

l«ber s ,„ 

!g Man, 

vice ear* ' n 1,11 '> 
■ncl the tom,' , d, " J s-. 
i th c r™, K 

f! S,n ^'-Muk- ^ 

f«L«he^ 

J\ h * ^HabvT 
sjustbaj- r '- 

***** **<* „ Ul . 1 
; in ? a liri . U ' 

-ore Huhcr _ ‘‘ 

ee S-'C'C, 

-l • liiou^h 
wed a ,.,^; nJi ;- 
: ™ li ’c 'O..T.J 
close '.'in ,h t ^ 

4 ajoIi ayyji, i,^ 
mding l e ,u.| „ !llk ‘ 

. taking a ,_n j. j 
! IO>.s ii| | U ,, v ’ 

e went up 5.1 
iber agjni rjii,..i* 

M inn mg ii„ : )V . 
mes. 

dajoli •' r..p|-r.j . r 
n on her hr-i nu j. 
th a ser*. i„c w in rq; 



^^5:- 


Venables 
i set to coach 
Australia’s 
socceroos 

SYDNEY (R) — former 
England soccer boss Terry 
Venables, eager to try bis 
luck in t he World Cup, has 
agreed to take over as man- 
ager of the Australian 
national team. 

Australian soccer sources 
said on Tuesday Venables 
would announce the move 
at his West London drink- 
ing club later in the day in a 
joint news conference with 
soccer Australia chairman 
David Hill. 

“Logic says we wouldn't 
be holding a news confer- 
ence just to say no,” one 
source told Reuters. “It's 
been a very positive period 
during the last few days.*’ 
Venables, whose coach- 
ing career has included 
spells at the helm of 
Barcelona and Tottenham 
Hotspur, quit the England 
job in June after taking his 
country to the semifinals of 
the Euro ‘96 on home turf. 
He left the job because he 
said he had a number of 
legal battles before him — 
including a long-running 
dispute with Tottenhan 
chairman Alan Sugar — 
which could interfere with 
it. 

News last week that Ven- 
ables was talking to Aus- 
tralian officials about 
replacing long-time coach 
Eddie Thomson, who will 
join Hiroshima in Japan's 
J-League in January, sur- 
prised some observers 
given Australia’s lowly sta- 
tus as a soccer nation. 

But Venables has told 
English newspapers that he 
was attracted by the soc- 
ceroos ’ likely participation 



Former England coach Terry Venables speaks to 
reporters in London following his confirmation as Aus- 
tralia's new soccer coach (Reuters photo) 


in the 1998 World Cup 
finals in France. 

"The job offers me one 
thing I have always wanted 
— to be involved in a 
world cup. 1 wanted it with 
England, but it wasn't 10 
be. In the circumstances the 
offer from Australia is 
exciting,” Venables said. 

Australia have only once 
qualified for the world cup 
finals — in 1974 — but are 
an improving team and 
face a relatively easy path 
to France. The winners of 
the weak Oceania Group 
will meet an Asian team in 
a final qualifying play-off. 

News reports about nego- 
tiations between Venables 
and Hill angered some fig- 
ures on the local soccer 
scene, who have com- 
plained that the job should 
go to someone who knows 
more about Australian soc- 
cer and the players on offer. 


Former Australia goal- 
keeper Jack Reilly said on 
Monday the situation was a 
disgrace and a “slap in the 
face” for all those involved 
in the Australian game. 

Others have criticised 
rumoured plans to appoint 
parallel coaches — one in 
Europe to handle Aus- 
tralia’s 100-plus overseas 
players and one to nurture 
home-based talent. Aus- 
tralia media repons have 
put Venables likely salary 
at more than A $400,000 
($320,000), around double 
what Thomson was thought 
to earn. 

Soccer Australia declined 
to give any details about 
Venables' future salary or 
ocher aspects, but sources 
said he was expected to 
spend at least six months a 
year in Australia. 



Kings nip Grizzlies 

£\NCOUV£R (R) — Billv owens scored 17 points, including a juniper with 61 seconds 
1 to lift the.Sacrameoto ’kings past the Vancouver Grizzlies, 84-83 Monday, 
wens had 10 rebounds and Olden Polynice finished with 15 points and 11 boards for 
sramento, which won for the first time in three games at Vancouver. 

Iryanc Reeves had 19 points for the Grizzlies, who took a four-point lead after three 
(joarters on a Lee Maybeny three-pointer at the buzzer. 

- After Owens basket gave the Kings the lead, Vancouver blew a chance to win the game 
mth 3.2 seconds remaining. Greg Anthony’s jump shot from the top of the key went off 
tbeglass and rolled off the rim. 


Wednesday’s 
foreign 
brigade 
} produce the 
goods 


ter SHEFFIELD (AFP) — 

Sheffield Wednesday’s 
‘Foreign brigade’ had the 
home fans roaring on Mon- 
day when first Dutch 
import Orlando Trustfull 
and then Italian midfielder 
Benito Carbone scored die 
goals to give their side a 2- 
0 victory over Nottingham 
Forest 

The win. Wednesday’s 
first in eleven league and 
cup outings, kept the visi- 
tors, without a win since 
the first match of the sea- 
son, firmly rooted at the 
Foot of the English Pre- 
miership. 

Blinker was also just 
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goalkeeper Mark Crossley. 

In fact the home side had 
to wait until midway 
trough the second-half to 
find the net — Crossley 
branded as Trustfull swept 
tome a. low shot from 


. 1 1«; 

,n ii' ® si de the box after New- 
L some had headed on Car- 

tone's comer. 

Ji was the Dutchman's first 
for Wednesday since he 
made the 750,000 switch 
From Feyenoord earlier this 

season. 

Trustfull limped off with 
J'foai looked like a hamstring 
JjjnO' after 80 minutes, but 
Wednesday kept pressing 
vfonvard and they put the 
itS f SSUe beyond doubt five min- 
JJtos fro m time w hen Car- 
pie. the club’s three mil- 
ton. pou nc j signing from 
^ Milan, slammed home 
a 20-yard drive. 
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DELUXE VILLA FOR RENT 

Ground floor furnished deluxe villa located in 
Shmeisani, near the Romanian Embassy. 
Consisting of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, salon, 
living room with garage, central heating, telephone 
and satellite. 

Please call Tel: 662538, 669859 



Tender No. 110/96 
The Royal Scientific Society 
Amman - Jordan 

The Royal Scientific Society announces the Tender 
No. 110/96 that includes supply of "Laboratory test 
equipment and test tools" to upgrade its technical 
capabilities in testing and certification of electric 
products according to internationally accepted 
standards of safety and quality. 

1. Copies of the tender documents can be 
obtained for the price of (100) one hundred JD, 
from the Secretary of the Tender Committee at the 
Royal Scientific Society, during working hours (8:00 
a.m.) to (5:00 p.m.) except of Thursdays and 
Fridays. 

2. Tenders should be submitted to the Head of the 
Tender Committee at R.S.S. before December 22, 
1996 (12:00 a.m. local time). 

President 
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Ql) What defines a Spanish Restaurant ? 

Al) The Menu - The Food 

The Music - The Atmosphere 

& The Spirit of Spain 

Q2) Who defines a Spanish Restaurant ? 

"YOU 

Watch for it all at: 

§A Y/iwfhlla 

Ca{e‘ Hestautant 
TURINO 

Sweiflyeh - 863944 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, November 20, 1996 



UEFA Champions' League 

United, Juventus top European bill; 
Auxerre take on undermanned Ajax 


PARIS (AFP) — Manches- 
ter United host Juventus in 
the pick of the latest round 
of Champions League 
matches Wednesday night 

— a match United must win 
to keep olive their chances 
of qualifying for the quar- 
ter-finals. 

United, beaten at home in 
European competition for 
ihe first time in 40 years by 
Fenerbabce a fortnight ago, 
are in second place — four 
points behind Juventus but 
only two points clear of 
Fenerbuhce who are at 
home to Rapid Vienna. 

The English double win- 
ners, who ended their run of 
three English Premiership 
defeats with a 1-0 win over 
Arsenal on Saturday, will 
welcome back combative 
Irish midfielder Roy Keane 
and compatriot Denis Irwin 
into defence. 

However, it is the return 
from injury of Welsh wing 
Ryan Giggs that has United 
manager Alex Ferguson 
really purring. 

“When Ryan rums it on 
he lifts the team and there is 
no question that we have 
missed that natural left foot 
of his, and the electricity he 
can bring,” Ferguson said. 

Juventus, who beat Unit- 
ed 1-0 in September, are 
likely to drop play maker 
Alessandro Del Piero in 
favour of a 4-4-2 formation 

— something that the play- 
er appeared to be fairly 
relaxed about. 

“I hope this time I'll get 
to play at old Trafford, but 
if l was to choose between 
the Champions League and 
the Intercontinental Cup in 
Tokyo 1 would rather play 
in the latter,” Del Piero 
said. Referring to the show- 
down with Argentinian side 
river plate in Tokyo next 
Tuesday. 

Definitely out will be cap- 
tain Antonio Conte, who 
will miss the rest of the sea- 
son following an operation 
to his cruciate ligaments. 

Fenerbahce Hardly had 
the ideal preparation for 


their match with Rapid 
Vienna, drawing 1-1 with 
Mediocre Trabzonspor and 
then being assaulted by 
their own supporters on the 
pilch. 

Midfeilder Tayfun is out 
injured but in a match that 
Vefah Kucuk* their vice 
president, said was a must 
win game, they will rely on 
Nigerian playmaker Jay 
Okocha and striker Elvir 
Bolic, scorer of their two 
goals in the competition, to 
force the victory they 
require to maintain an inter- 
est in the league. 

AC Milan travel to Porto 
in Group D on the back of 
an encouraging scoreless 
draw with Juventus on Sun- 
day. and aiming to avenge 
their shock 3-2 home defeat 
to the Portuguese champi- 
ons in September. 

Milan Trail Porto by six 
points and have only a three 
point lead over Rosenborg 
and Gothenburg, who play 
each other in Norway. 

The Italian champions 
welcome back Veteran 36- 
yeor-old central defender 
Franco Baresi. whose per- 
formance on Sunday 

against Juventus had coach 
Oscar Washington Tabarez 
in Raptures. 

“Everything changed 

with him in the side. He 
knows how to organise a 
defence and how to read a 
game. He is an ageless 
champion,” Tabarez said. 

Tabarez mind might well 
be on the Champions 
League but it is clear that is 
not the case for vice-presi- 
dent Adriano Gallia/ii. 

“The Champions League 
game is not the match for of 
our Jives. 

Its important but not deci- 
sive. We have to limit our- 
selves and give everything 
next weekend’ in the Milan' 
Derby,” Galliani, who can 
afford to be relaxed about 
results whereas Tabarez 
most certainly cannot, said. 

AC Milan will be boosted 
by Baresi but will lack a 
hard edge in midfield as 


Demtrio Albertini is sus- 
pended. 

Porto will be missing 
midfielder Paulinho Samos, 
who is suspended, and will 
be replaced by either Bar- 
roso or the youngster Bino. 

Otherwise they will be 
able to call on their regular 
strikeforce of fardel and 
Artur, joint top scorers in 
the Champions League 
with three apiece. 

Rosenborg haven't won 
since their opening 3-2 win 
away at Gothenburg, and 
only scored once since, but 
will be able to call on a full 
squad apart from striker 
Jahn ‘Mini* Jakobsen, one 
of the scorers against 
Gothenburg, who is sus- 
pended and defender Carl 
Lokken who has a shoulder 
injury. 

Swedish international 
wing Jesper Blomqvist will 
play his last European 
match for Gothenburg. AC 
Milan paid S3 million for 
him last Thursday and he is 
due to join the Italians in 
December, 

In Group A. French 
champions Auxerre travel 
to Ajax, the 1995 European 
Cup winners, after slump- 
ing to a 1-0 league defeat 
against Rennes and with a 
long injury list hanging 
over them. 

The good news for the 
Frenchmen is that Ajax 
have similar problems. 
They were beaten 2-0 at the 
weekend by Breda and also 
have several players out 
injured or suspended. 

Auxerre are still missing 
their strike partnership of 
Lillian Laslandes, although 
he came through a reserve 
match on Sunday and may 
be on the bench, and 
Thomas Deniaud, scorer of 
three goals in the Champi- 
ons League this season. 

Australian sweeper Ned 
Zelic is back in training but 
unlikely to be rushed into 
the game and French 
international midfielder 
Sabri Lamouchi is still out 
with an ankle injury he 


picked up in the friendly 
with Turkey last month. 

Auxerre will rely on the 
defensive qualities of 
Nigerian Taribo West, the 
midfield guile of Algerian 
Moussa Saib and wing play 
of 

Ajax will be without 
internationals Danny Blind. 
Jari Liunanen. Richard 
Witschge and Peter Hoek- 
stra, all injured, and Brazil- 
ian defender Marcio San- 
tos will also have to sit it 
out. Santos, like Witschge, 
is suspended. 

The Dutchmen will rely 
on the speedy wing Tijani 
Babangida and the goals of 
Portuguese striker Dani to 
nullify the French threat. 

The only other hope for 
Auxerre will be if Scot- 
land's Rangers beat visiting 
surprise package of their 
group — Grasshoppers 
Zurich. 

The Swiss champions 
lead the group on goal dif- 
ference with Ajax and are 
three points ahead of Aux- 
eire. 

Rangers, without a point 
and with only two goals 
scored against 10 conceded, 
need to take their chances 
and their hopes must be rein 

Forced with news that 
their opponents will be 
without Roman ai an striker 
Viorel Moldovan and 
attacking midfielder Murat 
Yakin. 

Both players have scored 
two goals in the Champions 
League so far. Yakin scor- 
ing the winner against Ajax 
in Amsterdam while 
Moldovan notched two 
against Auxerre a fortnight 


ago. 

Zurich will be relying 
more heavily than ever on 
Swiss international striker 
Kubilay Turkiylmaz. 

Rangers too will nor be at 
full strength since England 
forward Paul Gascoigne is 
suspended. But they will 
welcome back Richard 
Gough, Craig Moore and 
Alex Cleland. all suspended 
for their last match. 

Group B is effectively 
settled. Both Atletico 
Madrid and Borussia Dort- 
mund are six points clear of 
Widzew Lodz and Steaua 
Bucharest. 

Atletico who travel to 
Romania have injury doubts 
surrounding Yugoslav mid- 
feilder Milinko Pantic, who 
has hurt his left ankle, striker 
Kiko, troubled by his right 
knee, and midfielder Juan 
Vizcaino who has a muscular 
injury. 

Dumitru Dumitriu, the 
Steaua coach, was brutally 
honest about his side's 
chances despite the experi- 
ence of striker Mario Laca- 
tus. 

"This is a battle between an 
experienced stylish Spanish 
side and a side that has lost a 
lot of its experienced players 
to clubs abroad,” Dumitiu 
said. 

Dortmund travel to Poland, 
reinforced by the return of 
German ‘player of the year’ 
Matthias Sammer. 

Widzew Lodz, who lead 
their league after their 2-0 
win over Legia Warsaw on 
Sunday, are just hoping for 
the best against the German 
giants who beat them 2-1 in 
their opening match. 


UNFURNISHED HOUSE FOR RENT 
IN ABDOUN 

Ground floor of a two-fJoor building 360 sq.m., 4 
bedrooms with built-in wardrobes, 3 bathrooms, spacious 
living room, dining room and salon, new modem kitchen, 
glassed-in veranda, patio, garage, water reservoir, 
separate heating system, separate entrances and 
garden around the house. Curtains and carpets are also 
available. 

For information please call 819379, 621379 


For Rent In Jabal Luweibdeh 

A luxuriously furnished apartment composed of a 
spacious bedroom, and very comfortable sitting 
area, kitchen and bathroom. The apartment is also 
equipped with central heating, private telephone 
line and a central TV antenna. 

For further information please caii 
655522 or 622033 


Job Vacancy 

Fundraising & Promotion Manager 

A prominent Jordanian organization is seeking an 
experienced manager for its promotion department. 
Candidates should have the following 
qualifications: 

• Masters degree in business administration or 
communications. 

• Minimum seven years experience in 
management with an emphasis on 
communications and promotion. 

• Excellent interpersonal skills. 

• Fluency in written and spoken English. 
Qualified candidates should send a CV to 
the Director, fax number 606994. English 

writing samples should be attached. For 
more information, call 606992/3 


Today at... 

Cinema plaza 

Tel. 699238 

World star Sean Connery. ..in 

THE ROCK 



Dolby Stereo . 


Shows: 12:30,3:30, 6:15, 8:30,10:30 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

FILIPINO HOUSEMAIDS ABSCONDED 



Mr. Feliciano E. Reyes, Mrs. Floredelisa S. Reyes and Mrs. Aida B. Dela Paz have 
absconded from the employers 1 house on Wednesday 13/11/1996 at 11:00 
a.m. with missing items from the house. 

Any person/s know such information, please contact 
Tel. No. 659934 or Zahran Police Station Tel. No. 654313. 

Any person/s withholding such information will be personally prosecuted. 


Under the Patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor Al Hussein 

THE DELEGATION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION IN JORDAN PRESENTS 





*. i 



TheEuTOCianUnion 

ChamberOrchestra 

AT THE PRINCE HASSAN AUDITORIUM OF THE UNIVERSITY OF JORDAN 
ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24TH , 1996 AT 19:30 P.M. 

Tickets Price: 5 JD (regular), 3 JD (students) 


Proceeds wiu. be given to charity 

The tomcwt has bfek possible thanks to 
CTIOKKXriON ot- THE EmAAS&T l* BeuIILiM. THE 

Embassy up Spun, the Fre-vh Cultural 

ClKW, THE GOETHE INSTITIT*. THE PHILADELPHIA 
Hotel Rotal Jokdawian Fr foot For 

Music. 



Tickets avaiiabee at the Goethe 
Instttut. the Brjtish Council. 

THE INSTITUT'D CERVANTES AND THE 

French Cultural Centre and at the 
Prjnce Haxsan auditorium. 
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U.N., AOHR slam Israel 


for sanctioning torture 


OGENEVA (Agencies) — 
The United Nations con- 
demned Tuesday a decision 
by Israel's supreme court to 
authorise the use of physical 
violence against a 
Palestinian prisoner, saying 
that no crime could justify 
torture. 

The U.N. Committee 
Against Torture said in a 
statement here that recourse 
to violence to question sus- 
pects was unacceptable, and 
criticised the supreme 
court's decision to give the 
Shin Bet intelligence service 
the green light to use “phys- 
ical pressure" to interrogate 
a Palestinian prisoner. 

The court, explaining its 
decision, said it had been 
convinced by the Shin Bet 
that its prisoner. 
Mohammad Adel Aziz 
Hamdan. held crucial infor- 
mation which could avoid 
attacks. 

Hamdan. from the West 
Bank town of Ramallah. is 
said to be a member of the 
Islamic Jihad, which has 
claimed several deadly 
bomb attacks in Israel, judi- 
cial sources said. 

“Heightened physical 
pressure." such as violent 
shaking, has been repeated- 
ly denounced as torture by 
human rights groups in 
Israel. It was blamed for the 
death of a Palestinian pris- 
oner in April 1 995. 


In Cairo. the Arab 
Organisation for Human 
Rights (AOHR.) said on 
Tuesday Israel has institu- 
tionalised racism by allow- 


ing its secret service inter- 
rogators to torture 
Palestinian prisoners and 
not Jews. 

The supreme court deci- 
sion shows "the extent of 
violations repeatedly com- 
mitted against human rights 
in the Palestinian occupied 
territories." the group said 
in a statement. 

“The decision previously 
taken by the same courL..of 
prohibiting the exercise of 
physical torture against any 
Jew involves sanctioning the 
Israeli authorities to exercise 
striking racial discrimina- 
tion between Israelis and 
Palestinians with the con- 
sent of the Israeli supreme 
court." it added. 

The decision is a “flagrant 
violation of international 
conventions on the humani- 
tarian taw and human 
rights.” the group said. 

It appealed to all organisa- 
tions to notify the United 
Nations and issue a resolu- 
tion condemning Israel and 
demanding an end to such 
violations. 

Israeli officials said 
meanwhile two Israeli bor- 
der guards were arrested 
Tuesday after they were 
filmed beating and humiliat- 


ing Palestinian workers 
caught trying to infiltrate 
into Jerusalem. 

A justice ministry 
spokesman said the two had 
been suspended and 
remanded in custody for an 
initial 48 hours for interro- 
gation. 

The pair were filmed by an 
amateur Palestinian camera- 
man punching, slapping and 
kicking Palestinian workers 
near the Ai Ram checkpoint 
north of Jerusalem. 

During the incident, which 
took place five weeks earli- 
er, the Palestinians were also 
forced to do push-ups and 
one of the policemen was 
shown pretending to urinate 
on one of the men. 

The video was broadcast 
Monday night on Israeli 
television and Internal 
Security Minister Avidgor 
Kahalani immediately 
ordered that the two border 
guards be suspended and 
legal action token against 
them. 

The head of the border 
guards. Commissioner 

Israel Sadan. told Israel 
Radio Tuesday that the two 
policemen would be dis- 
missed “because we can't 
afford to have such rotten 
fruit among us." 


Saddam calls on Kurds to stop 
cooperating with foreign powers 


BAGHDAD t Agencies) — 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein has urged the 
Kurds in northern Iraq to 
stop working with foreign 
powers and reconcile with 
his government. 

"We are paying tribute to 
our KurdisH people in the 
autonomous area and we 
hope to see die hired and 
corrupt (Kurdish) accom- 
plices rejoin the nation's 
ranks after repenting," 
President Saddam was quot- 
ed as saying in the official 
press Tuesday. 

The Kurdish north, which 
became effectively 

autonomous under allied 
air. cover in 1991. should be 
a fortress which "prevents 
any foreigner or aggressor 
from gaining a foothold on 
Iraqi soil.” President 
Saddam told officers during 
a speech late Monday. 

“What will one say of 
those who made war against 
Iraq on behalf of the United 
Stares or Iran or any other 
country." President Saddam 
asked the officers who gave 
million' help to the Iraqi 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP) in August. 

The KDP formed a tacti- 


cal alliance with Iraqi forces 
to capture the main Kurdish 
city of Hrfoil from its rival 
Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK) on Aug. 
31. which led to two months 
of fighting. 

But both have agreed to a 
U.S.-brokered ceasefire 
which took hold' at the end 
of October. 

The KDP accused the 
PUK of receiving Iranian 
support, which the PUK 
and Iran both deny. 

Meanwhile, a Baath Party 
official in Baghdad. Abdul 
Ghani Abdul Ghafour. 
urged the Kurdish factions 
to “resume a dialogue with 
the central government to 
definitively stop the strange 
situation in northern Iraq. 

“The dialogue in 
Baghdad, capital of all 
Iraqis gathered under one 
tent, reflects the hopes of 
our Kurdish people" to rec- 
oncile. Mr. Abdul Ghafour 
told the official press. 

The daily AI Iraq urged 
the KDP and PUK to accept 
President Saddam's offer of 
reconciliation and reject any 
foreign interference. 

"The time has come to 
take courageous and his- 


toric decisions, say ‘no’ to 
the interference of foreign 
powers and end the unstable 
situation" in northern Iraq, 
the newspaper said. 

Meanwhile, a KDP offi- 
cial is in Iran to discuss 
improving ties after months 
of tension over charges tJF 
iranian support for the 
PUK. the official Iranian 
news agency IRNA said. 

Fazel Mirani, a member of 
the KDP’s political office, 
held talks on Monday with 
Iranian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Hossein 

Sheikholeslam and called 
for a “new chapter in rela- 
tions" with Iran, it said. 

The KDP official told 
IRNA later that “signs of 
improved relations will 
appear shortly." 

“We have come here to 
remove small obstacles 
which have recently 
emerced and have discussed 
the issue openly and explic- 
itly with Iranian officials," 
he was quoted as saying. 

“There was a good under- 
standing from both sides 
and problems have been 
generally eliminated." Mr. 
Mirani added 


Palestinian woman sentenced to 
12 years in jail for 1977 hijack 


HAMBURG (Agencies) — 
Palestinian Souhaila 

Andrew es was sentenced to 
12 years imprisonment by a 
Hamburg court Tuesday for 
her pan in the deadly 
hijacking of a German air- 
liner with S7 people aboard 
to Somalia in 1977. 

Ms. Antlrawes. alias 
Soru>a Ansari. aged 43. 
who was the sole surviving 
member of the four-member 
Palestinian commando 
squad which hijacked the 
plane, was convicted of 
murder, attempted murder, 
hostage-taking. extortion 
and interfering with air traf- 
fic. 

The hijackers, who seized 
the Lufthansa plane to try to 
force the release of jailed 
member* of the Red Army 
Faction and Palestinian mil- 
itants. shot the aircraft's 
captain dead. 

Ms. Andrew cs insisted at 
the start of her trial that site 
had no part in the killing of 
the captain during a stop in 
south Yemen. 

But the hamburg state 
supreme court ruled that she 
was an accomplice in the 
killing. 

During the trial, a former 
crew member testified that 
at one point she threatened 



Souhaila Andrawes 


to pour gasoline onto the 
co-pilot and set him on fire. 

The woman was the only 
one of four Palestinian 
hijackers to survive when 
German commandos 
stormed the lufthansa plane 
on Oct. IS. 1977 in 
Mogadishu. Somalia, and 
freed the 87 hostages. 

She was arrested in 1994 
in Oslo, Norway, after 17 
years on the run and extra- 
dited to Germany. 

The hijackers, from the 
Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine, 
commandeered the 


Lufthansa airliner after it 
took off from Mallorca. 
Spain. 

They were trying to force 
the release of imprisoned 
group members and left- 
wing guerrillas from 
Germany's Red Army 
Faction. 

The gang's leader shot 
and killed airliner pilot 
Juergen Schumann. law 
authorities say. The hijack- 
ers also threatened to kill 
the 83 passengers and 
remaining four crew mem- 
bers. 

At that point. Germany 
broke off negotiations with 
the hijackers. 

German commandos 
stormed the plane after it 
landed at Mogadishu and 
killed the three male hijack- 
ers. Two German sharp- 
shooters were wounded, as 
was Ms. Andrawes 

Afterward, she served a 
short prison term in 
Somalia, then disappeared 
until her arrest in Oslo, 
where she had lived for 
about three years under a 
new identity with her hus- 
band and young daughter. 

The coun said Ms. 
Andrawes' previous prison 
time would be deducted 
from her sentence. 


Tehran 


moves 


to ease 


row with 


Germany 


TEHRAN (AFP) — 
Iranian leaders and the offi- 
cial media on Tuesday 
moved to ease tension with 
Germany over accusations 
of terrorism against Tehran 
as Islamic hardliners 
threatened to take over the 
German embassy. 

State-run radio and tele- 
vision have been airing 
around the clock concilia- 
tory statements from 
German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel in a tele- 
phone call with his Iranian 
counterpart Ali Akbar 
Velayati late Sunday. 

The newspapers have 
also been running the story 
on their from pages, quot- 
ing Mr. Kinkel as saying 
that Bonn does not wish to 
see relations deteriorate 
with Tehran. 

“Kinkel 's contact with 
Velayati could be a good 
starting point for ending 
the crisis." said Jomhuri 
Islamic newspaper, which 
had earlier chastised Bonn 
for “insulting" Iranian 
leaders. 

“This is a logical step to 
appease the flames of the 
wrath of the Iranian peo- 
ple." it added. 

German prosecutors have 
accused Iranian leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
and President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani of 
approving the murder of 
four Kurdish opposition 
leaders in a Berlin restau- 
rant in 1992. 

"Like Mr. Kinkel, we 
believe that everything 
should be done to avert fur- 
ther tension," the English- 
language daily Tehran 
Times said. "Both sides 
should seek, to revive the 
cordial slate of relations 
between them as soon as 
possible." 

Iran's Chief Justice 
Ayatollah Mohammad 
Yazdi. who last week 
threatened retaliatory mea- 
sures against Bonn, said 
Monday that Tehran attrib- 
uted the “disrespect to a 
mistake and immature 
behaviour" from the 
German prosecutor. 

He urged Bonn, which is 
Tehran's top trade partner, 
to distance itself from the 
charges of the prosecutor. 

An influential conserva- 
tive political figure. 
Habibollah Asgaroladi. 
also hailed the telephone 
conversation between Mr. 
Kinkel and Mr. Velayati as 
a "sign that Bonn was 
alarmed" at the prospect of 
jeopardising ties with Iran. 

The Iranian government 
is reluctant to endanger tics 
with Germany, which has 
strongly opposed U.S. 
efforts to isolate Tehran. 

Relations have already 
survived several other 
crises in past years. But 
Islamic hardliners contin- 
ued Tuesday to whip up 
anger against Bonn. 

Several hundred hardlin- 
ers demonstrated outside 
the German embassy on 
Tuesday, threatening to 
take over the mission if 
Bonn docs not retract its 
terrorism charges against 
Iranian leaders. 

“If the Germans do not 
apologise in writing, wc 
will tum the mission into a 
second spy nest." wanted a 
spokesman for the group. 
Imown as Hizbollah. in a 
speech in front of the com- 
pound. 

He was referring to the 
former U.S. embassy in 
Tehran that was seized by 
radical students in the 
aftermath of the 1979 revo- 
lution on charges that it 
was an “espionage nest." 

The protesters, carrying 
placards condemning the 
“fascist" Bonn govern- 
ment. vowed to target 
German interests if 
Ayatollah Khamenei issued 
a jihad, or holy war. against 
Bonn as Iran's political and 
spiritual guide. 

“If you stand against our 
religion, we will stand 
against your worldly inter- 
ests,” the spokesman said, 
calling for the expulsion of 
the German ambassador 





ROYAL GREETING: Her Majesty Queen Noor greets His Majesty King 
Hussein after the King on Tuesday opened the regular session of the 12th 
Parliament in a traditional ceremony (photo by Yousef Allan) 


Prisoner release under amnesty 
is expected to begin next week 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — Authorities 
are expected to start releas- 
ing prisoners early next 
week under a Royal 
amnesty offered by His 
Majesty King Hussein, offi- 
cial sources said Tuesday. 

Justice Minister Abdul 
Karim Dughmi was mean- 
while quoted as saying that 
all those arrested in connec- 
tion with the unrest and 
riots in the south in mid- 
August were released. 

TTie official sources said a 
ministerial committee and a 
technical panel set up by the 
government early this week 
had almost completed their 
work, and their final recom- 
mendations were to be sub- 
mitted to the King for 
approval. 

Cases of up to 1.600 peo- 
ple would be studied under 
the amnesty, which does not 
cover prisoners convicted of 
threatening national securi- 
ty. spying, rape and' murder. 

Mr. Dughmi was quoted 
by the local press as saying 
that no one arrested in con- 
nection with the unrest in 
the south over the rechan- 
nelling of subsidies for 
bread and fudder remained 


in prison. 

One of the key targets of 
the Royal amnesty was 
those detained and possibly 
facing trial for their alleged 
role in the riots in Karak 
and other southern towns. 


As to others. Mr. Dughmi 
was quoted as saying, one 
of the preconditions for eli- 
gibility for the amnesty was 
the dropping of all personal 
claims by those whose com- 
plaints might have led to the 
conviction of the prisoner 
concerned. 

Most prisoners convicted 
of petty crimes and have 
served half of their sen- 
tences are eligible to be 
released under the amnesty, 
which does not cover viola- 
tors of traffic regulations, or 
cases involving illegal 
housemaids. Those under 
trial are also excluded. 

The ministerial committee 
will group the minister of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs, 
the minister of state for 
Prime Ministty affairs and 
the minister of administra- 
tive development. The tech- 
nical committee will 
include the secretary gener- 
al of the Interior Ministry, 
thc Amman prosecutor gen- 
eral'. ’ tftd' Amman governor 
and representatives of the 
Public Security 

Department, the military 
security department and the 
General Intelligence 

Department. 

TTie human rights group 
Amnesty International 
meanwhile welcomed the 
release of Leith Shbeilat, 
president of die Jordan 
Engineers Association who 
was freed last week under a 
special amnesty from the 


King. 

The London-based 
Amnesty said in a state- 
ment that it considered Mr. 
Shbeilat a “prisoner of con- 
science” and asserted that 
he was “detained solely 
because of his opposition to 
(Jordan's) peace agreement 
with 

Israel and his other peace- 
ful political activities." 

Mr. Shbeilat. a strong crit- 
ic of the government, was 
convicted on lese majeste 
and sentenced to three years 
in prison in March this year. 

On Nov. 8, the King per- 
sonally went to Swaqa 
prison to inform him of the 
special pardon and drove 
him home to his mother. 

“Amnesty International 
welcomes the release of 
Leith Shbeilat,” the human 
rights organisation said. It 
called on the government to 
include in the general 
amnesty “all other prisoners 
held solely for the non-vio- 
lent expression of their cori- 
scientiousiy-held beliefs.” 

The government denies 
detaining anyone for their 
political beliefs or ideology 
and emphasises that only 
violators of the Kingdom's 
laws, whether criminal or 
security-related, are 

detained or convicted. It 
also points out that Jordan 
does not have any laws that 
call for the detention of peo- 
ple on political grounds. 


Parliament 


will be used as an cleciion- 


{ Continued from page I) 
boycotted the House’s 
meetings before the extraor- 
dinary summer session was 
terminated on the day bread 
prices were raised, are 
expected i«* renew theii crit- 
icism nf the government 
once the House starts its 
regular meetings. 

Obserxers expect the 
deliberations of the House 
to he especially heated in 
the current session because 
it will be followed by new 
parliamentary elections and 


coring opportunity. 

But observers say the 
IAF-led 23 opposition law- 
makers will not be able to 
extract major concessions 
from the government that 
enjoys the support of the 
majority of deputies. 

The impending decision 
to lower bread prices is also 
expected to win the govern- 
ment some of its supporters 
who did not agree on 
reehannelling bread and 
fodder subsidies. 

A new election law that 
the government is expected 
to present to the House dur- 


ing this session is likely to 
generate the most heated 
debate due to the govern- 
ment's insistence on not 
heeding the opposition's 
demand for cancelling the 
one -person, one -vote for- 
mula. 

The four-month session 
will have to address a num- 
ber of economic laws which 
the government deems nec- 
essary for economic growth 
and recovery. The majority 
support that the government 
enjoys in the House is 
expected to lead for a 
speedy endorsement of 
these legislation. 


Armed Forces 


(Continued from page 1) 
countries as Japan. 

Australia. Egypt and 

Morocco, who were all des- 
ignated as major non- NATO 
allies of the U.S. 

“It is paradoxical that the 
former Warsaw Pact mem- 
ber slates arc competing to 
join NATO to enjoy the 
benefits available to us 
now.” the King said, noting 
that some voices here arc 


criticising. condemning 


and even questioning 


Jordan's quest to obtain 
arms. King Hussein 
expressed appreciation to 
President Clinton and his 
administration for their 
gesture towards Jordan. 

Field Marshal Mirai sent 
King Hussein a cable 
expressing the armed 
forces' appreciation of his 
endeavours to secure strong 
defence for Jordan through 
the modernisation of (he 
country's armed forces . 

"Through your efforts you 
have made of Jordan a 
model of democracy for the 


other countries of the region 
and maintained strong 
bridges with the various 
nations." said Field Marshal 
Mirai in his cable. 

“You have attained what 
you have aspired for our 
country of links with the 
NATO alliance and this 
crowns your efforts and the 
U.S. decision came to 
express appreciation for 
your courage and in recog- 
nition of the Kingdom as "a 
country playing a main role 
in the region." the message 
said. 


Hebron 


(Continued from page I) 


government under U.S. and 
Russian sponsorship. 


“Wc arc going through 
difficult negotiations 
what wc want is an honest 
and accurate implementa- 
tion of the agreements .” he 
said, adding (hat continued 
deadlock in the talks "will 
he a direct threat to the 
peace process not only on 
the Palestinian track but to 
the entire region.” 

Settler leaders charged 
Tuesday that the army's 
move out of the military 


headquarters overnight was 
tantamount to a unilateral 
political decision to carry 
oui the redeployment even 
before negotiators had 
reached an agreement. 

“The army has already 
evacuated its headquarters 
in Hebron without even 
receiving an order from the 
political leaders," said 
Naom Anion, a leader of 
Hebron's settlers. 

Interior Minister Elie 
Suissu of the ultra- 
Onhodox Shas Party 
hacked the withdrawal and 
lashed out ut the settlers for 
putting the lives of Israeli 
troops in danger. 

"The whole Jewish settle- 


ment in Hebron is nut worth 
one drop of blood of a sol- 
dier." Mr. Suissu said in an 
interview published in the 
daily Haaretz. 

“I have great doubts 
about tiie logic behind this 
settlement and concerning 
its utility versus the damage 
it causes.” he said. 

M I would not go to Jive in 
Hebron and I think serious 
study must be given to the 
question of whether reli- 
gious law allows one to live 
there” said Mr. Suissa. 
referring to traditional 
Jewish law which prohibits 
actions which put one's own 
life or the lives of others in 
danger. 
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Final full moon for 
Father Christmas 
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NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Christmas this year will be 
celebrated for the fifth and 
last time this century on a 
full moon nighL the Press 
Trust of India said Tuesday. 
Christmas had coincided 
with the full moon in 1901, 
1920. 1931 and 1970. The 
next Christmas full moon 
will be in 2015, Piyush 
Pandev. assistant director 
of Calcutta’s BirTa 
Planetarium told the news 
agency. Mr. Pandey said 
Christmas has coincided 
with the full moon 71 times 
since the beginning of the 
Christian era to the year 
2000 . 


4 ““I. Sin 




have app 
’ id in the>* l° cal *° 



10 

4 ^rnuii i )( the 

F* IJ Mapih2i - 


Md Mirai- 

M Mnied Force?. 


i fa 


Women caught 
smuggling heroin 
embedded in threads 
on dresses 
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JEDDAH (AP)_ A group 
of Pakistani women were 
caught trying to smuggle 
heroin embedded in the 
gold thread on their 
embroidered clothes, theAl 
Medina newspaper report- 
ed Tuesday. About seven 
kilogrammes of heroin 
was extracted from the 
thread on the dresses the 
women were wearing, the 
Arabic-language daily said. 
The five-year-old daughter 
of one of the women also 
was taken into custody, it 
said. The paper said it was 
the largest number of 
women arrested for drug 
smuggling, but did not say^ 
how many were invol ved or 
when they were detained. 
The thread apparently was 
soaked with heroin and 
then gilded with a gold- 
covered substance. The 
paper said customs offir 
dais at Jeddah airport 
became suspicious over the 
Embroidery- on the clothes 
worn by Kiilsoorri IlyaS 
Mohammad, 27. and her 
daughter Shehnaz. who' is 
five. It said samples of the 
thread were tested and 
found to contain heroin. 
Kulsoom’s dress had more 
than 1.5 kilogrammes of 
heroin on it, and her daugh- 
ter's about 600 grammes, 
the paper reported. Other 
female relatives were 
searched and found to be 
wearing heroin-laced 
clothes as well, the paper 
said. 
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Picasso exhibited 
in China 


BEIJING (AFP) — 
wealthy German art collec- 
tor has left four works by 
Spanish painter Pablo 

Picasso to China so his 
paintings can be exhibited 
in China for the first time, 
the China Daily said 
Tuesday. Peter Ludwig, 
who died in July, left China 
1 17 paintings in all, includ- 
ing the late Picasso works. 
Ludwig's widow Irene 
handed over formal docu- 
ments on Monday at a cere- 
mony presided by Li 
Tieying, a member of the 
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Communist Party Politbum- ^'.Jordan 
He .said the donation was of 1 

^ deal 


said the donation was 
“great importance for _ 
two countries" and wouw 
lead to greater understand- * %„. ile The 

ing between them, the Daily “J T^. ' n v '«dne:.- 
■said. Beijing's National Arts J, jrdan 

Museum will exhibit the ‘ ,r '" 

paintings in a special 
gallery named after 
Ludwig. The donation coin- 
cide'; with a visit to China 
by German President 
Roman Herzoe. 
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Indian drivers 
acquiring manners 
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NEW DELHI (AFP) - 
Police attempts to put New Turf* : ** Pair 
Delhi n notoriously wavwanl L ‘ 

drivers back on the straight 
and narrow arc succeeding, 

New Delhi's traffic chief was ^ 
quoted as saying Tuesday- , _ 

Rud rubber flaps attached tn liw 

painted lane borders on bus)' , 

roads in the capital ha« ' ^ 0r " 

^ instii di 5 i P finc iH, ^ 

* ***** 

flaps and Hi n ^e 

bollards were installed on 

select stretches on an experi- . of th?* 11 * 1 

mental basis." he told th* W??* Jordan ^ 0r_ 

Times of India dailv. . ,n 199 j! 
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road manners. Delhi pol><£ i ^ 11 
traffic commissioner Ujjwaf.' W P*We| 
Mi.shra said. "The flaps and ;■«, J" Hi 
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